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When the flock reaches the mountains, each
shepherd has his proper houndary marked out,
and the propriciors of the land are paid about
twenty pence per sheep for their feed during the
Sumiuner, The shepherds sleep with their flocks
in the open air, and live almost entirely on hread
and goats’ milk.

Inthe south-west of France, on those wild
plains called Les Landes, the shepherds lead a
very singularlife.  The country consists of large
tracts of deep sand, or of marshy ground, with
scanty herbage aud prickly shrubs.” That they
may cross® these sands without difliculty, the
shepherds fasten stilts, or wooden poles five
feet long, to their legs, putting them on and
off as regularly asany part of thew dress. When
their floc] : are grazing, they do not take off these
stil's, but remain clevated upen them that they
may the better wateh their sheep.  The top of
the long staff which they use in walking is made
Sroad and round, so that they ean sit upon it.
Thus scated they knit stockings all day, and,
clad in her rongh sheepskin coats and caps, they
have a most singular appr .rance, looking likeso
many little watch-towers seattered our the count-
ry.  The rate at which they can travel on these
tall stilts js sad to be equal to that of a trotting-
horse.

Some of the sheep-owners in Australia possess
fiftcen or twenty thousand sheep, and these are
led out to graze before sunrise, and folded or
brought Lack to the sheep-yard at night.  The
wild dogs of that country aie great cnemies to
the sheep, ard wid scmetimes fall zpon them in
the open day. The shepherd is, therefore, al-
ways on the wateh ; and in setting np his fold, he
vses hurdles made of slender rods of iron or oak
seven feet long, and so close togcther that the
iambs cannot escape, nor dows enter, By the
side of this fold he places a moveable, weather-
tight hut, in which with his dogs he passes the
night, keeping a fire burning near the hut to
scare away thewiid dogs. e hasalso to watch
against a more crafty fue in the escaped conviet,
whose retreat into the interior of the country is
said o be usnally well stored with mutton stolen
from the different folds.

forticalinral,

On the obfaining of a New ard Superior
Parsnip from the Wild Species.

As the origin of some of our common cultiva-
ted plants has been censidered by some to be a
matter of extreme mysterv.—a few (2 vers few)
among hotanists, holding the nution that such
really huve deseended to us from the Garden of
Eden,—we shall hera give an aceount of same
successiul experiments in the ennobling of the
wild parsnip, in order, if possille, to pnint out
the principhes eennected with the duvdopmcnt
of these useful roots,

Professor Ruckman, of the Royal Agricultu-
ral College, Princeton, in the autumn of 1847,
gathered sume seeds of the Pastinaca Sative,
(the wild pausnip) which was sown in the fol-
lowing spring.  On coming up, the plants were
thinned. and when sufficiently advanced it was
found that most of the plants had the hairy, dark
coloured leaves, with nmrow segments, of the
ordinary wild plants.  Amongst these, however,
were a few plants with the leaflets larger, a
brighter colour, and smooth, like those of the
cultivated examples.  These latter, then, were
lelt for the crop; andin the autumn of thesame
vear the rools were tuken up, and the best of
them sto ed in sand, to be transplanted for the
growth of seed.

Many of the second generation from the wild
stock showed, on coming to maturity, more or
less of improvement, on the small. wiry root of
the wildspecies  Some of them had a generally
clear, well-shaped outline, with a few lateral
roots, whilst the foliage had assumed the ferm
and colour of the garden pasnip. The objee-
tionable lateral routs werein reality examples of
finger and toe, which in a cultivated paisnip is
sure 10 be derived from a degenerate stock ; but,
just as in the crop parsnip, this tendency may be
considered as the sign of degeneracy, so in the
present case it was viewed as an evidence of
advance to a better form frem the wild state.
The selection of the best of these for seed. aud
again selecting in like manner fiom the produce,
in ten years resulted in the production of a new
variely of paisnips, possessing the following ad-
vantages:

1. A more perfect outline, as being free from
finger aud toe.

2. Abetter flavour than the ordinary parsnip.

3. As being of a newer sort, and as yet not
degencrated in constitution frem vepeated culti-
vation in the same soil, it may be expected tobe
freer from tendencies to malformztion or disease.

Professor Duckman found that this parsnip in
formn was all that conld he desired, its vooi te-
markably clear and stvaight, free from lateral |
branchlets, and its fiavour such as to renderit
the best of ail caltivated varicties. Tle saveit
the name of the * Student;” and finding it im-
possible to continue growing it in the same soil
without deaeneracy, he assigned the seed to the
wobknown  nurserymer,  Messis. Sutier, of
Reading, whe have grown it with great care, and
the fullowing is theivreport of theiv cvop of 1861

“We are happy 10 1ell you that, in hfting
some of each of the varieties of pamrsnips in our
trial ground, vour ¢Student” was decidedly
the bhest shape. varving in length, but. always
clean and straight.”™

Such testimony then is good evidence of the
value of this new form  of parsmp, whilst the
case, as we have detailed it, cannot fail tobe
interesting 1o these who would study the origin
of our esculent vegetabies.  If the points before
mieutivued, gutbering seed and sowing it in pre




