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When thei flock reaebcs the mountains, each
shepherd lias bis proper boundary maried out,
and the propnettors of the land aire paid about
twenty petie per sheep for their feed during the
Summier. The sheplherds sleep w'ith their flocks
in the open air, and live alimost entirely on bread
and goals' milk.

lIn the south-west of France, on those wild
plains called Les Landes, the shepherds lead a
very singular ife. Te country consists of large
tracts of deep sand, or of îmarshy grounîd, whi
seanty herbage and priekly shrubs. That they
may cross' these sands witiout diilculty, the
sheplierds fasten stilts, or wooden poles five
feet long, to their legs, putting theni on and
off as regularly asany part of their dress. When
their flocl . are grazing, they do not take off these
stilz, but remain elevated upon themn that they
may the better wati ieir sheep. The top of
the lon- staff which they use in walking is made
-road and round, so that they can sit upon il.
Thus scated they knit stockings all day, and,
clad in ber rougîh shep-skin coats and caps, they
haI e a nost singular app' .trance, lookintg like so
nany lile watch-towers scattered our the count-

ry. h'lie rate ai which thev ean travel on ibese
tall stilts is sad to bo equal to thait of a trotting-
horse.

Some of the sheep.owners in Australia possess
fifteen or twenty thousand shcep, and these are
led out to graze before sunrise, and foled or
brought back to the sheep.yard at night. The
wild dogs of that country aie great enemies Io
the sheep, m'd m id sometimes flIl upon thein in
the open day. The shepherd is, tberefore, al-
ways on the watch ; and in setting np his fold, he
uses hurdles made of slender rods of iron or oak
seven feet long, anud so close togethor that the
1mns ennnot escapt nor do!s enter. By the
side of this fold he places a moveaile, weather-
tight but, in which wiith his dogs he passes the
nigit, keepng a fire burning near the but to
scare away the wiid dozs. Hie Is also to watch
against a more craftv fo in the escaped convict,
viose retreat into tIhle interior of the country is

said to be uisually well stored with inutton stolen
fron the difTrent folds.

fjortifultuiral.

On the obtaining of a New and Superior
Parsnip from the Wild Species.

As the iorigin nf some o.' our conmon cultivia-
ted plants has been coidelreud by some to be a
matter of extrene mvsterv.-a fev (.1 very few)
umong hotanisits. hoiding'h mli. tion I tat such
reailly have descledeId o us fron tIthe Garden of
Eden,-we shall hre give n aercnt of sonie
successful experinctuls in the ennobling of lthe
wild pansnip, in order, if p Iosald, o point ont
the prinà es · rnnected wi th the d1 !o.cat
of these useful roots.

Professor ]?ucIimlant, of the Royal Agricultu-
ral College, P inceton, in the autnnt of' 147,
gathered soe seeds et the Pastinaca Sativa,
(thei wild pasnip) wh;eh was soitn it the fol-
lowing spring. On coming up, the plants wtere
hinnIed. andi when si.tiicienliy advanccd it wns

found thai most of the plants had the hairy, dark
coloured leaves, with narrow segmtents, of tho
oidinlary wuild plants. Amînottgst these, however,
were a fev plants witi the leaflets langer, a
brighter colouir, and smnooth, likze those of the
eultivated exanmpks. These latter, then, Ivere
leil for the crop ; attd in the autum of thesaime
vear the -ools were taken up, and the best of
ihen sto ed in sand, to be translainted for tie
growi of seed.

Many of the second generation from the wild
stock showed, on coming to maturity, more or
less of imiprovement, on the smali. wiry root of
the wiild species Some of then iad a generally
clear, well-shaped outline, with a few lateral
roots, whilst lthe foliage had assutmed the form
and colour of the garden patsttip. h'lie objee-
tionable aterail routs were il reality examples of
fitnger and toe, which in a cultivated paismtp is
sire to be derived froi a degetnerate stock i but,
just as in the crop parsnip, titis tendency may be
considered as the sign of' degcneracy, so in the
preseit case it was viewed ,s an evidence of
advance to a better fo mi from lte wild state.
The seleclion of lte best of these for seed. and
again selecting in like manier f oni the produce,
in ten yeats resulted in Ite production of a new
variety ofipaisnips, possessing the following ad.
v'antagecs:

1. A more perfect outline, as being free from
finger aind toe.

2. Abrt ter flavour thanatt the ordinary parsnip.
3. As being of a newe-r sort, and as yet tot

degenerate iin constitution frem repeated culti-
vation in the saie soi], it may obe expected tobe
freer firon tendencies to nmalfot usîion or disense.

Professor flhiman foutnd thltt titis parstiip in
forn was aill that coltd he desired, ils root re.
narkably clear and straiglt, free froin lateral
brancihlets, an'd ils fiavour suih as to render it
the best of ail cultiv-ated varicties. IIe .rave il
the namne of the " Student -" anld fintdingi il um-
possible to contiuie growitng itl in the same soil
withtoutdeeea, lie assigned the seed to the

w/.noun mnreryme', Mess Suttor, of
leadinto, w-li haveerowi il with great care, and

the folliowign is their report of their crop of 16i:
"We are hapy.v o t-il you that in tfting

some of each of tih varietics of pnaisiips in our
trial grounid, your uSndnt" was decidediy
the best. shape, varying in leitl but. alway
elenn and strait." u

Suri testimîony then is gond evidence of tiP
-alute of titis ttev fmin of parsnpi, Iviulst the
case, as w-e have deraild it, cannot fail to be
inetesting 1o Itr-se wio vould study lthe ori.gin
of our escilent vegtables. If the points before
mtt1ientd, iatbi- inig std and sowinîg it in pre


