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" birthight," of " pottage" and " pot-
ash," is an example of humour of by
no means an unusual class. Another
.tudent was asked to give some ac-
count of Volsey. His reply was
ui que. "Wolsey was a famous
General who fought in the Crinean
War, and who, after being decapitated
several times, said to Cromwell: ' Ah,
if I had only served you as you have
served me, I would not have been
des ted in my old age !'"

In an examinition destined to test
the general knowledge of young lads
about to enter the ranks of profession-
al student life, a series of questions
was put as tests of the reading of the
candidates. The following were sone
of the replies obtained from jhe as-
piring youths. "What was the Star
Chamber?" Aaswer: "An astrono-
mer's room."-" What was meant by
the Year of Jubilee ?" Answer :
" Leap-year."-'What was the Bronze
Age? " Answer: " When the new
pennies became current coin of the
realm."-" What are the Letters of
Junius ? " Answer : " Letters written
in the month of June."-" What is
the Age of Reason? " Answer :
" The time that has elapsed since the
person of that name was born."

The replies given to questions of a
scientific nature are often of a remark-
ably curious, not to say extraordinary
kiid, and appear frequently to result
from a want of appreciation of the
exact meaning of th( teaching. We
know, for example, of a student in a
popular class of physiology, who on
being asked to describe the bones of
the arm, stated in the course of his
reply that the bone of the upper arm
(named humerus in anatomy), "was
called the humorous, and that it re-
ceived its name because it was known
as the 'funny bone."' The Latin
name of the bone had evidently be-
come confused in the student's mind
with the popular name given to the
elbow, the nerve of which on being

violently struck, say, against a piec
of furniture, gives rise to the weil
known sensation of "pins and
needles " in the arm and hand. An-
other answer given in an anatony
class is worth recording. The teacher
had described the larsus or ankle-
bones- the scientific name of course
being simply the .atin equivalent for
the ankle. No such philological idea
had troubled at least the student who
replied to a question concerning the
ankle, "that it was called the tarsus
because St. Paul had walked upon it,
te the city of that name !" Still more
ludicrous was the confusion of ideas
which beset a student who was ques.
tioned regarding the nature of the
organ known as the pancreas or
"sweetbread," which, as most readers
know, is an organ situated near the
stomach, and supplying a fluid of
great use to the digestion of food.
The reply of this latter student w'as
as follows : " The sweetbread is called
the Pancreas, being so r.amed after
the Midland Railway Station in Lon-
don." Anything more extraordinarv
or ludicrous than the confusion oi
ideas as to the relation between St.
Pancras Railway Station and an
organ of the human body, can hardly
be conceived.

It is related of a rough-and-ready
examiner in medicine that on one
occasion having failed to elicit satis-
factory replies from a student regard-
ing the muscular arrangements of the
arm and leg, he somewhat brusquely
said: " Ah! perhaps, sir, you could
tell me the names of the muscles I
would put in action were I to kick
you !" " Certainly, sir," replied the
candidate; " you would put in motion
the flexors and extensors of my arms,
for I should use them to knock you
down." History is silent, and per-
haps wisely so, concerning the fate of
this particular student. The story is
told of a witty Irish student, who,
once upon a time, appeared before


