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WHIY THE DEACONESS WORK DESERVES. SUIPPOIZT.

BY REV. A. J. BUCHER.

THiERE are three reasons, why the
deaconess work deserves our miost
enthusiastie synipathy and support.

1. Beeawse it is buond to siicceed.
JBy lending it a liaud wve are ixot set-

ting out for a journey on a sinking
ship . 'Ne are not niaking deposits
in a bank whichii li able to fail. But
we are prornoting, a cause upon the
face of which God Rimself lias put
the indelible seal of success. This
movement cannot fail itor lie re-
strained, because it is God's work ;
bocause it has grown out of that faith
which ia -the victPry that overcometh
the world ; and because it is a fruit
of that divine love, the gentie power
of which is as irresistible as the
warrnth of the vernal sun or the
fructifying inundations of the River
Nile. Love, the motive power and
the origin of tliis work, is the all-
conquering powver iu the universe
and iu history. WVhenever, in the
course of the centuries, there has
been a decline of Christianity, it was
due to a lack or decrease of the first
love in the Church. 0f this love the
deaconess movement is a glorious
revival, whiich even the world, though
it does not believe in revivals, liails
withi delight and gratitude. Any
merchant is sure to succeed if hie can
put an article uponi the market for
which there is a real general demand.
What la the one grreat, universal de-
mand throughout our poor, suffering
hiumanity? Whether they acknow-
ledge it or not, it isilove, that. divinely
practical love which Christ Jesus
brought down frorn heaven into this
cold world, and diffuses throughout
the globe throughi his devoted fol-
loivers. And because the deaconess
movement is meeting this great,
universal demand, it is bound to suc-
ceed. Christ hiruseif, the greateat
of ail philant.hropists, the Divine
Friend and Lover of suffering mani-
kind, is in it. The world will and
must feel through it the tlirob) of Ris
great, compassionate, loving lieart,
and the touch of Ris tender, healing
hand. Very correctly Napoléon de-

fined the secret o>f the ruarvellous
success of Cliristianity ivhen lie sa.id,
at St. Helena, looking over the ruinas
of his sliattered empire: "Alexander,
Coesar, Charlenmagne and 1 11ave
founded empires. But upoxi what
did we rest these creations of uur
genius ? Upon force! Jt sus Christ
alone founded His empire upon love;r
and therefore millions of men wuulcl
die for Him at this moment. " Baing
God's work, and a fruit of faith and
love, the deaconess cause la bound
to succeed. Again, we oughit to sup-
port it,-

2. Bet;azt.e it opens for the Oh ris-
ticin ivoen«n in this age oJ e?naitu:ipu-
tion ait inbounzded .field of blesxed,
Ghristlik-e activity-an activity as te
the Scriptural lawfulness of whidh
there 18 no difference of opinion
whatever. No New York and Cili-
cinnati side to this question. Bere
the careful, conservative Gernv"î
Christian fully agrees with lis moure
impulsive and progressive Amnericau
brother. The Teutonic wotnan due.%
not covet a seat in General Confer-
ence, nor the episcopal ordination
and consecration to the ministry.
She 18 ratlier irclined to, follow the
example of that noble country-
wojnan of liera, the indirect founder
of American Metliodism, Barbara
IHeck, who, with lier burning heart,

wn oPhilip Embury, and other
capable men, and ruade themi preach
and lead in Church niatters. She
may be e,,n-3idered timid and s'ow
on tù '. accounit, but she i8 not slow
nor timid to sacrifice lier ail if called
by God into the service of self.
denying Christian charity. When
the choiera broke out at Hamburg
hast summer, our deaconessea were
the very £irst to, present themselves
in a body to the authorities for an>'
and every service-one of themn at
the cost of lier youthful life. XVhiIe
there are no speciallyordained fenale
preadliers and evangelists in G erman-
speaking Europe, there are thou-
sands upon thousands of holy woinen,
many of themn having stepped out of


