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Half Yearly Report
of Newfoundland
Board of Trade.

Your Council have decided to re-
vive the custom prevailing in the
early years of the life of the Board of
Trade, of presenting reports at in-
tervals during the year. The last in-
terim report was presented at the
close of the haif year, and ended -the
30th June, 1914; and it has now been
drcided to present one for the half
year ended the 30th Junme, 1920. in
making this report, however, the
Council wish it to be understood, that
it will not be in such detail as is cus-
tomary in the case of the annual re-
port, it’ being the intention to make
he usual réport at the end of ‘the

,-Jear, cqvering the whole of the years

activities, and to deal in this report
with just those matters that are of &
special importance. It is not possible
to'give any figures of the trade of the
Dominion in addition to those already
published, except those of the export-
ation of Codfish which for the six
months from the 1st June to 30th
June, 1920, were 589,543 quintals:
In our last annual report we estimatsd
that the stock of fish then on hand in
Newfoundland was * 600,000 quintals,
€0 that it will be seen that assuming
all the old fish had been exported by
the 1st July last, our figures were ap-
proximately correct. The stocks of old
fish now on hand in Newfoundland are
reported to be small and it is.estimat-

.ed that they do not amount to 100,600

guintals. The new season commendes
witk the stock of old fish at a low

_1evel, and exporters should, ghegqore

be able to devote their enérgies to the
marketing of the new seasons catch.
Conditions of trade in Newfoundlaad
during the past six months have un-
dergone a great change:

During the war period owing to the
fact that our exports were mainly food
products, it was possible to markat
our produce freely at very profitable
figures. Trade was in consequence
easy and there is no doubt that the
financial resources of - the business
eommunity and the general public
were very  largely inereased. The

‘facilities of tra?e are to-day very dif-

ferent. The €eiaand for our. produce
s not so great, it has been necessary
to market the large stoek of produce
remaining over :from abundant -{ish-

es aad competition with other pro-
ﬁdﬂs countries has been and is stilf
~xery keen. As a result of these alter-
#d conditions, losses have been made,
But the Newfoundfand bysiness com-
mmcyuto-hym:mmounﬂn.
ancial position' than heretofore ind

_ well able to stand any strain that is

l!bely to arise.
- The coudl however, deﬂu to re-

peat the note of warning that appear-
&d in their 1ast report, and in their op-
injon great caution must be exercised
during the next year or two if we are
to malntun the position we so for-
tunately occupy to-day. There has un-
doubtedly been conmsiderable inflation
of business and credit, which condi-
tiop may bring in its train serieus dif-
ficulties during the period of readjusi-
ment, unless all branches of the busi-
ness cémmunity adopt a policy of
cagtious but sound trading. -

The energies of the Board of Trade
in general and the Council in particu-
ler, have during the past six months

‘been very much occipied in dealing

with the Regulations of the Exporta-
tion of Codfish. The last annual report
containsd a synopsis of the events
leading up to the issue of the Pra-
¢lamation providing for the Restrie-
tion and Regulation of the Export of
Codfish. It will be remembered :hat
at the last annual meeting, it/ was
agreed that a special meeting of Board
ghould be held for the purpose of 7iv-
ing the members an opportunity of ex-
pressing their views on the subject of
these Export Regulations. This meot-
ing wis held on the 5th February, was
largely attended and adjourfied until
the 7th February and again adjourned
until the 9th February when-the £al-
lowing resolution wa's passed: —

(2) That the Newfoundland Bpard
of Trade recognize that the Fish

.Export Regulations are essen-

tial: but those now -in force Ao
not entirely. meet, the rehulrr--
ments of the Trade of this coun-
try.
It is the opinion of the New-
foundland Board of Trade that
the Advisory . Board, shouid if
at any time it is essential that
the prices are to be adjusted—
and supplies regulcted—mest
. the whole body of St. John's
Fish Exporters, and as many
Outport shippers as possibls,
and fully discuss the matter anl
recommend to the Government
_ the, ne-essary alterations.

That the Newfoundland Board
of Trade is of the opinion that
shippers ehould have the right
" of offering their supplies of Cod-
fish direet to the buyer in ail
markets excepting Italy at pra-
sent, and Italy as soon as con-
ditions will permit, .providing
they maintain the prices and re-
gulations set forth. :

¢ (d)*Thet the Newfoundland Board
. of Trade write the Governmoat

| requesting them to grant the de-
m and wishos of the Trade.

The Roguhﬁons ‘were very thor-
oughly discussed at these. meetings
snd it m with much satisfaction that
W ‘Council ware able to observe the
great ‘interest “that the members of

‘the Board of Trade were taking in this

matter. The Resolutions were duly
conveyed to the Government and your
Council were able to note with plza-
sure that ‘the Minister of Marine and
Fisheries in a speech made by him &
the House of Auembly expressed the
intention of the Government to ucade
fully to the desires of the trade as ¢

pressed in the resolutions. An Act to
regulate e Export of salt Codfish
was subsequently passed by the Legis-
lature, which, if properly administer-
ed should overcome many objections
to the regulations as enforced last
season. This Act calls for the appoint-
raent of a special Board for the Regn-
lating of the Exportation’ of Codfish.
This Board will consist of seven mem-
bers, two of whom shall be appoinred
by the majority of Fish Exporters in
general meeting, the others by the
Governor in Council. Hon. W. 8.
Grieve, O.BE. and R. B. Job, Esq,
were eleeted by the fish exporters as
their Representativés on this Board,
and ‘thosé appointsd by the Governor
in Council are, Joseph Sellars, Esq.,

{G. M. Barr, Bsq.,, J. T. Cheeseman,

Esq., MH.A, all of whom are mem-
bers of the Board of Trade. There is
g0 far no official information obtain-
albe, a8 to the form that the regdla-
tions will take this seasom, but as the
Act provides for a meeting of the Ex-
porters to be held in the first week
in September when the Codfish Ex-
portation Board will report on all mat-
ters relating to the export of fish for
the ensuing séason, we presume no de-
finite action will be taken until after
this meeting. &

During the months of February and
March a ‘Spetial Committee was ap-
pointed by the Fish Experters to pre-
L;#}e a scheme for the improvement of

s cure and the standardization and
the inspection of Codfish. This Com-
mittee met on numerous occasions
and prepared a series of proposals for
the improvements of the cure, inspec-
tion and standardization of Codfish.
These proposals were submitted to
the Commission appointed by tne (Gov-
ernment, under the Codfish Stand-
ardization Act of 1920, and adopted by
them without any material alteration.
They have now been published
throughout the Dominion. It is report-
ed that already, much improvement
has been made in the curing of this
season’s fish, and there is evidence
that" many of the fisherman are mak-
ing every effort to carry out the sug-
gestions made for the improvements
of the cure.

Since the last annual meeting, the
Board of Trade has been conducting
an inspection of all Codfish shipped to
Brazil. This inspection has been car-
ried out under the supervision of our
Secretary, with the assistance of a
number of sub-inspectors, and has we
believe given satisfaction. The Cod-
fish standardization Commission pro-
pose and indeed have decided, that all
cargoes and shipments of fish from

Newfoundland must be inspected and |

certificates  issued before they can be
exported. This inspection is to be car-
ried out under the control of the De-
partment of Marine and Fisheries, and
in consequence the. inspection by the
Board of Trade will not be required
in future.

LOCAL TRANSPORTATION.

The Council are pleased to note
that the Government propese to make
a provision for an increased terminal
facilities at both ends of the Rsid
Newfoundland Company Line, and that
the Coastal Steamer Service appears to
be meeting the present requirements
of the Trade,

WATERING VESSELS.

The present and previous Councils
LAve given comsiderable attention ‘to
the improvement of facilities for
watering vessels, and the position as
it now stands is fully disclosed in a
letter received from the Municipal
Council, dated the 26th March, read-
ing as follows:—

No. 1.—The Council would request
that the owners of each premises shall
tnstall water supply, at their own ax-
pense, consisting of a 4 hydrant with
2 steam pipe and hose

. "No. 2.—The application for water to ],
bc as-at present, and the water man |
or a man from the Water Departmeat |
to be sent to he premises to turn ihe |,

water on and off.
No,; 3-—-The water to be turned oa

by no other person, exdoptbysernnu 4

‘of *he City Council.

Mﬂ approximate cost of the t
for each prefhises is be- | .

ed by the City Engineer. He |
owing the principals of the|.

interested regarding the details.

’muwbemdomoodma g

m t.he Depsrunent of mmne and Fish-
‘eries that in his opimion, much bene-
/it would be derived by owners of ves-
'sels and cargoes making Gibraltar a
>pért of ‘call on the passage tothe Meédi-
terranean, if a supply of spars, booul
and necessary gear, were kept .at
Gibraltar which would -be availah!s
for Newfoundland vessels requiring
‘repairs there, The difficulty of ob-
taining such supplies at that time nec-,
.essiated  the vessels lying in Gibral-
‘tar for ‘many weeks. Since Captain
Kennedy’s -return frem Gibraltar, he
has supplemented his report by a per-
-gonal statement given at a meeting of
Shipowners, called together by your
Council.-In this report hp recommend-
ed,

(1) That  Gibraltar should be
sbandoned as & port of call, and
that Malaga should be substi-
tuted as such.

That all vessels making Malaga
a port of call on entering the
Mediterranean should immedi-
ately notify the Government
Agent. %

That where possible ship busi-
ness &hould be conducted
through the Government Agent.

That a sufficfent supply of spars
and gear be maintained at the
port of call to be available when
repairs are necessary for New-
foundland ships,

It was also agreed that a scheme
should be prepared for putting into
operation Captain Kennedy's sugges-
tion as to vessel supplies.

The meeting of Shipowners, after
thanking Captain Kennedy for bring-
ing the matter to their notice resolv-
ud,

(1) That Malaga, and not Gibraltar
be made the port of call for
orders for vessels bound to the
Mediterranean.

That Masters and Owners
should place their interests in
the hands of the Government
Agent.

That definite instraction should
be given by the Custom Au-
thorities (St. John’s), that mas-
ters calling at Malaga as a port
of call must report to the Gov-
ernment Agent on arrival.

MARCONI WIRELESS TELEGRAPHY

During the month of April, Mr. A.
H. Morse, Manager of. the Marconi
Wireless Telegraph Co. of Canada, was
present in the’ city negotiating with
the Government for an extension of
the Wireless Telegraph Service, and
during his stay gave a lecture to the
members. of the Board.

LEGISLATION.

When the House of Assembly was
in session, the Council convened a
meeting of those interested and made
certain récommendations to the Gov-
ernment on the following Bills:—

(1) The Survey of Foreign going
and Labrador vessels.

{2) The Act to Regulate the Ex-
portatlon of Codfish.

(3) The Act to provide for the
standardization of Dried Cod-
fish.

(4) The Act to amend the Business
Profit Tax Act.

The Act respecting the Certifi-
cates of Masters and Mates.

(6) The Ae¢t to provide for the bet-
tering of information respecting
the Codfishery.

INCREASED WATER SERVICR IN
ST. JOHN’S.

v The Couneil are advised that the
Government have decided upon the
laying of a water main from Long
Pond, Petty Harbor, to supply the
Lunatic Asylum and Government
Sanatorium. It is reported that this
service will entail an outlay of from
forty thousand dollars and will supply
these two ‘institutions only. Your
Council think that an expenditure of
this magnitude should provide some-
thing more than'a supply for these two
institutions, and that provision should
be made to supply, if desired any pro-
perty within the vicinity of the main
with’ water.

It is also felt that the public should
have had an opportunity of consider-
ing the proposal for the installation
wof this service before the scheme was
definitely comcluded.

REDUCED PRICES.
All Smart Styles.

WHITE,
Trimmed Blue.

~ TAN,
Trimmed Blue.

TAN,
Trimmed Green.

Plain Palm Beach.
Sizes to fit from 3 to 8 yrs.

Usual price, $2.50. Price now :.

Usual price, $3.75. Price now ::-
Usual price, $4.00. Price mow :.:::.:::::
Usual price, $7.00. Price mow ::::::::::

Just Opened a Shipment

English Fire Screens,

Ranging in price from

65¢. to $2.25.

STEER BROTHE

United States Gast Iron Pipe
and Foundry Company.

Manufacturers of

CAST IRON PIPE and FITTINGS for Water & Gas.
CAST IRON BUILDING -COLUMNS.
CAST IRON CYLINDER ROLLS.
CAST IRON LOCOMOTIVE DRIVE WHEELS..
CAST IRON LOCOMOTIVE CYLINDERS.

. CAST IRON MANHOLE HEADS and COVERS.
CAST IRON FLOOR PLATES.
CAST IRON TANKS. |
CAST IRON HEATER COILS.
Also IrIdEAVY CASTINGS of all descriptions made to

araer.
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