156

THE COLONIAL CHURCHMAN.

YOUTH'S COMPANION.

For the Colonial Churchman.

Thy threatenings wake my slumbering eyes
And warn me where my danger lies ;
But ’tis Thy blessed Gospel, Lord,
That makes the guilty conscience clean,
Converts my soul, suhdues my sin,
And givesafree, but large reward.
Lutheran Hymn.

As two lads wer2 hurrying homewards from a vil-
Jage school in C——, they observed a gentleman
ou horseback speaking to one of the neighbours, and
a8 he drove off handed him several tracts. The man
told them, that the kind stranger having learnt from
him that it was not often that he could atlend at even
the nearest place of worship, begged him to improve
his time at home, and there ¢ worship God in since-
rity andin truth,” adding—** Take these silent preach-
ers, my friend, and may God grant that they aid you
in serving Him.” The sciolars that evening men-
tioned this circumstance to their mother, one of them
inquiring what the gentleman meant by the phrase
¢ silert preachers.’

She readily explained, that the plain explanation
of God’s holy word, and the familiar addresses to the
conscienice which most religious tracts contained,were
found admirable aids to, orsubstitutes for, the preaching
of the Gotpel of Peace,~-aud that a'thuugh they pro-
claimed the truth not with the lips of men, yet the
voice of God had rery frequently made itself hesrd
silently though eff:ctually, through His gracious bless-
ing on these humble mesns. —¢* Some of those instan-
ces I will” she added, ** collect for you by to-morrow
evening, after our family devotions, if God be pleased
to spare us.” :

QOu the followirg evening, the boys did not fail to
remiad their affectionste parent, of her promise, which
she thus willingly performed.— ¢ During my. late visit
to L——, I enjoyed the society of a lady who had late-
ly been actively ergaged in forwarding the designs
of a smull tract Society, f.om which very much be-
nefit had resulted. On one occasion, in the course
of her walks for the distribution of them, her Tract
basket was nearly emplied, when a man thus roughly
addressed her--¢ Are you the woman what left at my

- house a book against drunkenness ? On her reply-

ing “ She was,’theother with an oath angrily retorted,
¢ What business have you to point at me that way ?
How did you know that I drink a little, and who told
you all ahout me  The lady mildly snswered, that
she knew not even his name. The man looked
thoughtful muttering to himself—* That is strange !
That book hit my very case.’ And it did by God’s
blessing— (and nothing, my children, is truly blessed
without His blessings) meet his case. He read the
hook sgain ; his wife also read it to him, and he be-
came a sober, useful man, instead of a maudlin drunk-
erd.—~On another occasion, the master of a vessel,
returned to the Society a parcel of tracts which had
been gent on board, complaining that once before his
men had ¢ meddled with such like books when they
should have been attending to the ship.’ This was a
mere excuse, for religion aids and advances, and does
not impeda the duties of life. The Society, desiring
that ¢ Patience might have her perfect work,’ sent
still other tracts on board, and some of them had so
joterested this same master, that on his return from
the vessel, he sent anxiously for auother parcel, and
spoke in high terms of the benefits conferred on him-
self and his men, by these silent preachers, which had
gained eutrance to the vessel.’

* Then mother,’ said the elder of the boys, *if so
much good is brought about by these nica little books
do not pious persons send them all over the world '

¢ Yes, —societies have been established in severa)
places, especially in England and the Ubited States
of America, and God has granted them'the dew of
His blessing.—Last year, the New York Episcopal
Tract Society distributed 41,633 Tracts, and the pub-
lic bensvolence which more and more abounds in
these States, enabled the missionaries in Greece to
circulate upwards of 30,000 copies, And what do you
think of the American Tract Society having spread

abroad through the lepgth and breadth of their land)

and in otber countries, nearly three millions of tracts,
during the past year, and the Paris Society 321,000,
and that of Hamburg nearly as many ! ‘The Londen
and Bristol Sccictics are bebind vone of thoge, Be-

sides the young men of the Theological Seminary at
New York, scattered abroad 500,000 pages ; part
of them procured with funds which some lads whom
I knaw apply to purposes rather less-holy and useflul.
It may pe said of these as of other religious societies,
that ‘“ they have long been teaching us this one great
doctrine, that every one who possesses or can esrn
more than he absolutely needs, should make himself
a steward of the poor,”*

The boys looked and felt guilty, and made a pro-
mise (to which some of my young readers will, I
trust, find a ready echo in their own bosoms) to spend
most of their future spare money in furtberance of
such sdmirable objects —pleasing in Time—profitable
in Eternity,

Their kind pareunt then related to them some very
pleasing and striking angcdotes, displaying the im-
mense benefis of those ¢ silent preachers,” but I must
reserve the repetition of them for snother communi-
cation,-~-meantime I entreat those who read this to
turnin their minds by what nethod they can advance
the glory of God, through the blessed instrumentality
of books or tracts of sound piety and profit,

July 1836. ' SIGMA.

From the Missionary.

LAST DAYS OF BISHOP WHITR.

It is but little more than three months since, in an-
nouncing the entrance of the venerable prelate on
his eighty-nioth year, we spoke with grateful joy, in
the langusge of the London ¢ Christian Obs.rver,”
of ¢ the green vigour” of his accumulated yeer:; and
adopted as gur own the pious prayer of the ** Gospel
Messenger,” so favourably heard, and so abuundantly
vouchsafed,~—that *¢his last hours” might be ¢¢as
happy and peaceful as his whole lie had been useful.”
And though since then he tad been visited with a se-
vere attack of sickness, which at the time caused
great anxiety, he had go far recovered, as to appear
at the mecting of the Bishops, on the 21st dsy of
June, with even more than bis wonted strength of bo-
dy, and clearness and activity of mind. He contiou-
ed thus, in the discharge of his accustomed duties,
with bis accustomed industry and assiduity—contribu-
ting to the last, or July, number of the Protestant
Episcopalian, a most admirable srticle on the wander-
ing cf the mind in prayer—keeping up the current of
bis extensive correspondence--preaching, in St. Pe-
ter’s Church, on Sunday, June 26, the last time, ¢ the
word of Giod is quick, and powerful, and sharper
than any two-edged sword, piercing even to the divi-
ding asunder of soul snd spirit, and .of the joints and
marrow, and is & discerner of the thoughts and intents
of the heart”--and on Saturday June 4, attendivg a
funeral, and visiting, at a distant part of the city, a
member of his congregation. In the evening of that
day, however, he was evidently feeble, and retired to
rest without disesse, but much exhausted. It was
the last time that he ascended the familiar stsirs. A
fall, on ricing in the course of the night, alarmed bis
watchful and devoted son, who found him prostrate en
the floor ; and from that time, though without cther
injury from the fall, (which was the effect, it is sup.
posed, of weakness merely,) than external Lruises, he
gradually sunk from the slow failure, one by one, of
all the springs of life-~without pain, without severity
of suffering, without a murmur or a groan--until the
fifteenth day of his confinement, when, sweetly as an
infant dreps away upon its motLer’s breast, he slept
in Jesus,

Nou one who knew--as who did not ? —the quiet-
ness and modecty and infantile simplicity, which mork-
ed, while they adorned, his long, snd” dignified, and
useful life, would look that in bis dying hour be should
forsake the even tenour of bis way, No one who
knew-—as who did not 2—~how that whole life, so far
as fallen man, through sanctificstion of the Spirit, may
attain, was blended snd made up of Christian viitues,
Chri-tiau graces, Christian courtesies—the fair ex-
emplsr of the faith which be proclaimed tbro.ugh six
and sixty ye«rs-- would doubt, even had.he died, and
wade no sign, of his unshaken firmness in that faith,
of his integrity, sincerity, and purity inlife.  Still, we

* Though last not least, our correspondent might have
added that the Society for Promoting ChristianKnowledge,

distributed in 1835, about sSEVEN MILLIONS of books and
tracts.—Hd, C. C. ‘

——
rejoice to put on record the dying testimony of 0o
‘more spostle to the Cross of Jesus Christ. Quf
‘hearts are glad that snother bas been added to ths
i cloud of witnesses” by which we sre encompassed,
lifting our eyes aond thoughts from earth to heaven,
‘and sirengtiiening us to run with patience the noble
irace which they have run, that we may enter with
them into rest. We do thank God, tl.at, as for half 8
century, in all his life and conversation, 10, in his dy~*
ing moments, our beloved Fzther was, in thought, 12
word, and deed, a CuristiaN Bissor. It bad been
from the first the irjunction of his emineut and as~
siduous medical friend, that he should be left us far
as possible to quict and repore, and such, tbroughout.
his illness, was his own prevailing ioclination. Fray=
ers however had been offered, by one of the Clergy:
of his psrish, at his bed-side.~-It was on Tuesdsy,:
July 12th, that the adninistiation of the Communion:
of the Sick was proposed to him ; to which he gaves
with great empbhasis of maoner, the most cordial 8s-
sent--spontaneously observisg that it was an otdi~
nance significant of sl thet was most essential in,
Christianity, snd expressing the devout hope that he
might have grace to receive it with resigration, and.
to his spiritual profit. It was accordingly adminis-
tered by the Assistant B'shop, there Leing present with
all the members of the family, another Bishop, and
the Assistant Minister of St. Peter’s Church, It was:
astonishing, in bis great weakness of body, to see with-
what strength and fervour be engaged in the solemn-
service, and how perfectly,. his attention and interest:
were sustained throughout. His manner. was that of.
deep and seraphic devotion--following evidently
‘through all the prayers, uniting distinctly in every ses
.tence that was responsive, and most especially in the;
iConfession, and in the Gloria in Excelsis, sealing
‘every portion of the service with an emphatic Amen--. .
and insisting earnestly, until over-persuaded by tbose.
about him, when the consecrated elements were de-
livered to him, that he would rise from the bed, which.
for several days he had not left, to receive them, as he.
was used to do, on his knees. From the commence~
ment of the Bishop’s illnes:, though every office was:
performed with the utmost skill and assiduity and ten-.
derness by the members of his-family, it had been-
conceded to the affectionate interest of the Cleigy,
that there should he some of them in the house every-
night. On Tuesday night thst pleasure —and. grest--
er pleasure there could scarcely be—was shared by
the Bishop of New Jersey, with bis brother of Micbi~:
gan. Though it could not reasorably be doubted that,
the venerable patient was scquainted with his true:
condition, and its unquestionable resut, it was deem~
ed kind and just— with that vespectful tenderness,:
which was not more strongly dictated by the relation.
of the parlies than by the impulses of filial feeling—
to sek assurance that it was 8o, and to sfford the op-:
portunity of any commupicstion which he might de~

sire to make, and which, ere long, increasing weake.
peis might preclude. Accordingly, at a favourable:

opportunity, during the night,it was said to bim, “ I

hope, Sir, that you feel: no inconvenience {from the
effort you made in receiving the Holy communion

this afterncon.”” ¢ Not the least,” he replied, ¢ nct.

the least, but much comforted.” —“ It was a great

pleasure, Sir, to be permitted once more to receive
that blessed sacramert, which we have so often pate

taken with you.” ¢ Andu great pleasure to me to-

have: youn.” We feel, Sir, that you are very sick, ve=

ry sick indeed.” ¢ ] can say nothing to the contra-

ry of that.” ¢« We thought, Sir, that youmight have

semething that you would wish to communicate, some

message for the Church, to which God bas spared

you so long. We should-be glad to receive ary word

of counsel from you, and to beer it to our bretbren.”

‘““I ean only say, that I pray God’s protection aod:
blessing, that it may continue to have peace and prose:
perity, after mv decea<a.” ‘* We frust, Sir, that yot:
rely with entire confidence on the promise of thut

blessed Gospel which yon bave preached so many

yesars”-—~¢¢ and,” he interrupted, * which has bitherto.
sustained me.” ¢ And you submit yourself, Sir, whol=

ly to God’s gracious goodness, with a single and-en-.

tire reliance for salvation on the merits of his Sov,:
though faith in bim ¥* ¢ O entirely, entirely; 1 have
no cther wish, no other hope !’ After a pause, the

effort of speaking being very great, though he did nut

allow that be was fatigued by it, snd was evidently

consoled and animated by the conversation, ¢ I sbould.




