
MR. KEIR'S VISIT. 17

"Is Captain Clevedon offended ? I am se know, without ry tefieg you, if my restlessness

rry! Take me to him, mother, and I will make sas due to that. 0 Irene! I feel s happy!

e amende honorable.""And iast night

h" I don't think you will have the opportunity. A eloud passes over the brightness of bis face.

believe hevas gone home, where, indeed, it is "I did. I feit vretched in looking back upon

ï-igih time we went also. Come, Irene!" my past life: the remembrance of the trouble it

I am ready, mother! Mr.,Keir offers you bas caused mc, and the folies te wbicb it bas

lis arm. No! "-as Eric Keir extends the other been witness, unnorves me. And my happiness

r er benefit-" take care of mamma, and I will to-day (if it can be calcd sucb), my light-bearted-

tllow; thank you!" !ees, rather, proceeds only from the knowledge
Sothey pass through the ballroom and de-tiat you promised to hclp me to forget."

cend the staircase, Mrs. St. John in dignified si- She bas rescated bcrscW by this tire, and he

nce, and the young people with some amount of takes a chair beside ber.

pidation. Yet, as be puts Irene into the car- "As far as it les in my power," she ans-crs;

go, Eric Keir summons up sufficient couragé to "e
sIy-bebhappy?"

"Shall I find yon at home to-morron after- "n my case it 18 80: thora is nothing Ieft for

noon, Miss St. John?" me but forgetfulness-andyour affection."-

She is about to answer timidly that she is Was it a very great trouble, thon?"lshe

»#t sure, when she is again interrupted by ber says, softiy.
Dther. - So great, that it bas destroyed ail the pleas-

"-Yes, we shall be at home, and glad to sec ure of my youth, and thtons to do tie same

u, Mr. Keir; " at which unexpected rejdinder, by tie corfort«ofmagc."
. Keir expresses his grateful thanks, and Irene, "And a woman sas tie cause of it, I scp-
sping Mrs. St. John's hand between both ber pose."

n, lies back upon the cushions, and indulges in "le nota soman at the eottom of al 0cr troub-

Srose-colored dream of coming happiness. les? Women are the cîterior causes of ail pain
and pleasure in tisis world-at least, for us. Yen

At an early hour on the followibg afternoon, bave net lived nineteen years in it vithout dis-
e Keir's horse stands at the door of Mrs. St. covering tbat, Irene?
n's bouse in Brook Street. Hohentersaisurt !hNo!"
ywitk-«rigAt look of expectation on bis lAnd se I look te baoman te cure me of the

"ntenance a ,ithout eremony, tomnsinto a s"oued that a womans baud inflicted; te restore

n-room on the grocnd-floor. te me, as far as possible, treug the treasure of
The servant s-ho admitted him bcd scarcclyber friendship sund he sympathy, the happiness

e0te close the sa-door again,isoetise vis- ticif, xcept fer my os-n mad foiy - I migt
d vanisosed from bis vies-, and left hirg have aspired to-"

ding there, with the message that sas evi- "If yn please, sir, Mrs. St. John t in the

tly fluttering on his lips, stil undeivered. tibrary, and il hel ro akteyou as son

it is Irene's sicting-roem, and ErieKair is as yen can make it convenient toe se ber."
disappointed i" his hepe of finding ber in it- Say I il coma st once."

alone. On te -entrauce ef tieseshrvant tey have
What iii yen say te me for se abrpipt an sprung apart as guiltily as theugis they ad been

rance1>b" ise exclaims, as aseriscs tevelcomalevers, instead of only friands, and, as he.disap

"Does it coma within tise pivileges of apear again, tisey gookat one another censciously

nd te, introduce bimseif, or must I s-ait, lika and laugis.
otisar mac, uti yuur flueeky formaily an.- "Wbat a mysterieus message!"Ilaxclaims
cas me? Oirene 1" g have scarcely slept a Irene; ,is this leapyear? Can mamsra have

k ail night."l any designa on yen?"
"Wbat a lamentable confession'"Iase an- "n tise shape of commissions-s-bat ladies

ara, gayiy. I"If this is tise affects Yte muci have not? I an a perfect martyr to the cause.
ncing, I must bein te assert my prerogativa Whther o-ing te the respectability of my con
cia couser, and order yen te ha more dis- nactin, or mysaf, I cannot say; but teniup.

etln future." ber of notes I an askd to deliver, and Berlin
"0f teemnch dancing!"Il indiantly; "louhwoes to match, is perfectly incredible. But is
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