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The Rev. Juln P. Gulliver said to Mr. Lincoln T want very
much to know how you got ¢ this unvsnal way of puiting *hings.’
It wust havo been a matter of education.  XNu sian has it by nature
alone.  What has your education been ¥

* Well,” said Mr. Lincoln, ‘as to education, the newspapers are
correct. I never went to school more than six months in my life.
But, as you ey, this mu:t be a pruduct of culture i sumo form,
and 1 bave been putting the question you ask me to myself, while
you have been talking. I can say this, ihat, smong my carliest
recollections, 1 ramember how, when awere ckild, T used to got
irritated when any bedy talhed to e m o way I could not under-
stand, T dma't think 1 ever got angry at anything else in my life.
But that always distmbed my temper, and has ever since. T can
remember going to ny little bedicom, alter hearing the neighbours
talk of an evening with my -father, and spendimg no small part of
the night walking up and duwn, and tryieg to make cut what was |
the exact meaning of scie of thar, to e, darh sayings. I could not
sleep, thuugh I often tried to, when J ot onsuch a hunt aftes an idea,
until I caught it, and when I thought 1 had got it, 1 was not satistied,
until I had repeated it over and over, unul 1 had put it in language
plain enough, as I thought, for any boy I kuew to comprehend.
This was a kind of passion wits, me, and it has stuck by e, for I:
am never casy now, when I am handling a thought, till I have
bounded it north, and buunded it south, aud bounded it east, and
bound it west. Perhaps that accounts jor the chamcteristic you
obacrve in my speeches, though I never put the two things together
before.”

¢ Mr. Lincoln, I thank you for this. It is the most splendid
cducational fact I ever happened upon. This is yeniis, with all its

impulsive, inspiring, dominating power over the mind of its pos-
sessor, developed by education mto falent, with its umformuty, its |
permancnce, and its disciplined strength, always ready, always
available, never capricious—the highest possession of the human
inteilect. But let me ask, did you prepate for your profession 1
“0 yes! I ‘read law,” as the phrase is: that is, I becamo a
lawyer's clerk in Smingfield, and copied tedivus documents, and |
picked up what I could of law in the intervals of other work.  But
your question reminds me of a bit of education I had, which 1 am
bound in honesty to mention. In the course of my law-reading I
constantly came upon the word demonstiate. 1 thought at first,
that T understooed its meaning, but soon beeanie satirfied that 1 did
not. I suid to myself, ¢ what do I mean when 1 demonstrate, more
than when I reason or prore How does demonstration differ from
awny other prouf 7 T consulted Webster's Dictionary. That told of
‘certain preof,” ‘proof beyond posmbihty of doubt’; but 1 could
form no idea what sort of prooi that was. 1 thought a great many
things were proved teyond the possibility of doubt, without
recourre to any such extraordivary process of reasoning as 1
understocd, ‘demonstration’ to be. 1 consulted all the dictionnries
and books of reference I could find, but with no better results.
You might as well have defined dlue to abhind man.  Atlast I said,
¢ Lincoln, you can never mahe & lawyer if jou do not understand
what demonstrate means ; and I left my situation in Springfield,
went hume to my father’s house, and stayed there till I could give
any proposition mn the six books of Euchd at sight. T then found |
out what ‘demunstrate’ means, and went back to my law studies.”

T could not refrain from saying, in my admiration at such a
development of character and genius combined : — .

‘“Mr. Lincoln, your success ia no longer & marvel. Itis tlnc'
legitimate result of adequate cautes. You deserve it all, and «
ureat deal more.  If you will pernit me, 1 would like to use this;
fact publicdy. It will be most valuable to incitmg our young men |
to that paticnt classical and mathematical culture which meust mitads
absolutely require.  No man can talk well unless he is able first of
all to define to himeelf what be is talking about. Euclid, well
studied, would free the world of half its calamities, by banishing
alf the nonsense which now deludes and curses it.  1have often
thought that Euclid would be one of the Lest books to put on the
aatalogue of the Tract Society, if they could only get the people to
read it. It would be a means of grace.”

“X think su,” said he, Janghing: I vote for Euclid.”—From
tae Anglo-African, No. 6, Fol. IV,

A boy was going up Syeamore Street yestenday with a glass inkstand
9 fill.  Every few steps he would toss it into the air and catch it again,
e did it ruccesafully until the last time, when it landed gracefully ou
gae pavenent in a thousand picces.  As looked at it a minute and then
said s ¢ It scrves the old man night. I told lum hefore I started that I
«uuldn't carry that thing up stewet."—0il City Derrick.

SALARIES IN THE UNITED STATES.

Goveinor Butler thinks cur mals teachcrs are paid too high, and
our femalo teachers too luw ralarics,.  We agree with him in the
last clauso of the statement, and ehall expect him to use his in-
fluence in sccunng an incriase to Woman's wages in owr public
schools,  Iis hinesty m desning to seo our jouale teachers puid
better ealartes will probably eppear in the special message on that
subject, which wo ehall be glad to circulate vs wide ns possible all
over our Jand, in all places where wuman's woik is Leld at too
smnll value. Massachusetts pays her women 30.59 dollars per
wonth ; Lut what will -Govanor Butler say of these States
where the aversge pny tu women teachers is less than twenty
dollars, and in scne less than sixteen dollars per month? These
aro wrongs which should be righted, and to accomplish their over-
throw the Governor has a* Herculean task, but many well-wishers
and helpers. But, says the Guvernor; ** the salaries of the prin-
cipals,in’mest of the higher schuols, teachers, and supervisors are
very much more than they ought to be; or, to use othier words to
express my meaning, higher than other like business pays, and
higher than the sum for which cqually geod services could be, and
are, obtained.” Here wo beg to differ from His Excellency, because
his opinion is unwarranted in fact, and is unsupported by argument,
The principals of our hizh schools, and the euperintend.ents of our
public schools, represent, as a rule, the best scholarship, and the
largest and ripest experience in the profession.  Most of these men
and wemen are college graduates, or have a hberal education equi-
valent to a collego course of study. They are the exceptional men
and women on whem devolve the greatest responsibilities, and the
most dehicate and arducus labours. Scholarship, teaching-tact,
experience, professional success, are parts of the inventory of qual-
ifications for the highest places in the profession, to secure which,
vears of toil, study, sacrifice, have been cheerfully rendered.  As
masters of our largest grammar and high schools, these men have
reeched mature life, have devoted all their years to the preparation
for teaching and in teaching, and now have the instruction and
discipline, ecmetimes of twenty schools with one thousand popils,—
often more ; and this high pusition is acqured for the enormous
salanics of from 1,200 dols. to 3,000 dols. a year. From this posi-
tion, promotion is made to the superintendency, where the salari.es
range from 1,000 dols. to 4,600 dols. a year; the higher figuresin
each case being only exceptional in the whole countiy, the general
average in both not exceeding 1,500 dols. a year. Now, we canrnot
believe that Governor Butler has the face to say that 1,600 dols. o
year is too high a salary to be paid to the master or superintendent
of our larger schools,—a salary probably less than half that paid
his own private clerk, or the superintendent over some of his in-
dustrial interests of vastly less importance and with less labor, and
would Governor Butler limit the income of the most tulented and
successful in our profession to a salary less than that paid the
head cook at Parker's, or the chicf clerk in the Fifth Avenue or
the Grand Pacific?

*« Upon what meat doth’this our Cwesar feed,
That he, is grown so great,”
that he may accumulate annually by hundreds of thousands, while
he is unwilling to bestow the pittanco of a livelihood upon theso
who aro carrying the heavy burdens and doing the hard service of
directing. zdvising, superintending school affaits,— of prime interest
to the State —The New England Journal of Education.

“WE LEARN TO DO BY DOING.”

This statement adivits of a two-fold interpretation.  Onois truo,
tho other, false. Jtis not therefore a good aphorism, and should
be aveided in a scientific discussion of the Att of Teaching. )



