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sanction and patronage of tho Kinge af Sent-
land, wvlo occasionally presided in porsata.

Thus the body ceased te bo a purely build-
ing association, and gradually assumed ils
present aspect.

In the reign oaes 11, the office of Grand
Master w.as confirmed by tlio Crown ta tlic
Ecal of Orkney, in wvhose litirs and successors
thae ofice subsequectly bocame hieredaîary.

In the year 1736> William St. Clair, tho
"9 last .Rosslyn"l boing obliged te aliecato lais
ete, and hiaving ne childreîa, wvas anxious;
tliat the office of Grand Master should net
beceme vacant at his death. Ho asemblod
the Ladge and resigned int thoir liands evcry
tille wlaich ho possessed ta that office, acd
left the seleotien ai a successer te Ilicir on
choice.

They, by lb air free suffrages, eleted him ta
be their Grand Master, and lie wvas succeeded
in 1737 by the Earl ai Cromarty.

As an henorablo and gratiiying testimany
ta tlic pure principles of thteorder, it may bo
mentiened, that wvhen the act for the suppres-
sien af seditious and troasanable secielies wvas
passed in 1797, cantainicg a clause in wvhich
it wvae declared illegal for any body ai mon
ta require item thoir monabers an catit, or test
not authorized by lawv, an express exemption
was introduced Ù& favor of lthe Lodges of
Free-Mason s.

Amang ailler illustriotns cames ai Patrons
af the Order appear Kinop' Georgo IV, %vita
wvhile Prince ai Wales and aflerwards Prince
Ragent, long acled as Grand Master, acd pa-
tranised tho Ordor, aven aiter his elointian te
the Throne. Upontlie deatît itliatimonarch,
similar p itronage 'vas exteaîded ta tIhe Ordor
by King William IV ---H. R. Il. flic Dukeofa
Suissex wvas ever flice true fraend and active
promater ai Free-Masonry,and d isehargedlfile
duties ai Grand Master wvitls ucîiring r.eal.

Napoteon I, the immortai Washington, and
a heet ai distinguislied mec have been the
ceaseless advacaîes anxd Patrons ai the Order
ai Freo-à\laseîary, and it must flourisît ta the
ccni ai tho werld, 'while ils Members abey ils
seterren, useful acd ecduricg mandates.

lis influence is most puriiying, and a good
man is a better man from adding te biis allier
qualities that ai a truc Freo-Mason.
Lîke the staiied net which wlaitened in the sain,
Grows paire by bcing- lurel>' shoiie tipen.

WILLIAM MERCER WILSON,
Grand Master ofiMasons in Canada, was hem
in Scaîlacd, Au-ag.241h, 1813, and emigraîed
ta Canada IVest in 1832, tocaîing laimsel inh
the town ai Simeoe, in dihe eeunty ai Norfolk,
hie present residence. Bra. Wilson wvas ici-
îiated int Masonry June 111h, 1840, in St.
Johin's Ladge, (taow Norfalk Lodgo), and wvau
passed ani raised Judy 9th, in the samo year.
The followixig flecember lie wvas eli9sen Je-

anior WVardctt, and ltad flie hi-fli lionar, fut se
yaung a Masen, af delivcricg lteo address aI
the publie installataon ai tho ofl'acers an St.
John's day, 27t1î samne motî. Thîis addresa
wvas se lîiglaly estiacateî, tlial il wvas subso-
qîîently publisicd by flic Ledge. At tlic
aianual election, in Dec., 1841), lie wvas cct-
cîl Master, amit, wvatli but fnpv interruptions,
lîeld tlial honorablo position for nearl>' toc
years. lit June, 18,17, a splendid gol' jewel
wvas presented ta Iiiin by lais Lodge for lais
efficient services; and, un flic 22d ai lte next
inonth, hoe laid thi- corner-stoaae of flic Nor-
falk Cotint>' Jail, wvalo. Masonac limnore. In
Capitulai Masonry, lBru. Wilson receivcd ail
the degrees, in K<ing Hiramn Royal Arcli
Clipter, ai Hlamilton, C. %V. ;atd, an the
Cliivalrac liratacla, is Prov. Grandt 2d Captain
af theo Pro'v. Grand Conclave ai Canada.

The EarI ai Zetland, Glranad Master oi En-
gland, havin, b>' lits patent, revived the
Prov. Grand Lod'go ai Canada, West, Sir Mllen
MacNab, lthe Prov. G. Mabter, tt June, 1848,
appointed Bta. Wilson G. Pursuivant; ccnd, nt
the layiaîg ai the fatîndation stane ai fliac Town
Hall ai St. Catharice's, on flic 30tb Oct. fol-
lawicg,ý lie, by special appaintmetit, acted as
G. Orator. Mis cddress wvas publislaed, by
order ofthe Prov. Grand Lodge, an Pamphlet
à;.uîm, whlilst lte noevspapers ai the day also
publislîcd it in fulîl. In file Prov. Grand
Lodge, Bra. Wilson wvas a constant attendantî,
and an active patticipatot ina is procecdîcgs,
irequcntly hcina- called tapon ta fill inmportant
stationas in flice absence ai flic proper officers.

The Agrîctalural Sciety' et Canada havicg
nppointed lain a ilgt flict Great Exhibi-
tioitin London,in 1851, lie visiîed England,and,
whiist toe anti in France, lie frequently vis-
itcd the Ladges, acd teturced te Canada wvitli
a deeper veceration for the Orderand abhiglaer
estimateo of tte value of Masona>'. On lais
arrival home, lae wvas iionored by a public
reception.

On tihe Ilîla Oct., 1855, a Caovention af
Lodges was lîeld aI Hlanilton, C. WV., ta ex-
press iacar itssaîtsfacîton wvalî li te moîlier
Grand Lodgc and adopt nicasures fur the best
inlerests; ai thme Cacadian Craft. The result
ai thiti doîtherattons wvas flie formation afitho
Independent "iGrand Ledgo ai Canada,:. ai
wvlicîsli ra. ialsoni wva elecîed first Grand
Master, ccd laas silice, by suaccessive te-
elecliotas, retained Iliat dîgnifîed station.
About an equal nuatbor ai flie Canadiaa
Lodges, liowever, did cot join ai that time in
tlie novemetît, anad, untal Sept. 9th, 1857,
sustaaned. ilieîr Provincial Orgammzation, wv1ien
îhey iormed themesolves mbt another inde-
pendent body, and slyled il the 'î Ancaiant G.
Lodge ai Caniada," tînder te G. Masterslaip ai
Sir Allen MacNab. The difl'eronee between
Ilte tWvo orgaiataions were anost iaapptly adl-
jîîsicd ini Jîily, 1858, lira. Wilsona prcsiding
over fic Unied Craft; and wc have ne hesi-

talion in saying tlîat Canada nover befaro
had se efficient an aficer.

13w. Wilson, as a speaker, je flueont, and
his lang-uago se far aboya mediocrity as te
entitie îint te file tank, of an arator. Hi8
gcstures are gracefuil, and hie vaice, at ail
timecs, woll modulated. In flic social circle,
anîd wo speak froas personal 11cnowlcdge, hie
manîlers aro 'vinning, and lie possesses that
happy faculty et entertaining a nuaneraus
parly, witlîout at ail appearîng te monopolize
the conaversation. li. Wilson brougbt mie.o
flio county of N;orfoik ils first printing pross,
and, for sonne time, editcd tlie Nurfolc Ob-
server. lit acknewledgement of tho services
rendored by him, in theoautbreak af 1837,

vhen lie cammanded a troop of cavalry, the
Gioeoramonit appainted hiim Clerk of the .Peace,
and aise Clerk ef flie County Court, wvhich
offices hoe stitl retains. le -lins been raised
te tlic tank of Lieuit. Colonel ofithe Militia af
thie Province, and is, among thoso net Masons,
widely kne'.n as Colonel Wilson, and highly
esteemed.

THE NINE GREAT TRUTIIS IN MASONRY.
(From the .Anerican Qaia.rlerly Rcvew of .Free.

unsonry.)
TunraE are noine Git£AT TaUTIS whicli are rit

the' lotindalion (>1 Freemaasonry-truîhs which i ta
ils mtbsien to leach-anal ivlîch, as constauîiag
the' very essence af that sublime sysiein whicli
gives to the venerable instittion ils pecoliar
.ientiy as a- science of anoraiity, i behoves every
disrilile diligently i.. ponier atid inwardly Io digest.
T'he Firsl Great Truli oni .Masonry is this:

No mac loat sten God ai any tome. Mle as One,
Eteuial, .All-Poiwerful, Ali-%Vise, Infinitely Jus!,
MNercitul, l3enevolent, ani Cempassionate Creator
atigi Pieserver of all iliiiigs, the Source of Light
anad Life, co-extensive wilh TMe and Space; who
tbought, and wilth ile Thought, created the L'ii.-
verse anad ail living thîaags, nd the souls of men:
THAT 18 :-ie EI>aA\.ENT; while everytbîng
beside ie a ierpet1tial genesis
The Second Great TYutk in .. asoiiry is th!$:

The soil af mai is immortal; nal the result of
ora'araiza'ion, îlotan aaggregate of modes af actionî
of matter, ner a succession of phieiomena, and per-
ceptions; but an Exlsl£NcEy one ami identiacal, a
livinag spirit, a spark of the Grcat Central Light,
ibat bath entered ilato anid dtwells an thae body; te
bu selaarated therefioni ai death, and retura ta
Goan %%-l gave il: that doth net disperse or vaiaish
atdealh. like breath or sitioke, tur can bie un-
nîhîlated; but stil1 exîsts, and pessesses uctivity
andl intelligenrc, een as si e-iisted tin GoD, befote
il was ciavtlopocd in thae body.

The T/aird Great 2 'ruta in Mazoary is <'de:
The impulse wlîica directs Io rigbt conduct, voici

deters from crime, te net oîîly older thaiî tIi, ages
of nations and citît's, but coevai %vith donat Divine
Bciîîg wlao sees and raies bath heaven and earth.
Nor did Tasrquini lese violale that eterviaa lawv,
though in lais reiuau there might have been ne
vvritten law at Romne agaînsi such violence ; fcr
the principle that imnrels uas te tiglat caiaduct, arnd
vvsrns us against guilt, spriiags oui o ai ie nature of
thîngs. ti did riot bcgon ta ho lave wben il %vas
ftrst ivriltea, but %vlien i ortgita;ed, and il as cri-
eval wviil the D)ivinae Intelligence iiself. The con-
sequence cf viitue us îaaîte boe made the end
thereof; and laiadable performances muat bave
dejier rmois, motives, aînd aistigationas, ta give
them ilie stamlp or virtues. If a mani ahali lay
dawn as the cliief gaed tuait which, bas na coniaer-
tien wvath virtue, andc measure il by ils awia inter-


