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fesstonal honor have come m aloug unfortunutely with a proportion

of drones to keep down the reputation and the pay of the profes-
sion. ‘Pheso evils let us trust, as many feel sure, are lessening and
will soon dsappear.  Meantime lot us not cty out for legal nasis-
tance or ratse our puy, tll wo have exhausted vur resources in rid-
cing the profession of these who have latherto only lcssened its
officiency, its reputation and its remuneration.

On the uther hand wo have the right tu apect that these who
hold the power to legislate and administer will look above and be-
yond tho confhcting interests of tho present to the unchanging
principles that underlio the full development of social, intollectunl
and moral forces ; that they muke amplo and far-secing provision
for the education of the young, mcluding the untrannnelled and
uninterrupted dischago of the teacher’s dutics.

Tt should be within the sphere of legislation to wako ndequate
aud attamable provisiun fur a teacher’s residence in every well to
do section. Nu one thing could help the cause of permancucy
wore.  Jow to provide this cannot be here discussed, but till this
is done there cannot be true permanency. And why should the
teaching profession alune be expeeted to live without homes, and
on mcomes su small and precarous that teachers cannot in reasvn
be expected to provide homes for themselves? Why cannot some
provision be made in law by which a fair proportion of public
grants shall go to the secctions that provide residences for their
teachers, aud Lo tho teacher who holds u life certificate aud resides
in that residence from year to year{ ‘Thus hberahty on the part
of trustaes and higher qualifiecations and permanency on the part
«f the teacher would Le directly rewarded.

Provision should Le made that will sccure prompt and simple
supply of applunces both as to accommadation and apparatus for
the ctiicient discharge of the teacher's duties. Many a teacher is
worried and discouraged, sometimes to the extent of changing
schools Lecause ho cannot get needed supplies. ’

Provision should also be made for n teacher’s assistance and self-
improvement during his months and years of lnbor.  Why should
not every Buard of Trustees Le required to furnish a library con-
tanung a fuw of the best authurs on departments of professional
work, some works of reference, and at least onc educatioral
perivdical 7 While such provisions may be clussed amony the Jess
mportant aneans of securing permanency, it and vthers have their
place and should not be overlooked.

Tollowing are some of the papers presented at the annual meet-
ing of the Ontariv Teachers® Assuciativn, held in Torento, August
11th, 12th and 13th, 1885 :—

ENTRANCE EXAMINATION.

SHULLD IT BE PLACED AT THE END OF THE FIFTH (LAsS !

Perhaps it would be well at the outset to inquire if it should, as
it exists at present, be placed at the end of any class.  Some years
ago when the amount of Government grant to the high schoolsand
collegiate institutes depended largely on the number of pupils in
attendance, there was uaturally a desire on the part of high schoul
teachers and others to gather in by every laudable means, and
sometimes by means not very laudable, as many pupils as possible.
The result of such a course wounld svon be thut the high schools
would be crowded with a class of young pupils for whown theso in-
stitutivns were never intended. In this way their vsefuliiess would
soon be imperilled if not altogether destroyed.

To prevent such an undesirable state of affairs ‘ entrarce oxumi-
nation ” was introduced. It appears to bo a necessity at the time.
It was predicted it would fail ; but it dido't. It fullilled well the
purpuse for which it was intended. Many a high schoul in the
Province owes a debt of giatitude to the originator of the plan.
But now as the disease is cured, why continue taking the medicine?

The grants to the high schools and collegiate institutes no longer

materially depend on the number of pupils in attendance ; there-
foro wo venture tho opinion that within certain limits the right of
admission might edfely be left in the hands of the high school
jwmasters themselves,  Should any restriction bo found necessary wo

would suggest that the candidates be examined only in the subjects
of Arithmetic and Grammar with a paper on English.  This would
be sufliciont to show if they were fit to ontor on a high school
courso. Should pupils unduly cram for this examination theirs
would be the loss, 1t would readily bo discovered during the term.
Tho clasgification in the high school would not be moro uneven
than at present,

By this change High School masters and inspectors would bo re-
lioved of a burdon of unnecessary work, at a time of the year
when thoy need rest more than money ; and the country would gain
considerable, not so much in the saving of the small amount of
money paid for services to examiners, as from vigorous and healthy
work done by theso gontlomen after & woll spent holiday soason.

Lot it be granted that this “‘entrance examination” is to be con-
tinued. We shall now proceed to inquire whether it should be a
test of tho wurk dune in the fifth class, ur as it 13 supposed to be at
present, a test of the work of the fourth class.

If the recont oxamination papers for entmmnce to High Schools
are really a test of the work that should be expected of pupils
j before entering the fifth class, then we do not wish, so far as these
subjects are concerned, tu see the standard of entrance to High
Schouls raised, at least fur some time to come.  We refer specially
to the Jast History paper, as being outside the range of fifth cluss
work, In fact this paper should come lust on examination, as itis
calculated to discourage pupils who have prepared ouly the pre-
scribed course, I may not be & cumpstont judge. Lot us put it
to a fair test.

We would like to ask how many teachers in the Provinee make
it a test of fourth class work in their schools? In how many schools
in cities and towns 18 it adopted as a test for entrance to fifth class ¢
We venture to answer, in very few, if any. Further, we aro of
opinion that in the subjects covered by the examination papers it is
already practically placed at the end of the fifth class by the com-
mittee who preparo the questions.  We think this is right ; but we
sco no good reason why tho other subjects of the fifth class course
should not be included.

By the time a pupil is prepared to pass the entrance examination
as at present, he is well advanced n Algebra, Geometry, Book-
keeping, otc., in a good Public Schuol. He then enters the lowest
form m the High School, and finds that he must work for six
mouths or a year with pupils who are just begmning these latter
subjects. There is evidently a loss of time here. Tor this reason,
as also on the principle of cconomy, we say that the work of the
High School aud that of the Public achool should not eonincide,
but should rather be continuous. There is no good reason why the
work in the senior class in a Public School and the work in the
junior class in & High School should be the same,  Where such is
tho case, the same municipality or corporation has to pay twice for
a certain amount of work, and frequently the work is not so
efliciently done in the High School, because the salaries paid in the
Towor pousitions are nout usually such as to guarantee the services of
first-cluss oxperienced teachers. These positions are frequently
tilled by comparatively inexperienced teachers—often by young men
fresh from the University without any training in the art of teach-
ing. and lacking in that knowledgo of commereial work so necessary
for buys, the majunity of whomare 8o soon to be engaged in the active
duties of life.

When we hear of a graduate of a university acceptinga position in
¢ & high school at §500 per annum, we may be pretty well assured it

is all his services in that position are worth.

Here we might advance another reason why it would be to the
advantage of the great majority of pupils to remain at the public
|schoul in preference to going to the high school for six months or o
yyear. Assvonasa pupil enters upon his high school course his
jattention is divided among a number of new studies, most of which
hie dues uot pursue far enough to be of any practical benefit to lum.
Dr. Murgan, a celebrated Buglish mathematician, would cali this the
first state, viz.: that in which the pupil learns simply the alphabet,
of the subject, and wlich is of no use t» him exeept as preliminary
to the second state, in which he can think and follow reasoning
well.  His third division—that of original discovery, is one upon
which we cannot hupe that vur pupils may enter upon a system
assumably based upun psychological foundations, but 1 reality de-

tined by programmnies, limit tables, and orders-in-council.

Wo think then in all cases where circumstances do not permit, or




