INTRUDUCTION, : 5
¢
CoMOXANTS. L - '

Amnng the convonants we wiil first take p some of those as to ‘whose mode of representation there can be no question whatever,
Thenm.menmple.mu;mmdld mutes,” p, 1, and & ; amdgmbdouwmemd-hmedbdov
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The ¢ and & of other langunges often do not previsely agree in ohmracter with ours ; m“dhenthluhmhm(nlnded.e\mm
eiseTS0r diferemces, add should note and describe them, if possible.
Of these three, the p is called a “Iabial * mute, because made with the lips; theta “lingual” (or * dental ”), beonune made with the tongue-tip
(and near the lesth), the & & “ palatal ~* or “gutteral,” beoaune made agninst the galate, or sear the throat, with the basck part of the tongue.
Then thare are three other mutes, dlosely related with these; they and their exnumipies are these:
. . Vo ‘ | 3 4 g ’
7 blad O'«nd grog.

manmmmmmhu mummmmmmm mmmmwmdtmm«wvhm they are
produced. They are, therefore, properiy calied the “nonant™ mutes, while the others nre called tx *“surd,” or *“non * or “ toneless " muten—
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mmwc»mmm-m"m“m"mmun u'eﬂmgetherw 3 Umxhy'uhwhnhdthlhomrd
and sonast correspotding muten-4 and 4, p and b, & and g—if it has etther,

In seme languages the mutes (especially the surd ones) are sometimen gttered--in such s way that there ixn little pempnhle purlrof breath, s
kind of A sound. between them and the thllowing sound. In sueh canes they are maid tybe “arpirated.” 'wmemﬂummudsmaned“uplnm
Mwummm-m-mlm (Qroeky, mmmmmtmm
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Aumacmnd-mnllednumm&emwmmmnmmmkmcmthunomhenpsnnult.beeln-un ubmkenor
exploded.

If, now, with just tho same positions of the mont.h-orpns the breath is suffered to pass into or through the nn-o. the rexult is the no-en.lled "ml
mutes,” or “nasal cousvaanta,” or simply “pasls.” Generally, s jnnguage has a nasal correspomuling 0 sach palr of non-nnesl mautes (surd und
no_n‘n'l.;., ‘o, in English we bear ibe labial nasal m, the Uagual nasal &, and the palatal nasal, in sing, dring, etc. This last is just as simple a sound as
elther of the othors, but we have no simple sign for it, and write it with ag. . If thie double sign, or “digraph,” were adopted as its reprosentative, we
sbould have difficalty in distinguishing the simple nasal, as in singer, from the nasal fullowed by & g-ecund, as im finger. The best slagie sabstitate

- Ab it is always to be fo ‘Inu:epflnun(oﬂkm
" The nasals, then, are—

m n A
mum nun stnying.,

The nasa! mutes nre made, ns above defined, with complete closure of the mouth-organs, and get their peculiar nasal quality from the ringing of the
expelled air in the nose.  But !f the snme nasal ringing Is made whiie the mouth-orguns are in a position which produces a vowel  part of the breath
being driven thirough the mouth, ax in orainary vowel utterance, but a part &ixo into or through the nose:, the rexult ix a vowe! with a nasal tang or
tone ndded to 1t, or a “ namal vowel.” The French, for exampte, has four nasal vowels, as in-vin, er, on, un. Whenever such are found in an Indlan
langaage, they may best be written with the proper stxn for just that vowel-sound which i< given, and with the addmcm of a “«uperfor™ a to indiente ~
the nasuiity. Thux, the four French xounds would be reprenente.d thus:

& L & &

ein en o ‘un.

But there are other patre of sund and sonant sounds - without any nasal correspondents),

Thux, for exanple, the £ of Afe and the r of calee stand reiated in this way, the / being made by an expulsion of pure breath, nnd the r of intoned
or sonant breath ;. through precisely the same posftion of the mouth-organ.  In English, this position is a presaing of the upper feeth npon the lower
lip: but some languages iewve out the teeth altogether, and produce very nearly the same sounds between the edges of the two{ips alone. In any
language, it would be well to ook sharply tonewhnher tta’f or v, or both, are of the one kind or thé other, and the purely InMnl pair may best he
written ph and b4,

The th+ound in our words thin and &rufR, and that In fAen and with, ure related in the same way, one being surd and the othor sonant. Although
they are simple sounds, we have no simple signs for them: we maust write them, the thin-fruth one with th and then we «hall best write the other,
the thenzrith one, with oh, Incauve it stands In preetsely the same relation to the th-sound as the d does to the &,

This class of sounds are best called the “spfranta™ Thes ahd r are Ilabinl, and the A and dh are Hngun! (mithough mh patr brings in an
additional organ, the teeth). In Engliah we have no palaal spirants; but they are found in muny languagex. The . for example, hax two ;
one in words like ich and mileh, forined {hrthu‘lomnl on theé tongue; the other, in ach, dneh, ete., further back, m guuumllv By analogy with
the th«lgn we may hest write the Gierman feAsonhd with kA and then, for convenient distinction, we may write the ach-wund'with gh. They are
both surd, and the correxponding nonnm is very rare; if met with (nearly the Arabic “ghain ), it would have to be written with gh

The spirantn, men m— ’

7 - ] th dh kh gh
° : e vake thin then lich} {ach].

We come now to the class of “sibilanta,” or hissing letterx. Our common English 2 nnd z need no explanation: they, too, are correxponding
surd and sonant. But our sh-sound is justes mueh a simple sound ax 2, although we use two letters to write it with: and it, as a surd, has its corre-
sponding sonant in azure and pleasure, (o (usion and adission, and theirlike. 8o, If we continue to write sA, we must represent its sonant by ¢h; ‘and
there in nothing better that we can do.

Thaus, the sibilants are—

s : sh h
mce m . shrewish azwre,

The ch and j sounds in church and judige sre compound, hnvlng fo¢ their last part the sh and zA sounds, with atpreﬂxod mtheonoand s!dto the
other: the ¢ and d, however, forméd in s somewhat differeiit way from our usual ones—namely, further back in the mouth, and with the fiat of the
tongue. They may, if met with, be written vlm (Y ana dsh ; or, for brevity's rake, with cA and j: or even with ¢ instead of oA according as the ¢ or
ch may be required for no other aren,

The sounds of our y and «, as in you and e, thould be wriiten with those letters. The same with an A-sound prefixed to then-« in when
=ho s and A = Sys —hould be written an provouriced : that i, Aw and Ay. Some hold, to be sure, that these sounds are not wandy withan A
prefixed, but rather are the corresponding sans to wand y = ltudnreue. however, the Aw and Ay signs are the best, and unobjectionabdte.

The precise Engfich w in a rather ancommon sound among other languages: the y is almost universal. Both, as regards the way in which they
are made by the mouth-organs, are only Infinitesimally different from § (pigue) and « (rule).
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