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a Society, byKRing.Athelstan, bas evadjunct'of external probability.

The Most refined principles ofart were kept concealed among imore ingenious members of the Eter-nity-the Freemasons-jn inaitatiperhapQ, of'a law which, accordingVitruvius, the ancient architects beetablished among thmevs1
erudibent nisi suous liberos aut cogitos, et eos 'viros bonos instituebaiquibus taiitarum. rerum fidei pecunsine dubitatioae permitterentur"
studiousi.y did they conceal their scre.ts, that it may be fairly question(whether even some of those who we:admitted into the Society of Freem,sons were w holly skilled in ail the myterjous portions of the art.

That industrious antiquary, JoliLeland, lias preserved, in Ilis colleitions in the Bodlejan Library, Ilcettayne questyons, with answers to thsaine, concernynge the mystery oxnaconrye, wryttene by the hand oKynge IHenrye the Sixthe." * Thianswer to the question, I Iow comedgytt yn Englonde ? " is as folio ws :'iPeter Gowver, a Greacian, journey.edde ifor cunuynge 'yn Egypte, and ynSyria, and yn everyche lond whereasthe Venetians hadde plauntedde mac-onry,; and wynnynge entraunce ynl aiLodges of Mvaconnes, he lernede muche,and retournedde, and woned yn GreciaMagna, wacksynge and becommynge amyghtye wyseacre, and ratelyche re-nowned, and hier lie franaed a gratelodge at Groton, and maked nianymaconnes, some wNhereoffe dyd journyeyn Fraunce and maked many Inaconnes,wherefromme, yn processe of tynae, thearte passed yn Engelonde."
This refers to the well-known storyabout Pythagoras. Groton is the nameof a place iiu England, but the one hereIneant je Crotona, a city of GreciaMagna, which, in the time of Pytha-goras, was in a very flourishing condi-tion. The answers to the eighth andninth questions are also exceedingly

curious.
llenry VI. wau the great patron ofthe societies of Masons, and shielded

ery them from a great deal of .persecution,which had begun to assail them. Thbethe strenuous enthusjasmi of Wickliffeblhe rnaintained that beautiful churches sav-'ra- oured of hypocrisy, and, therefore, wereDn, pernicious. This opinion, directedto againet the very foundation and origin.ad aild upholds of the different lodges,on was neýt likely to render their situationla- more safe. It is said that Hlenry ac-A, tually joined the society, and, whetherJS the piece copied by Leland be rea]lySo in hie hand writing or flot, it is certain;e- that in lis wail lie left to hie coliege inýd Camnbridge the annkjl sumn of £117re Ge. i1Od. for the wages of officers bc-a- longing to the works then in operation:
Ffor the ma0ter.

n For thecak.........o o3 oFrthe cihief-Imas................613 
G4For the chief-carpenter......12 

13 OFor the chief.smith .............. Gtî 13 4e Fo two P.rveour'- either of heia Gf ipnc e day ............. 1
f 

£117 6 10a No mean eum in those days for one3 of a body to inepect the works ; and,it must be remembered,' a Fxeemason.- According to Bede, Bennet alibot ofWirral firet brought, Masons and work-ers in stone into t>his country. The*conapany of Freenjasons had their arn-sgranted themn by William Hulnckeslow,Olarencieux Ring-at-Arms, 13 Edw.IV. ; and, two years previousîy, a cern-pany of under Myasons was fornaed inLondon. The first, company was in-corporated by charter, in the year1677, by Ring Charles Il.
In the 3 Hen. VI. an edict waspassed against the societies of Mîasons,which lias neyer, I believe, been re-pealed :
IlWhereas by the yeariy congrega.tions and confederacies made by ieniasons in their generai chapitere andasezblies, the good course and effect,of the statutes of labourere be openlyviolated and broken, in subversion ofthe law, and to, the great damage of althe Commons : Our said Lord theRIing, willing in this case to- provideremedy, by the advice and assent afore-eaid, and at the special request of the,


