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in the Freemasons' Tavern, the fire
coulad neyer have been confinedl to
vihere it was, thougli the fiajury is
very great. No part of the tavern,
for, indeed, any portion of the« Free-
masons' building, is injured except
the Hall, and yesterday business was
going on in both places as usual.
colonel shadwell cierke, grand sec-
rotary, Sir John Monc-tr., =d c-ther
officers of the Grand Lodge, were
early on the scene in the rnorning,
and a -message, conveying full infor-
mnation of the disaster, was sent to
the Prince of Wales. A search shows
that the fire originated in a fine from.
thù kitchen of the hotel, under the
baseiqnt, at the north.east corner of
the temple, and adjoining the party
wall sepirating it from the great hall
of the ta-vern. It was probably
smonldermng for a considerable turne,
but once alight the dry character of
the surrondings niade the fire spread
over the whole of the walls ana roof
as though they had beau tinder. The
Hall is insure. a, but the loss in articles
bighly prized for their associations
nothing cau repay..-Londoiz Standard,
May 5.

THM GIRAN LODGE OF'IRMLAND.

The Grand Lodge of Irelanda was
iounded on Feb. 8, 179,9, the day the
foundation stone of the present Bank
of Ireland (formerly Irish flouse of
Parliannent) was laid Masonically,
and is the senior Grand Lodge of the
world, not the ,second in ýpoint of
antiquity." The "second in point of
antiquity" is ths Grand Lodge of
Scotland, which -was founded Nov.
8rd, 1786. Both these Grand «Lodges
eau prove from their records contin-
nous ana united working from these
dates; also that they bave alivays used
and borne the saine cost of arms from'
'their foundation to thea present day.

I anm quite aware that as ini Eng-
land, Freennasonr existed' in both
Ireland and scotland for many long
years pribr to 1729 and 1786; but it
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was only on those dates the Grand
Lodges were fonnded.

1 arn also aware that thes Grand.
Lodge of England claima to be the
premier Grand Lodge of the world,
but to this titis it is not entitied.*
There was a Grand Lodge in Eng-
land founded, in 1717; but this body
was 8plit into two Grand. Lodges,
styled Ancients and moderne, each
granting warrants to inold lodges.

These two Grand Lodges worined iu
opposition until the happy union into
the present Grand Lodge of England
on IDec. 8lst, 1818, now going on
seventy years ago.

Each of these Grand Lodges inad
their owu coats of arms, as can ha
sean by the frontispieca of the "1Ahi-
man Bezon" of 1764, those of the
Modemns being the saine as thne Grana.
Lodge of Ireland, tinosa of thne An-
ciants heinig tins arma of tins Oper-
ative, or atone, Masons.

.Thes arma of thes presant Grand,
Lodge of England are au amalgama-
tion of tinsse, those of tins Anciants
being on the lef and thosa of the
Moderns on the r.iit.

Tins history of these two Engliali
Grand Lodgas ana of thair union on
Dec. lst, 1818, wi ba found in ths,
valuable ana moat interesting work
on thne subject, ",The Masonic Rea-
giater," by RV. W. Bro. W. J. flughan,
who also gives as a beautiful frontia-
pieca the present arma of tins Grand
Loage of England.

The Grand Lodge of Ireland by its
firat Constitutions of 1730 was to
nest "on tins four great feasta," ana
Grand Stewards wera to arrange the
festival.

Thes quarterly meetings were con-
tinued until Nov. 8rd, 1768, when the
meetings were arrangea to ha held on
Vne first Thursday of each niontn st
savon o'clock, and the Grand Festival
sceins thon to have ceased to ba insld.
In 1888 tins hour of meeting was
changea from saven to siglit o'clook,
and aines Nov. lat, 1875, thé meatings
in Anust gnd September have bEen
Igiven up. This will show that tins'


