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JnIAcA.- t Ui present Récord ive
give n interhsting letter from Rev. Tho-
mas Downie, late of Antigonish. 11ev.
WTilliam Murray, late of Cornwallis, is now
Iabouring in Kingston, Jamaica. Ilis heilîth
has greatly inmproved.

The circulation of the ReCoird of the
United 1resbyterian Churcîr, Scotland, lias
rcachied 50,000 copies a monthl.

l3oîl the venerable Scretaries of tIre
United Presîîyîerian Clitrech have tendered
thecir resignation te the Synod.

LETTER FROM REV. T. DOWNIE, JAMAIGA.
31y Dear Sir,-3efore I left Nova Scotia,

yen expressed a wishl trat; aftcr I hiad bcnt
sme limie in Jaînaica I would ,,rite yoti a
letter, and give yen somne account of mv
newv spbcre of labour. I need flot say that
it is with feelings of pleasure I comply witlî
your reqnest ; and want of leistire is my
only apology for net; wri tingr you before tiis
time. The ycars that I spent in Nova
Scvtia were, te me, years of happiness and
comfort. Often do Irecur, îitli feeiings o?
lively interest, te the scenes of my Antigo-
nishi pastor-ate; and nîy fervent prayer to
thre great Hlead of tic Clîureh is, that lie
May blc-ss the people among wliom I l-
bonred, hy advancing their temporal and
spiritual welfare. As I read the Record and
,Prcesbyleriaiz Witness regnlarly, I am made
acquainted with the proceedings of yonr
churchi courts, and I notice wvith inter-est
the prog-ress wvhich the cause of religion is
makzing among yen. A briglît future is, I
believe, before tie Freshyterian Chureh of
the Lower Provinces. Its ministers arenow
(loing a great and important wor-; they
are scattering the seed of divine trnîh ever
a wide extent of territory-; the gospci tree
which thev are rearing, already affords a
shelter te Multitudes of imînortal seuls; and
tîmere cannnt Le a doubt that millions of in-
dividuals yet unborn are te flnd a refuge
becatlh its branches.

The field of labour upon wbich I bave
entered in Jamaica is large and extensive>
and snch as te demand my unwearied ener-

gies. The United Preshyterian Church in
SIýGlantI Commenved a mnission i thc island
more than forty years ago, aird there are
iiow twcnty-four congregations Ibelong-ing-
to that body. These congre gations are di-
vided into four Presbytcrics, the ministers
of wlîich, with representative eIders, ineet
as a Synod once a ycar. &ccording te the
statisties for 1867, therc werc--in the con-
gregations 4684 memnhers ; an atteridance
at puiblic worship of 6121 ; on the roll of
candidates for admission to the chureh 470;
attendance of scholars at Sabbath classes
3445, tauight by 296 teachers. The total
incoîne of the congregations for the ycair
was £ 25 *59 sterling. The expenses of mi-
nisters and eIders attending the meeting of
Synod are, as in NLova Scotia, paid ont of
tIre Synod fund, to whiclî eaclh congregation

el xpectcd to give a collection. The Synod
of 1868 met ini the begiinning of Màarci, and
from the following staternent of monies con-
tributed for the Synod fund, it ivill ap)lcair
that the collections of some of our congre-
galions will.bear a proportion te tire libera-
lity of somne of tlie congregations in Nova
Scotia. 1 select a few items at random.
For the above funcl the congregation of
Carronhail contrihuted £2 stg., Montego
Daty £4 2s. 6d., Goshien £1 4s. 7.W., Mount
171oreb £1, HaMpdeIn £5, Mount Zion,
£-2 10s., Falmouth £2 9s. 6d.

Prom the foregoing statement, some idea
may be formed of tIre size of the Presbyteriati
chureli in Jamaica, and tire extent of its
oper-ations. It lias alrcady accom1 )Iislied,
and is stili doing a great and important
w'ork. Wlien the tact is taken into account
tbat the mass of the people onîy emerged
fr-om slavery, with ail its degrading and
demor.,lizing- influences, thirtv vears ago,
the wonder is, that; s0 many large congre-
gations have been fornîed, aad that in themn
there are se many individuals who ia
adorning their christian profession by a hoçly
lueé and conduet. I wonld, however, care-
fuilly guard against conveying the impression
that our congregations, in organization and
efficiency, wotild stand a comparison with
old and experienced congregations in Scot-
land or Nova Scotia. Whiatever care is
exercised by ministers ini adrnitting te the
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