
W broken xul
likened, darmi
)f nature, t^
L^anadian ladies
villes." ^^
m" sought to
B to the appeal
much mirth

"wnedtowanh

'86—'none so
» De CourcT
'torj, lamiliw
« party, j^^
although we-

» oocaaion, he
leCanadiaas,
at the otW
noy possibly
these poles,

alighting on
•• OurlwJi
i^as the saft
Dd passed a
i^e the coup

peccannut.
tnthe cot^

»ve by an
he ice yet
an on the

' crossing
: until the
1 canoes,
ar enter- *

ed, how-
delibera-

ordingly

winter,
ou have
iven bj
so that
h a fur
huhian
BfviUes.

roup."
s,» at
m'tha
If the

lliers,

Tori

pur.

>ver,

ome

THE FROPHIOV VVLVILIaXS.
* ..

w9d beast, minted with incessaat and ongovemable langbter. CAieeking

coarse, and taming to behold the cause, we observed, alraut a hundred yards

below us, the sledge of the D'Egvilles, from which the almost convolsiv*

laughter inrooeeded, and at a considerable distance beyond this again^ aa objeok .

the true character of which we were some time in discovering.

'*It appetured, on subsequent explanation, that Oranstoun, who had been
whispering soft nothings in the ear of Julia D'Egville, (here the captain was-

observed to prick his ear without materially dtering his position) hem I
,

Granstounj I say, it appeared had also taken it into his head to give her a sjpe-

1

draen of his agiuty, by an attempt to dear a space between two masses of loe

of somewhat too Areata breadth for a heavy grenadier, buttoned np toths
chin in a pMiderous bear skin coat. He suooeeded in gaining the opposils

pieoeof ice,<bat had no sooner reached it, than he fell, entailed in such

»

msfier in his covering that he found it impossible to eztrioate himself. Ts
aM to^his disaster, tlM force of his fiJl broke off, from the main body, ihs

aeotioti of ioe'en which he rested. Borne down by the current, in spite of}iii

vaid strag^es to free himself) he was unable even to call for aidy lus ingen
moreover being so benumbed with cold that he found it impossible to imbai'
ton the straps which confined his mouth. In this emergency he could only
mtter the strange and unintelligible moan which had reached our ears, and
which, mingled with the bursty of laughter from Julia D'Egville, formed a
most incongruous melange.

" The best of the adventure remains, however, to be told. Numbers of the
pessantry from either shore, provided with poles, guns, and ropes, were now
toi'be seen rushing towards the half congealed Oranstoun, fully imagining— '

nay 'exclaiming—that it was a wild bear, which, in an attempt to cross the
river, ihad had its retreat cut off, and was now, firom insensibility, rendered
hai^mless. Disputes even arose in the distance as to whom the prize should
belong, each pursuer claiming to have seen it first. Nay, more than one gua
had Iwen levelled with a view of terminating all doubt by lodging a bullet in

the carcase, when, fortunately, for the subject in dispute, this proposal was
overruled by the majority, who were more anxious to capture than to slay

the supposed bear. Meanwhile the Canadian, harnessed to the sleigh of tM
D'SgTilles, roared out with all his lungs for the two parties to hasten to the
assistance of the drowning British officer. In the confusion produced by their

own voices, however, they did not amiear to hear or understand him ; yet all

pursued the aim they had in view. ,Granstoun's body was so doubled up that
it was impossible for any one, who had not witnessed the acddent, to imagine
it anything in nature but a bear ; and this impression, the strange moaning
he continued to make, tended to confirm.

" The party of Oanadians, favored by the nature of their floating ice-bridges,

werethe first to come up to him. A desperate effort of his cramped muscles
had enabled Oranstoun to ex^nd one of his legs, at the moment when they
were about to throw a noose round his neck, and this was the first intimation
the astonished peasantry had of their supposed prize being a human being, in-

stead of the fat bear they had expected. Poor Oranstoun was of course liber-

ated from his ' durance vile,' but so chilled from long immersion, that he could
not stand without assistance, and it was not until one of their companions had
approached with a sleigh that he could be removed. Ho kept his bed three
days, as much I believe from vexation as illness, and has never worn his un-
lucky bear skin since ; neither has he forgiven Julia D'Egville the laugh she
enjoyed at his expense. Oranstoun," he concluded, " you may turn now, the ^
story is told."

But Oranstoun, apparently heedless of the laugh that followed this—as m-
deed it did every—narrration of the anecdote, was not to be shaken from his
eauanimity. He continued silent and unmoved, as if he had not heard a word
ofthe oonolnsion.

"Poor Oranstoun," exclaimed the joyous De Gouivy. in a strain of provok-
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