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SAVING MANURE.

As the period of the ye'tr when farmers yard or stable their stock is appruaching, it is
all-important th.at proper measures should lie taken to preserve intact all the eleeiints of
fertility usually to be found in the imanure heap. It is indisputabl'l that a lare poiion
oftlhe ftrming eommunity do not colleet sU great an amount of nutriment to returni to Ihe
soil a it is ini tieir power to do ; and it is also undeniable, that a still laiger nîumîýber Jo
nor pay the attention to what they do accuinulate that they ought.

The value ofîmanure depeuds, in a high degree, upon the anunaniacal properties it coi-
tains. As thiis salt las a great afflinity for water. rains and moisture will s in carry it
away, and after tsvo or three leaehirgs the pile is rendered ahniost wIrtless. In adli-
tion t.> aninonia, nearly ail the other compionents of farm yard maniure, as potiash, sIda,
&c., are likewise sOluble, and are readily remnoved by water. When imanure is ts cx-
posed for any length of tine, nothing but insoluble inaterial io left-that wiich is coin-
paratively valueless is givent tote soil with the vain expectation of promoting the eie-
ments f fertility.

Many experiments iave been made for the purpose of testing the relative v-orth oi nia-
nure properly cared for, and that expased to the action of the weather. One of thieSe, by
Lord K1xx.unn, under the auspices of the Royal Ag. Society, in wihieh potatoes wais the
erdip grown, the .ield averaged upwards of four tons in favor of covei ed m,. porl. Epon
two. acres of wiieat-wlielh wzas fed with nianure that was cared for-the Iroduice anit,
cd to 108 bushels 52 pounds; while upon anîother two acres, treated with an egnal ana uni
of unecvered nanure, the yield was but 63 bushIs 57 iouiinds. 1In the grLn I of stian tIle
produce w-as very marked-tie first field produced 9,b42 pounds, while the ield of the
second was but 6,864 pounds.

Cheical analyses liave also aided in giving light upon this sulject. It ha1 ;1 en sub-
stantially demonstratedi that covered containied double the nitrogenized proierties po'e.sed
by the unsheltered1, and that while the later contained only eiu/-tcudt/ pet cent. of* put as
and soda, the foraier had fuilly ieo per cent. The proof of this analy sis is fully "wo ed
out" in the growtlh of the straw in the experinents mentioned.

There are seŽ er;d things to whihli the farmer shoula give hi3 attentin in the care of
the manure lap. 'utrefiction, or decomposition, needs to be proiated suah asrb-
ents as will prevent the dissipation of armonia into the atmosphere ought to b-, emîilaiOy-
ed ; and the robbery, by lec.hing, of whatever sun and air have seen fit to leai e pre\ cnt-
ed. To accomîplisi the first ofthese objects comparative dryness of situattint ib reajii ed.
DaLmpneO:s is a neecessaýry element of decay, but we think all that is abs»olultely m antilig
for this purpose is contained by the voidings ofeattle. Another requirenient is the coin-
paCtncss ofU the heap. IIeat is sooner generated where tie mnînure is soiewiat solid --
the moisture is better prescr% cd, and "fire-fanging, " or burning, is not so mlîuî h to be
feared. 'l'ie foling mode practiced biy Mr. MEcim, of Triptreehall, Enand, is
constiered te most perfect inii use. The whole of his cattle, slcep and pigs are lse p t un-
der cover, on sparred wooden flooring, which pernits their droppings to fall througli thc
openîirgs into cellarb or chambers bencath. To ac.coinplishî the end souglit mire efeeutai-
ally, the straw is all eut up into short lengths, and saturated with liquid nil eake, or lii-
seeil, and mixed wiih ground corn, and in this way his entire amount of straw is used
solely as food, no bedding being required.

This systein, wien lirsti broughît into vogue, was assailed by many of Uie writers on
agricultural subieets, and coidemned in no ncasured terms, " as preposterous, expeasue,
unsatisfaEtory in its resultzs, and coitrary to the nature of animals so fed." T liC.7/o-
PE f* D,:/ sh jl:uiure, iii reply to the assertions, says Thesce poitiii imi.-t he- de-
cided naît by ticory, but by prolonged experience. With regard to the point v ic;!ies
in the way of this article-the valtie of manure niade by Mr. MECIII's plan-it alilearl's a
self-c idient proposition, that the nanure so obtaiied nust, from the absonce ,; anythi.g
like active fernientiaion, be siperior ti all otier kinds derived froi the ordiiary mîles
pursued, just in proportion to te loss sustiiied froin fermentation ly onle or tihe othier
of thiese." The grt g·d in %alue of ianure thus made, is clained upo ii the h-up
tion that amni-h very base of ercigsbtne-sams hl eand
thiat the modc inost efflectually prevents the eseape of thiis clenient of fertility.

In Belgium, aceording to Senn EirTZ, imanure is accunulated in the stales. The e.:t-
tic are placcd ui pon a kind of patfom rab-el ahiae the pavement of the stab-, aid the

e droppinags being witldrawa fr-oi unider. thei, are trOdden down and allow ed to a: ui-
ate upon the fIloor.


