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not knowu, and various explanations of the
terms used have been given, but certainty is
unattainable. It is added, *“ And Chena-
niah, chief of the Levites, was forsong. Ile
instructed about the song bLecause he was
skilful,” v, 22,

On the former occasion we do not read
of sacrifices, but now it is said, * when they
that bare the ark of the Lord had gone six
paces, David sacrified oxen and fatlings.”
“It came to pass when Gud helped the
Levites that bare the ark of the covenant of
the Lord, that they offered seven bullochs
and seven lambs.” The favour of the Lord
being thas sccured, the procession marched |
forward, the pcople accompanying it with
shouting and the usual demonstrations of
joy. “ All Ismel brought up the ark of the l
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covenant of the Lord with shouting and
with sound of the cornet, and with trumpets
and with cymbals, making a noise with
psaltery and barps.” The scene was ex-
actly similar to what may be scen at the
present dey in the East on festive occasions,
both civil and religious. Thuns a mission-
ary in Egypt describes one of the festivals
of the Coptic church :—

« Sabbath, 24th. This was the great
day of tht Feast. We had service in Eng-
lish in one of the Dshabriyahs,* but it was
impossible 1o get any Arabs together. Al
Suzar seemed crazy. The crowd in front
and around the house was immense, aud
the discharge of fire-arms with the din of |
music and the shouting of the multitude,
deafening. We went down to Mr. R.s
hoat, to secure a little sabbath quiet.  Had !
it not heen sabbath the ceremonics of that |
day would have been an interesting study.
The main feature in the procession was a
boas drawn upon a rude sledge, and in it
sat Mustapha’s little daughter, decked out
mogt gorgeously in flaming sitks and jew-
elry and tinsel. The sizht of it, togcether
with the multitude shonting and singing
and dancing and beating their musical in-
strumnents, recalled similar scenes, which
are so frequent in the scriptures, as well as
the removals of the ark of Ged, first to the
house of Obededom, and then to the house
of David, when David and all Isracl played
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before Grod with all their might, and with
singing, and with barps and with psalterics,
and with timbrels and with cymbals and
with trumpets, and when King David
danced and played before the nrk.”™
When the ark was brought up te the
house which David had prepared for it as
Jerusalem, the new arrangements for the ser-
vice of the sanctuary comincnced, and the
service of song oceupies a prominent place.
“ He appointed certain of the Levites to
minister before the ark of the Lord, and to
yecord and to praise the Lord God of Israel,
Asaph the chief,” and eight others, ““ Jeiel
with psaltevies and with harps, but Asaph
wade a sound with cymbals, Benainh and
Jehazial the priests with trumpets con-
tinually before the ark of the covenant of
the Lord. Then on that day David deki-
vered first this Psalm to thank the Lord
unto the hands of Asaph and his brother.”
(1 Chron. xvi.4—7.) ‘There are no words
it the original for * this psalm,” and some
would read the words a2s merely meaning
that he committed to them the duty of
thanking the Lord. Others woald sup-
ply ¢ a psafm,” as if this were the first in-
troduction of David’s inspiration, given to
be used in the service of praise. Butasa
Psalm immediately follows, there seems an
allusion to it. The same parties were ap-
pointed for the same dutics in the daily
sanctuary. “ They left there before the
ark of the covenant of the Lord, Asaph
and his brethren to minister before the ark
continually as every day’s work requireg,
% % % gpd with them Heman and Jedathun
and the rest that were chosen, who were

{ expressed by name, to give thanks to the

Lord, because his merey endureth forever,
and with them Heman and Jeduthun with
trumpets and cymbals for those that should
make a sound, and with muasical instru-
ments of God.” {1 Chron. xvi. 37, 41.42,}

David being disappoiuted in his desire to
build an house to thu Lord, was permitted
by Gud to arange the services of the sane-
tuary on & new scale, and to classify the
pricsts and Levites for that end. At pre-
sent we have to do only with the Psalmody.
A full account of his arrangements in re-
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