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THE SMITBFIELD CLUB CATTLE SHOW.

.Abridged from the Mark Lane Express.
Wc have again the pleasure Io offer a report of

the annual gatlheiing of the Smithfield Club.
It is very gratifying a all times to be able to re-
port satisfactory progress; und of this ve have
abundant evidence on the preseit occasion. The
improvements made in the showyard, allowing
more space for the exhibition both of stock and
implements, the beautiful order of arrangement,
the cleanliness and nieat fittings to the stalls, the
dispositiou of the various pens, and the easy ap-
proacli Io every animal, make a visit more thah
usually interesting. TLe whole arrangement re-
flects great credit upon the indefatigable Secre-
tary, and his able coadjutors, the Stewards of the
Show. We might further say that we have sel-
dom seen such an assemblage of contented faces.
The proverbial grumbling said to be inherent in
the Biitish farmer is for once, at ail events, thrown
aside ; we meet onuly with, the composed and
happy countenance, manifesting deep interest in
the exceedingly good and great show before
them. It is true that, occasionally, individual
specitnens of each breed of animals have sur-
passed those shown at the present meeting; but
we think, as a whole, it is above the aveiage,
and that eaci separate breed is fully and ad-
mirdAly represented. We have watched care-
fully for several years the atiempts made to-in-
troduce new breeds of cattle and sheep, by cross-
ing in various ways. This year has certairly
produced some very good specimens of the kind.
Amongst themn we would naine the Eari of Rad-
nor'r steer, Mr. Hower's ox, and Mr. Tucker's
heifer, in the cattle classes, and Mr. Drtice's three
sheep. We mention the latter, as we have had
cur eye upon them for some time, as knowing it
was an attempt at a new character of animal, to
be derived from Cotswold and Down cross. At
the Gloucester meeting, we reported unfavora-
bly,: they then deno'ed large, coarse heads and
oflal, with no counterbalance ia frame. The spe-
cimens shown at this meeting are a very great
improvement, and is the resuit of judicious in-
and-in breeding. It is certain that these crosses
have.produced some extraordinary animais; and
it is interesting to ascertain and notice how they.
favor the sire or the dam. The Shropshire breed,
specimens of which were exhibited by tle Earl.
of Aylesford, aie very-superior animais, and are,
we believe, the resuit of careful crossing from
Down and Leicester. We are not aware of other
attempts ât continuous crossing, but shall be glad
to receive any reports. thereof, if attended with
success worth4y of notice..

In! the cattle.classes, we have not much to re-
mark or, this head.; indeed, we do not know of
any continuou., cross, with a view to perpetuate
thie breed showni a '!.e yard. Those shown were
very good specimens i a single.cross.

SHEEP.
The sheep classes, as a whole, were vell re-

presented, the Down and half-bred classes par-
ticularly so; but we should like tu hava seen a
better nad more numerons class of lonu-wools of
both kinds, that is, Leicesters, and long-wools
not being Leicesiers. Some good animais were
shown, but, we tlink. not equal to former years.
The extra stock class contained several very good
specimens of these bieeds, bnt nothing worthy of
more especial notice. In the cross-bieed classes
many very splendid sheep were shown; proving
satisfactorily the desirability of continîuuus at-
tempts to introduce improved breeds. In the
Down classes we thinîk great progress is yet
making: our taste accords most with the produc-
tion of agreat weight of food of good quality in a
given time, either in growth or feeding. We
think the Hampshire Downs shown gave de-
cided advantage.s on Ihis point, being very large,
and heavy. The pure Downs also gave evideunce
of improvement. We never saw the Duke of
Richmond's Downs show so well ; they retain
their symmetry under a broader frame of greater
substance.

PJg,
The celebrated Coleshjill breed, though fairly

represented, are not equal to former years, and ve
miss the class of fine porkers, o the kit.d bred
by Mr. F. Hobbs, and others of the saine seltool.
As a whole, with the exception of class 31, we
do not think the-pig classes so well sustained as
usual.

AGnICULTURAL ROOTS.
Thomas Gibbs & Co., Half-moon street,

seedsmen to the Royal Agricultural Society, have
a better selection of roots (all from their own
seed) than·we expected it was possible to have
exhibited this year. A drum-head cabbage was
pointed out weighing 31albs.: various roots of
mangel-wurtzel, of Long Red, weighing
from 15 to 21 lbs.; Yellow Globe do. at-
taining to 211 lbs. weight; Red Globe do,.
18 lbs. The variety of Long Red is said to
have produced this season 56 tons per acre,
and gruwn by Mr. Smith, of Harrow Weald,
Middlesex. We were greatly interested in see-
ing several specimens from tie Royal Farms-
Yellow Globe mangel-wurtzel, weighing.21 lbs.,
from the crop ' hich won the first prize of the
Royal Edst Berks Association ; several speci-
mens of Purple-top Swede, from the same farms,
of very large size: we saw no specimens else-
where te equal them. Several specimens of
swedes and mangel grown by Prince Albert ýand
for whioh his Royal Highness has gained the sit-
ver cup of the Royal South Bucks Agricultural
Society, and prizes from the East Berks Agricul-
tural Association respectively, for two years ruan-
ning,) are excellent even for the best turnip sea-
sons. Those of the Duke of Bedford and Sir
John Cathcart are litile inferior, while Mr. How-
ard has one-fully equal. The specimens of khol
rabi and Belgium carrots, the latter grown by
Col. Challoner, are also remarkably fine. Seeds
are fully np to expectation as to quality ; and, in
variety, far beyond enumeration.


