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The expense of cultivation aud preparatwoun for
market 18 very considerable—say 40 to 60 dol-
lars per acre.~Eps.]

The success of growing a crop of tobacco de-
pends much upon eurly plantings. A matter of
the first importance in uts cultivation is to pro-
vide a sufliziency of young plants to set the
crop, and in oraer to do this the planter must
sow a bountiful sapply of seed, as the youny
plants are subject to m.ny casualties belore a
#aood stand” is had. In this Intiwude, the time
of seeding extends from the first of Junuay to
the fiist of Apeil, and m ordinary seasous a
bountiful supply can be obtained by sowing at
ary time duning the periods aluded to. It is
generally hest, however, to sow as soon as the
winter atfords such a spell of weather as will al
low a goud preparation of the s.il.  New or
forest land is preterable for plant-beds, and they
are prepaved by first burning the surface with
brush or wood sufficiently to destroy the seed of

ny vegetation in the l.ud, as grass or weeds.

Jeds prepared in the early part of the seasou re-
quire more burning than those at a later period.
There is but little danger of burning too hard,
however, ai any time, as .he plants generally
succeed Lest upon the beds most theroughly
burned.  After the beds wre thus burnt and cool-
ed off, they ure dug up with a common sprout-
ing hve to =« depth sufficient to afford the
iplant 2 loose suil in which to extend its
‘[rools. lare should be taken 1o leave the sur-
facesoil us much on top, in the preparation of
the bed, as possible, as the young plants will
take a quickes and better growth.  After the
bed 1s well pulverized by hoeing and raking, the
seed mixed with dry ashes are to be sowed as
evenly as possible over the surface, at the rato
of & common table spoonful to every 80 square
yards (cubic measme), the bed lightly raked
over or trod evenly with the feet and well cov-
sered with brush, on which there should be no
eaves, and protected from the intrasion of stock.
280 soon as the young plants attain the size of a
hollar the brush may be removed—if the weather
& very dry the brush may be suifered to remain
§0 advantage, and when removed taken off in the
gening—with seasonsble weather, the plants
frill soan he large enough for transplanting.

§ The laud designed for the crop shoald be fer-
¥le—if not naturally so, should be made so by
funaring.  Any common manure will answer a
Faluable purpose, tobacco be ng a plant thatde-
lizhts in a mich soil.  The land should be deep-
7 sud thoroughly ploughed, whenever practica-
ble, in the fall’ or winter. and be subjected to the
ttion of the frosts of winter, In thisthereisa
wofold advantage: 1st, Tt destroys many in-
%ls that injure or destroy the young plant;
I, It rend r5 the land more friable and more
ily cultivated.  Asthe season approaches for
lanting out the weed' (which is here from May
b July), the land should be ploug! ed again and
tptelean. It is then to belaid off with a
lough three and = half feet one way and three

feet the other, und a small hiil madein or on the
check, as way be preferred, tor the veception of
the plaut.  Tbe hill should be raised a littie
nhove the common level of the surface—thesize
of the hill being a mattev of fancy with the plunt-
er. and ot rezgarded as a matter cf consequence
in general.  So svon as the plants have attam-
ed a sufficient size for trausplanting, they may
be drawn from the bed und planted out on the
hills whenever tnere is moisture enough to pre-
vent their dying. This is wenerally dove after a
shower; but, should the land be very wet, it is
best to wait until it dries or settles some, as the
plant will do best set when the lard i3 not too
wet.  The plant, if it survives the transplanting,
will soon cowmence growing, and requires 1o
attention until the weeds and grass begin to make
their appearance, aud must be subdued by the
plough and hoe.  Shouid the earth become hard
sbout thé plant, the hill should be lighuy
scraped with & hoe.  This will greatly ptomote
the growth of the plant.  When the plant be-
comes large enough, the bottom or plants leaves
may be broken off. Ths is called pruning. and
the land may then be deeply and thorouzhly
ploughed, taking care not to iujuve the roots of
the plaut, and the plant hilled up by following
with hoes,s1d throwing the loose soil around it,
In lond that has been kept c'ean, this may be
the last ploughiny ; the weeds and buskes may
be kept down with the hoe, should any appear.

Where the plant is large enough to top, the
leaves neavest the ground are to be broken off
and the bud taken out, leaving on the stalk the
number designed for"the plant. The number of
of leaves, as we remarked ahout the size of the
hill, is much a matter of fancy; yet it has more
to do in forming the future character of the to-
bacco than most planters seem apprised of. Ex.
perience has fully demomonstrated that ten
leaves are sufficient for a plant, and thisis al-
most a universal practice .nong our best plant-
ers. The fiist plant, if the crop has grown off
unevenly, may be placed to rwelve leaves; the
next topping may be t n, and as the season ad-
vances, the numoer may be lessened, as the ap-
pearance of the crops and season indicate. This
will insure move uniformity in maturing of the
crop, saves much labor, and adds to the value of
the crop, making it uniform in quality. At this
stage of the crop the care and attention of the
planter is almost constantly required to keep off
the worms and other insects which prey upon it,
and in breaking off the suckers which soon ap-
pear upon the stalk at every lerf.  Ampie em-
ployment may be afforded to every idler about
the premises.

As the plant approaches matnrity, it begins
%0 thicken, and assumes a stiff, slick, and mot-
ley appearance, which the most unpracticed eye
will readily detect. Should the weuther be
favorable (viz.: dry), the first ripe plants may
be permitted to remain standing until a suffi-
cient quantity is matured to satisfy the planter
in making a regular cutting. If, lhowever, the



