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However, recollecting mysltl snd having prc-!
viously learnt iy lesson from your pawphiet, 1
replied: “ We Protestantsdo not belicve what we.
please. We follow the Beriptures. “L'he Bible L\"
our only rule of frith.  But huw cas you have lhc:
rule of truth? The doctiine of Christ and hist
Apostles mahes no partof your religiour cducation.
With the Now Testament you hane no acquaint-!
ancd. The generality of you are as ignorant of)
the Words of Christ, as vou are of the Alcoran.”;
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Gentlemen, Kirkham, March 25tk 1817.
Here Mr. Cardwel! paused,a. if he waited for
?my reply. T was, I confess, in a kind of revericat
‘the moment, reflectitg oh the striking contrast
'avhich he had just presented, to my notice. T had
>oflen observed the facty with a  degree of suiprise

and envy, tliat a Papist never doubts about the

2. Sir, replicd my friend, ) our favuurite authors;
of this invineible pamphlet, are blind guides, who
have led you into a variety of mistakies, 1 have
neither leisure nror inclinatlon to follow fthem
throngh all the wanderings of their groping  blind-
ness. But in compliance with your desire, I will
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as it is quite different in its nature, so it product -
quite diflerent eflects.  You profess to be auidud
by the Bible alone, as interpreted by your own
individual judgnent.  We adhere to the Bible o
interpreted by the original, perpetual, and Univer-
sl Church.  Yours teaches you to indulge the
pride ofindividual curiosity and endless speeulatior,
and conscerates all the errors which your ingem:.-
ty can mvent.  Ours teaches us the humnillty and
wisxdom of checking our own individual fantasics
and submitting with the dociluy of fiuth to the
truths which Christ and his apostles taught. Youn
deny the infallibility of the Cathioke Clureb; and
lo! yuu confer infallbility on cvery indwidual Pro-
testant, be he wise or simple.  Strange and unen-
viable inconsistency! youn give to cvery one of you

endeavour to sct you right in a few of the most es-
sential particulars’ Permit me, however to ob-
serve, that I do not at oll admire that cmbarrass-
ment and darkness of renson;ng which both bewil-
ders yourauthors, and puzeles their readers. I
tove clearncss of ideas. I like to see my way be-
fore me. Allow me therefore 1o refer your atten-
tion to one remark which- have already made.
‘The Catholic faith isone : the Protestant faiths are
wanifokl.  Our religion is always the same : yours
as changeable as the avind, - We are but one
Church; you 2 collectien of many different and dis-
cordantseets. 'Lhis is a striking contrast, in which
there is something radically wrong. This very
|fact, so visible ard undeniable, if we attentively
consiller its origin, its nature, and its effects, is at
first sight a very strong presumption that the Ca-
tholic is right, and the Protestant wrong. For
truth is one and consistent, error is manifold and
cantradictory : and as unity is the characteristic of|
feligions truth, so varialion 1s the mark of religious
error.  But without urging this consideration at
present, here let me ask you, whenee arises 1his
singular contrast 7 How comes it that we pre-
serve that unity, which cannot sojourn among vou?
Every effect must have an adequate cause: and
an cffect so momentous as the stability of our faith,
and the mutability and uncertointy of youcs, must
have a very powerfid causeindecd—a cause which
reaches to the very vitals of cach system of religion.
Sir, to go alitde further than that which I have
already advanced, the causc of this phenomenon,
which is so honorable to us, and which s so humi-
liating, and ought tobe so alarming to vou, is not
wrapped upin darkness, or veiled in impenetmble
mystery. Itisvisible and roanifest to every eve.

It springs from this source, ¥ou followa false
and dclusive ruk: offaith.  We tollow one, which!

truth of his religion; while Profestants of all de-
scriptions are soaptto be disturbed with doubts
about the truth, and scruples about the security of
theire, The instructed Papist, I was saying to
myself; has something'in his religion, which sve
have not in purs.  Heis fixed and immoveable in
his faith. At the approach of d¢ath, as wellas in
the midst of the gaietics of life, he firmly believes
that he is in the right read, and has only 1o follow
it to obtain salvation. He fegls neither fears, nor
doubts, nor scruples on that peint. Though we
ply him with numberless texts of scripture, and
reproach him with ignorance of the Bible; though
we study to annoy and scandaiize him with outra-
geous invectives in every shape, and with exagge-
rated fales of the tyranny of their Popes, the vices
«f their clergy, the persecutionsof Mary, the hor-
rors of the fuquisition—things which, if they were
true, candour must allow, ate no concern or fault
of his; though we denominate his Church super-
stitious, idolatrous, and apostate; and call dic Pope
An_t'xchrist, and other opprobrious nicknames; yet
S0itis: inspite of all our abuse and contempt of}
the Roman Chrch ; nay, in spitc of the painful
appression of severe penal laws, he smiles at our
cflorts; and remains as immoveable as a rock.  He
1sas fixed, as we are unsteady.  He isas much at
peace, aswe are uneasy. Hisrcligion has some
principleof union and security, w which ours is a
stranger. I bave cven known Papists amuse
themselves atour expence, and make both our
scruples and changes in religion a matter of ridi-
cule and banter. 1 have sometimes heard them
say, “ Such an one was twenty yearsago brought
up a Churchman then he turned Methedist; then
Freshyterian; and last week he was dipped an
Anababtist in 2 horse-pond: where will the block-
hiead’s Bible lead him to nexti?
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diseiples more extensive authority, than we oive
sto the Pope and the whole Church united.  How
jcatisuch a strangc anumaly  lead you tu unity and
truth?  Shall 1 disclose thereal fact? You may
be said to have no rule of faith atall.  The Bibl:
isnot a rule to you, but you arca rule to the Bi-
ble. Youmake it speak what you please.

8. But before I procced to prove by argumcnt,
that your ruleof faith is as false and delusive, a
ours is safe, sptisfuctory, and conducive to truth
let me request your attention toa few colisider.
tions. It wedeny that the Bille is the rulv .
faith, our wmotivesare, not as your authors asseri
a preference of human opinions to the word of Ga.
but ~ preference of the word of God tv Luman
opiniors: not a conternpt or neglect of the inspir-
cd writings ; but a deference to the letter, a cun.-

of divine revelation. Qur motives are a love o:
truth, and a respect fur the Bible,  We respeet the
Bible more than youdo., We tespect it 50 mudd.
that we think it impious to pervert or alse it, «i-
ther tby profanation or misinterpretation.  You,
notwithstanbing the hollowness of empty  profis
sion, respeet it solittle, that you mahe it the in-
strument and sanction of unlimited and endless «:-
ror. Our respect fur the Bible watehes over ala
purity of its translation.  Your want of respect 1o
commends erroncous and  corrupt tratslations, e
the word of God. To tell you the truth, Si.
your reverence for the Bible is apparent, and out~
real.

The Cathiolic Chureh, from Ler eradle in the
Apostles’ time, bas been the chosen depository, .
fauthiul guardian, and the successful  preserver o
the Holy Scriptures. To her and for her .,
whole of the New ‘Festament was originally writ-
ten,  She has always duly estimated, as she now

pliance with the spirit, an obedience to the tuive e



