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Mouldy Combs--Transferring.

7t OU asked me in your answer to my letter
if I was looking for the two dead Italian
queens, that I stated were dead. I was
not. I merely took the lid off that sits on

top of trames, but before I moved it I could se.
that there was'frost on the glass and I knew that
they were dead. I have not moved the boxes
out of the house yet. Should 1 move them out ?
I looked in about the ioth of March and faund
some of them very wet on the bottom of the box
and the water would run out so Iraised the back
end of the box and took a wire and pulled all the
dead bees out. Some of them had about a pint
and those that were dry had very little dead.
They all seemed to be cleaning out and there was
considerable dirt. Should I take all the dead
bees out of the house? I asked you in my last
how I would move the bees out of the old fash-
ioned hives and also how to use the comb that is
in them and what tinle is the best ? They seem
anxious to get out and when I was cleaning out
the ones near the door, I bad to leave it open to
see to clean them out and it was cold and they
could not fly far but they dropped. I took a dry
brick and placed it at the hole te keep them in
till I would get through with the rest of them.
trn Saturday I bought a lot of old boxes and
frames and comb, some of which is mouldy and
moth eaten. They have not been used for about
three years. The bees that were in them were
smothered. Will it do to use the combs for new
swarms ? Tell me the best way to get Italian
queens in all of them. I have ten alive and
would like to get them as cheap as possible as I
have not made anything out of them. Give full
particulars how I will work it. I suppose you
would say the best way would be to get them
when changing out. Does it make any differ-
ence how the hives are set in summer, facing the
north, south, east or west. I have not let my
bees out yet, but if the weather continues as it
now is I think they will be able to get out,
this week, I am anxious to see how they will
turn out. I think I will have to teed some of
tliem. They seem to be light but they were
heavy wtien put into winter quarters. Some say
that they eat more' when they are too cold. I
will report tb you frequently about my own and
others' bees if it is of any use to you.

SUBbCRIBER.
Varna, March 19th, 1888.

We seldom do any transferring before
fruit bloom, then all the good and suit-
able combs may be transferred into
frames when the weather is warm en-
ough for the bees to repair them. We

should not care to use mouldy or mothi
eaten combs three years old even to put
swarms on, tliey would be as well
placed on foundation. It would take
them longer to repair the old combs
than to draw out the foundation,besides
whenever there are moth webs in the2
the bees will cut tbem down in order tO'
get them out. If there are any perfect
combs that have been kept dry and fret
from moth webs they might be tised of
rendered into wax. The cheapest way
to get queens is to buy spring queens inC
the swarming season, you can get them
very cheap. We usually set our beeg
facing the south and east. If the weae
ther is very warm after the snow is gone
you might set them out for a while, but
we do not believe in leaving them out
until pollen can be found, so unless to
see that they have sufficient storet
it would be scarcely worth while. WheO
they are wintering well they should bO
let alone until the weather is settled.
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EXPERTS VS. AMATEURS.

RE nlot the opinions of the "experts" verf

peiplexing for new begioners, and are nof
the bee journals more for beginners tha"

experts. Bee-keepers are like all othe

men, everyone wants his own way, and when w
read the convention report each bas a hobbl'
There they never come to definite conclusioS'
but merely talk nonsense for their own amusr
ment, discussing at lergth such questions as9
"Do runaway bees select and clean a tree befol
leaving the parent hive ?" What has that to d#
with making money with bees? Us- farrmet1
that "keep bers" have to smile a little, at
sometimes we listen with fear and tremblin
lest we should be deprived of our beloved pur'
suit that of keeping bees, along with our farof'
ing. We cannot build fences that will keep bèWD
on our own farm and the specialists will buf
corner lois, monopolising the whole, when ti1
law is made in their favor. Tut, tut mon!
have been a bee.keeper all my days, and I aig
forty-one. ' For more than twent y years we ha
used movable frame lives, and I think I have O

gooc a riglt to keep bees as any specialist, a
tbough we do not ketp nany swarms.

Hece are my hobbies: I do not w.ant moy

than twenty or b'rtv swarms to su'rt with.

will sell off to that every spring. Witt ai'

nothing in tie future but T angm h c. , !f ;ii

for it is just the thing for extr h-i ho.ey (
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