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A NON YMCÜS CORRESPONDENCE.
We have before us an anonymous com­

munication, signed by “One of the Con­
grégation” of St. George's church, asking 
us why we failed to publish a full de­
scription of the Christmas services at St. 
George's church, when at the same time 
we gave particulars of the service at the 
Roman Catholic church.

In answer to the foregoing, we would 
•ay that we were not present at the ser­
vices on Christmas day. We hare since 
learned that they were of a particularly 
interesting nature, the discourse and the 
musical portion being of a high order. 
None of those present, however, saw fit 
to send us a report of the proceedings, 
end this accounts for the absence of re­
ference in tlie columns of The Signal. 
We were not present at the R. C. church 
on Christmas day, but one of our corres­
pondents kindly furnished us with the 
item which we published. If m the time 
to come “One of the Congregation,’’ of 
8t George's will furnish us with sny 
church note which may come to her 
knowledge, we will be moat happy to 
publish it. We would prefer to receive 
news items from our lady correspon­
dents rather than be brought to book 
afterward by an anonymous correspon­
dent.

We have answered the anonymous 
letter thus fully, simply because it was 
written by a lady who was perhaps un­
acquainted with the working of a news­
paper office. If an anonymeua corres­
pondence had been received from a male 
writer on this or any other subject, we 
would have quietly relegated it to the 
waste basket.

But there is another point to which we 
would draw attention. Our fair anony­
mous correspondent is evidently of opin­
ion that newspaper reporters should 
have for their chief aim the writing up of 
church notes. This is a popular error. 
It is quite true that on special occasions 
considerable prominence is given to re­
ligious matters, as, for instance, when a 
short time ago The Signal devoted some 
three columne to the visit of Bishop 
Baldwin to Goderich. “One of the Con­
gregation-' evidently does not take Ths 
SignIl, or she would be aware of the 
fact that this journal does not discrimi­
nate between denominations. Anglican, 
Roman Catholic, Presbyterian, Metho­
dist, Baptist, Brethren, or any ether of 
the hundreds of divisions in the ranks of 
the great Christian army are all the same 
to us. The Signal respects all creeds, 

- find when necessity arises, gives a fair 
account of all important religious doings 
that comes under its notice. Bat when 
we say this, we must also be allowed to 
say that we are the best qualified to 
know what religious items are most im­
portant to publish in The Signal. 
Whenever we believe our readers would 
be edified and instructed by the publica­
tion of a sermon or discourse we will 
take the trouble to have a reporter pres­
ent, and on such an occasion will not fail 
to have a good report of the same pre­
sented to them. But if we were to give 
a full report weekly of the sermons in 
any particular church, we very much 
fear that there would soon be a falling 
off in the attendance at that church. 
And we are speaking right here not to 
“One of the Congregation'- alone, but to 
qvery fair reader of The Signal, no 
matter what her creed may be. You see, 
the annual subscription to The Signal is 
only $1.50 in advance, or an average of 
three cents per week. On the other 
hand, the average churchmember has to 
pay a large assessment in the shape of 
pew rent, Sunday school and 
special collections, home missions, 
foreign missions, pastor s stipend, organ­
ist's salary, bell rin jer's wages, Ac. 
Now, if The Signal were to devote it­
self to publishing full reports of church

or the bellringer we won’t trench upon 
the area of home find foreign mission», 
Sunday schools and other goodly institu­
tions We want to live and let live, and 
we don’t want prosperity at the sacrifice 
of other good agent» for improving the 
human race. Our mission is to spread 
the light of local news and generally give 
sound talk to the million on questions uf 
mundane importance. The churches 
have their work to do, and we want to 
see them do it well. We will give th.em 
every encouragement to do it, and will 
aid them in the onward march by giving 
them sound advice and pecuniary aid at 
stated intervals, and we would acorn to 
divert any of their revenues by taking 
too much upon us in the way of pub­
lishing all reports of church happenings.

There is a field for all of us,and we in­
tend to keep to our field even at the risk 
of getting at some future time a gentle 
hint from “One of the Congregation” 
that we have been derelict in our duty to 
some particular church.

THE ELECTIONS. 5*5£J
his wife at Fort Erie, which resulted in

1
The Result in the Différé ' Muni­

cipalities.

Hew Ifie Vefe Turaefi all Aleag the Une 
- The Weasea’s t ele a «treat racier In 
the Elect lea.

AT THE SCHOOL BOARD.
A special meeting of the school board 

was held on Wednesday evening to dis­
cuss the annual report of the school in­
spector. Every member of the board 
was present, and a large number of rate­
payers and others graced the occasion 
with their presence. The meeting began 
at 7 o'clock and lasted until about 11:30, 
during which time, there was a lot of 
irrelevant talking, one of the members 
alone spreading himself for about an 
hour on one clause. The report of the 
inspector, which we publish in another 
column, was read clause by clause and 
endorsed by the board. The only other 
important thing done was the vote of 
condemnstion passed upon the abusive 
reply to the inspector's report which was 
put in by principal Embury. The pio- 
duction was a disgraceful one,—so much 
so, that only one trustee voted .unreserv­
edly against its condemnation.

That one was Ball.
Trustee Butler, asked for time to con­

sider it, (showing that even he had grave 
doubts as to its tone), and finally voted 
against its rejection.

Trustees Nicholson would not vote for 
or against it.

Trustees Swanson, Crabb, Morton, 
Buchanan, and McGillicuddy, by their 
votes showed that they did not approve 
of such literary productions from the 
principal of their school.

There was considerable excitement in 
town in regard te the election of coun­
cillors on Monday. New issues were 
brought it)to the contest, and the 
new voting power of female suffrage was 
introduced. The antis raised a terrible 
howl against some of the new candidates 
because they were pronounced Scott 
Act men. The cry did not avait in any 
ward except that of St. Andrews, where 
Jam. A. Reid, a new aspirant, failed to 
run out Bingham, the whisky candidate. 
Mr. Reid made a grand run, however, 
and we hope to see him help to redeem 
the ward at next election.

In St. George’s ward, the new men are 
Wm. McLean and Hugh Dunlop.

In St. Patrick’s, George Acheson and 
Peter McEwan are new representatives.

St. David's sends C. A. Humber again 
to represent it, after an enforced retire 
ment.

In St. Andrew's no new blood wai 
infused. '

On the whole, the new board is a good 
one, and although a few good members 
of the old council were unhorsed,we have 
no fear that the town will go to the bow­
wows in consequence.

Elections are generally problematical, 
and in the drawing there are blanks as 
well as prizes.

The following is the result of the poll :

SCHOOL BOARD ELECTION.
The most exciting election for school 

trustees held in Goderich for many a 
day, came off on Wednesday, and result­
ed in the return by substantial majori­
ties of the old candidates who faced the 
polls.

The elections turned on the merits of 
the question now before the public as to 
the duties ot the inspector and principal, 
and I he action of Messrs. Crabb and 
Swanson, met with substantial endorse 
lion. The “machine" got clogged, and 
its candidates were badly left.

The votes of Wednesday show that

a verdict of manslaughter. He waa also 
Crown counsel in the trial and convic­
tion of McConnell, for the murder of 
\ Ison Mills, of this city, in 1870. In 
ill s case the plea of prisoner’s insanity 

| was set up and strongly urged by his 
counsel, and still forms a theme for dis­
cussion among medical men.

In 1874, he defended Joseph France, 
at the Goderich Assizes, for murder, and 
also Maria Elliott, for the murder of her 
child in 1870, in both case» the prisoners 
were acquitted. He received hr» present 
appointment in April, 1870. And is as 
popular today on the bench as he ever 
was at the bar—which is saying sk™“ 
deal. Judge Sinclair, a* a judge_ has 
many admirable qualities—a man oi tine 
legal attainment!, quick perception, 
analizes minutely, and expounds intri­
cate points of law so clearly that,not only 
the scholar and members ot the legal 
profession readily comprehend the force 
of his reasoning, but the average mind is 
made to understand. Very few of the 
many litigants who have appealed to 
him for just ice, will —af ter mature delibev-

The following table, show the ) may farther add that « the percentage 
ions made et Midioomer and on previous occasions bad been exacted

only four candidates at Goderich model 
school would have received certificates, 

I may aiao add

week
promotions 
Christmas.

MIDSUMMER EXAMINATION, 1884.
No. on Prex at No.
KelL Exam. Prom.

iss Trainer, 57 38 34
“ Blair, 54 41 40
“ Watson, 66 44 39
“ Harries, 61 59 49
“ Bhuruian, 54 45 42
“ Caldwell, 69 65 57
“ Burritt, 46 40
“ Gordon, 5t 01 44
“ C.waady, - :i3 33
“ Hdiiilerwni, 33 31 36
“ Campbell 33

447
In junior departments of ward B-*hoo’« 

the numbers above marked present indi­
cée only ihe number examined for pro 
motion from one class to another.

1834.CHRISTMAS EXAMINATION,

at ion—say that they 
at his hands. A in

have net received it 
vnudi he keeps the

No. 1 No. 2 Total.
E. Campion, 63 57 120
L. Elliott, 43 50 93
C. A. Humber, 61 46 107
W. H. Murney, ' 65 63 118

No. 3 No. « Total.
.1. H. Colborne, 89 51 140
P. McEwan, 63 140
C. A. Nairn, 5;l 36 86
Geo. Acheson, 02 39 101

No. 5 Total.
W. McLean, 63 63
J. Butler, 66 56
H. Dunlop, 35 55
F. Jordan, 54 54
M. Nicholson, 54 54

No. 6 No. 7 Total.
W. Lee. 98 69 157
E. Bingham, 72 55 127
D. Cantelon, 71 42 113
J..A. Reid, 61 41 104

next, year do not act in the interest of 
law, morality and good example, will get 
left, even if old candidates.

Partizan feeling, and influences of any 
other than a desire to elevate and keep 
to a high standard the teaching in our 
public schools, cannot prevail with an 
intelligent people.

In St. Andrew’s ward the fight was

RESULTS ELSEWHERE.

Lr« know.—Reeve, Campbell ; Coun­
cillors—Bryan, McQuaig, Poatcher, and 
Holmes.

Brussels. — Reeve, J H Young ; 
Councillors—R Scott, R Graham, W H 
Kerr, W F Vanstmie.

Turnbbrry.—Reeve, J Hennin?» ; 
Deputy-reeve, Wm McPherson ; Coun­
cillors- -Diamond, Evans, Thompson.

Exeter.- Reeve, L Hardy ; Deputy- 
reeve, W G Bissett : Councillors—D 
Johns, A G Dyer, and James Pickard.

Clinton.—Mayor, Forrester ; Reeve, 
A McMurchie ; Deputy-reeve, Wm. 
Coats ; Councillors—St John s Ward— 
Copp and Heyward; St George s Ward— 
Ceoper and Fitzsimmons.

Seaforth. —Mayor, Dr Coleman : j 
Reeve, D D Wilson ; Deputy-reeve, Jas 
Beattie ; Councillors-A Davidson, J

members of the bar in their proper place 
—which is quite an item—he is very 
popular with that bodv. Speaking of 
lawyers, we may here say a word con­
cerning the persons whom they mostly 
always consider their lawful prey, that is 
the witnesses—the best abused people in 
court—who are by turns coaxed, oadg- 
ered, threatened, puzzled, bulldosed 
and abused by the profession, not 
by any means for the purpose of get­
ting at the truth, but the reverse, in 
order to get them to say what their tor­
mentors desire. Judge Sii.clair's court 
is a bad place in which to try that ?ame, 
He said at the last sitting of the County 
Court, that, it was the duty of a court to 
protect its witnesses from this frighten­
ing process, “the greater the age the 
greater the protection." These words 
ought to ba written in letters of gold,and 
the attention of every Judge in Christen­
dom called to them. Since his occupancy 
of the bench he has been called upon to 
pronounce upon many intricate questions 
of law, and appeals had from his judge­
ment have been but rarely sustained. 
Canadians pride themselves on the purity 
and integrity of their judiciary, and if 
the bench of the Dominion is adorned 
throughout with such occupants as Judge 
Sinclair, the country will,in our opinion, 
never have just cause to complain. The 
Judge's legal attachments and qualifica­
tions are such as entitle him to act in a 
more important sphere ; and we shall 
not be surprised at some future day to 
learn of his promotion to the Bench of 
the Superior Court of this, his native 
province. He is in the prime of life, of 
fine presence and jovial disposition, and 
as a private citizen is a great favorite 
among those with whom he associates, 
and generally speaking is very popular, 
—fHamilton Palladium uf Labor.

SCHOOL BOARD.

The Inspector's Report Received.

Mini Trainer,
“ lilair,
'* Wation,
,l Harriet,
11 8 barman,
11 Caldwftl,
11 Burritt,
“ Robertson, 
“ Ca.-sady,
“ Sparks,
“ Campbell,

Free, at No.
Roll. Exam. Prom.

44 41 G
44 42 7
56 60 18
49 45 21
69 62 16
70 64 25
Î9 OS 19
59 59 1
47 22 13
45 40 12

100 65 9

662 649 146

An Able Paper en erfioel Affair# 
Rrr.nl 1er the Prln.jpnl A 
Seeded.

A Peer

the people admire a board that will do 
its dutv faithfully, and the men who fLaird, J Ward, A Strong. T Duncan, A 

. * , . . . ., - . , e Stewart, John h an ley, N Clufl, and Drnoil. v«ar dn nor. act in f lit* întoremt nf JScott
Wing ham.—Mayor, J Ntelands ; 

Reeve, W Clegg ; Deputy-reevfc4, W Mc- 
Olymont ; Councillors—Ward No 1—A 
Dawson, Win Gannett, E F Black; Ward 
No 2—\V F Brockenshire, F McClymont, 
F Buchanan and H Lvimnex, tie ; Ward 
No 3—E Bowers, J S Smith. H Kerr ; 
Ward No 4—R Mc Indou, J Elder, B 
Willson.

Hullf.tt.—Reeve, John McMillan,
hot. The candidates were well matched, | 63 maj. j Deputy-reeve, J Britton, ace.'
but Mr. Swanson proved to be the victor 
on the following vote :—

Swanson, 108 | Addison, 87 
In St. David's ward Mr. Crabb left his 

ambitious rival in the lurch by the hand­
some majority of 38. The total vote 
was : —

Crabb. 100 | Clucas, 02
In St. George’s ward Mr. Detier was 

elected, only one vote being polled.
In St. Patrick’s ward that excellent 

trustee, A. Morton, was returned by 
acclamation.

Old councillors all elected.
Godf.ru h Tp—Reeve. G Elliott, 112 

maj. ; Deputy-reeve, J Beacom, 48 maj.
Bay fi eld. — Reeve, J. Esson, 22 maj. ; 

Councillors—Chas. Middleton, Richard 
Bailey, W. W. Conners, Jas. Pollock.

Ash field.—Reeve, Jos. Gritiin, 180 
maj. ; Deputy-reeve, P. Clare, by accla- j 
ination ; gnd Deputy-reeve, Donald Mc- 
Murchy, 45 maj. ; Councillors—Hugh 
Girvin, Hugh Chambers.

«•edge Sinclair.

Some of our readers are under the im­
pression that the County Judge should 
have come under the head of “Paid Local 

Qvitb a number of ladies took ad- ! 1>ub,ic Servants," but we do not luok
__ ... , . , . at it m that light, for although hta head-vantage of the amended municipal act. . - »p# mu.,.viK»« «vi, ^^,.^,.8 are ,n this city, we consider

and marked their ballots on Monday 
last in this town. And the strangest 
part of the business to some of the men 
voters was the fact that the women knew 
not only how to vote, but who to vote
for without being coached. It s strange, ! may be halfway to Victoria, British C >- 

other 1 isn’t it that some women have minds of j lumhia, performing a like duty. Hcw-

that his duties arc anything hut local. 
Not long since, acting under a special 
commiss.on, he occupied the bench at 
the first court of assize for the district of 
Thunday Bay, held at Port Arthur, and, 
for anything we know—next week, he

their own—just the 
have ? Eh ?

same as some men

F. Ma<'Dougall. a Reformer, has been 
elected mayor of Ottawa by a majority 

sendees, sermons, lectures, Ac., it can of over 700. Tilings are changed at the 
be easily seen that when a hard year capital since the time when Sir John 
came the average subscriber who would Macdonald boasted that a Reform pound- 
feel like dispensing with luxuries might keeper could not be elected in that city.
be disposed to do without the cushion- : ___ ____
ed seat in the church, the home and Wednesday was a ccld day for the 
foreign missions, sermons, lectures, Ac.. ' - ‘Machine candidates.” The <,uery now 
on account of the expense connected is when they pass along, “Did 
therewith, knowing that he would be! get left?”
able to get full reports of all religious ------------------------
proceedings every week in this journal ^*eo- R- Hawley, ex-M.Pl*., and VV. 
at the small cost of 5c per copy, ur a f fH Preston, secretary of the Central
whole year for 81.50. ™,rm injured in a

. ,, I carriage accident Monday evening.
Gentle reader, we could not think of,' The Keystone Lumber * Salt Manu- 

doing euch a thing. We have our fnctqriug Co., Philadelphia and West 
sphere,and as Betsey Bobbitt would say, j Bay City, have suspended. Capital 
I ‘don't want no other spear." We won't 830!),000, Henry Croskey ,V Co.,whole- 
encreach upon the pastor, the organist, i “Ve 'Vmhcr' Phi-'"i1!lPb,>' have •“•!»“<**

ever, as the judge is a man in whom a 
i large majority of the citizens are interest­
ed, it may not be amiss to give a few 
facts relating to his previous life and 
labors :

The regular meeting of the Board was 
held on Monday evening.

Present. — Crabb, Butler, Ball, 
Morton. Nicholson, Buchanan, McGilli­
cuddy, Swanson.

The minutes of last meeting were read 
and confirmed.

Moved by Butler,seconded by Morton, 
that the secretary write to the urmcipal, 
requesting him to furnish the Board 
with a statement of the library. Car­
ried.

The following accounts were presented 
| and ordered to lie paid :—8. R. Mc- 
j Duugall, $2.80 ; Geo. Sheppard, $1.25;J A. B. Cornell, $2.00 ; D. McGillicuddy,
; $3 25.

Tenders for wood were received from 
eight persons. The tenders were award­
ed as follows : T. Bennett, 30 cords at 
$2.tiO ; J. H. Ryan, 25 cords at $2.00 ; 
and J. T. Goldthurpe, 50 cords at $2.74, 
the next lowest tender.

D. McKay was appointed returning 
officer in St. David s ward, in room of 
James Addison.

The school inspector's report was then 
read.
To the Chairman and Members of the Board 

of Vub.ie ticaool Trustees,towu of Goderich, 
Gentlemen,—I have the honor to 

present my twelfth annual report. On 
account of the peculiar circumstances in 
which we are placed by the published 
statements uf Mr. Embury, I deem it 
advisable also to make certain statements 
at this the earliest opportunity.

The work of promotion was conducted 
by Mr. Embury at the close of the first 
term, and by your inspector at the close 
of the second. Mr. Embury desired to 
take charge of the June examination for 
two reasons in my opinion.

1st An anxiety to become thoroughly 
acquainted with the work done in the 
several departments.

2nd On account of possible contagion 
arising from scarlet fever from which all 
my family suffered during 11 weeks. 
The board of trustees granted him the 
privilege for the time being, but during 
the second term he claimed such a privi­
lege as his right,and this led to consider-

Tho senior class, at suggestion of prin­
cipal, was examined ua paper set for 
entrance to high school At the mid­
summer examination, only 3 reached the 
required standard The subjects fully 
examined were, arithmetic, epelliag, 
grammar, writing and reading. Of the 
35 present, 31 failed in spe'ling. 23 in 
aiithmetic and 4 in grammar. The 
class took 29 23/33% in arithmetic, 9 
27/77% in spelling, an<b 44 C/35% in 
grammar. At the December examina­
tion 12 succeeded out of the 56 who pre­
sented theriiselves for exsmination. The 
papers were fully examined by Mr. 
Strang and mvse'f, Mr. 8. taking com­
position. grammar, history and writing. 
Jointly we tv ok reading, and I examined 
geography, drawing, arithmetic, dicta 
tion, 4th book and spelling, 4 failed 
in geography, 1 in composition, 8 in 
grammar, 17 in arithmetic, 2 in dicta­
tion, 4 in 4th book and spelling, 29 in 
hiztory. and 44 failed either to pass on 
the aggregate of marks, or in securing 
one-third marks in each subject. In his 
tory 20 pupils took more than one third 
the pass mark, while 37 took more than 
one-third in arithmetic.

I admit there was some excuse for fail­
ure on the part of Mr. Embury’s class at 
midsummer on account of difficulty of 
spelling paper, the work being new to 
him. and his absence from his class ex 
amining the several departments of ward 
and central schools. These excuses, 
however, cannot avail for the recent .fail­
ure. as he had every opportunity for an 
excellent record. I beg to state thst 
Exeter school at the Christmas examina­
tion passed 8 of 10 pupils, while Gode­
rich, 12 "f oil.

Referring to the other classes, I beg to 
report faithful wqrjf on the part of all 
the teachers. The promotions at mid­
summer were unprecedented in the his­
tory of the school curing the past 15 
years. The teachers and oupils have 
suffered in consequence of such prema­
ture promotions. The result was severe­
ly felt at our last examination. Another 
cause for failure at Christmas in some of 
the deparimenta must be attributed to 
the difficulty of the papers set by Mr. 
Embury. Especially was this the case in 
arithmetic. Knowing front past experi­
ence the difficulty in working jointly 
with Mr. Embury. I requested him to 
prepare all papers except those referred 
to in a previous part of this report. This 
was done for the following reasons :

1st. Mr. Embury and a majority of 
the board desired such a plan, indeed 
insisted that it should be so.

2nd. In the past the principal has 
done such work.

3rd. He stated i

and eight at Clinton, 
that the papers were furnished by the 
department.

Mr. Embury, in » letter addreeeed to 
the board, but not received, and eubee- 
quently published in the Star and Netcs- 
Recorl, makes a strong assertion in re­
ference to the past system, adopted by 
the late principal. It calls for a tew re- 
marks. He says, “If tho bad spelling, • 
wretched reading and worse writing, to­
gether with the rubbishy composition 
and mechanical arithmetic, which I fotind 
in your schools, are a result of the past 
sy.itein, I moat certninjjt condemn it 

I take the examination of Mies Train­
er's class in June, as I presume Mr. Em­
bury examined the papers of that class, 
being more interested in promotions from 
there than from any other class. Here 
are the results :—Composition 75 2/19 %, 
spelling 87 10/19 %, reading 73 25/38 %. 
writing 71 27,38 %, arithmetic 414/19 %. 
An examination of the same subjects in 
other classes may vary the above some­
what, but not very much, except in the 
case of 4th class, w here reading it marked 
so low in comparison with other classes, 
that I am not able to understand why 
such a difference is made in the case ot 
our beat teachers. _ _

In order more fully to give an opinion 
on this matter fur your consideration, I 
sent a copy of the following letter to Mr. 
Strang, head master of the Ooderieh 
high school : —

My Dear Sir,—In view of the recent 
utterances by Mr. Embury end other» 
in regard to the inefficiency of the cen­
tral school under its late management, 
■ill you kindly answer the following 
questions : —

1. Has your experience as head master 
led you to believe that the chargee of 
inefficient teaching are well founded I

2. Was the failure of the high school 
to pass as many pupils as Clinton at the 
July departmental examinations in any 
way due tu the inefficient teaching at the 
Gederich model school as has been 
asserted in tho press ?

3. Do the results uf the recent intrance 
examination show better work than 
hitherto in the subject» specially examin­
ed by you ?.

A reply this afternoon will very much 
oblige

Yours very truly,
J. R. Miller, I. P. 8. 

Goderich, 5th Jan, 1885.
Goderich, Jan. 5, 1885. 

My Dear Mr. Miller.—I have no 
desire to be drawn into controversy, bet 
still I can hardly refuse to state in an­
swer to your note of todsy :

I. That my experience in connection 
with the entrance examination, and as » 
teacher in the high school, led me to re­
gard the late principal of the public 
school as a highly qualified, efficient,end 
successful teacher. The pupils from thw 
central school, were, as a rule, remark­
ably successful at the entrance examina­
tions, and were usually found on their 
entrance to the high school, te be well 
grounded in their work, and well trained 
in methods of doing work, and putting it 
on paper.

II. The failure on the part of the 
Goderich high school to pass as many 
candidates as Clinton at the July depart­
mental examinations, was not in any 
way owing to the inefficient teaching in 
the central school.

III. The results of the recent entrance 
examination did not show better work 
than usual on the part of the candidates 
from the central school, but rather the 
reverse, the marks being lower I thing, 
and the style of work not so good.

Yours very truly,
H. I. Stras».

There are very many other matters, 
that I should like to refer to uf a personal 
character, but I deem it better to place 
on record only those which affect the 
workings of our schools which have hith­
erto borne a very high character.

As your Inspector I have endeavored 
to meet some of tho groundless charges

, | made by a man who has shown hie in
, _ , _ i of,the ! competency,
board that I was not qualified to perform ■ - —

The Canadian Legal Directory is our, able feeling between him, the board of 
authority for stating that “James Shaw j trustees and myself.

you ever

■ ed. Liabilities $100;000

Snclair. Esq., Q.C., Judge of the Went­
worth Cjuuty Court, was burn in the 
township -if Ramsey, County of Lanark, 
Ontario, in the year 1838. His father, 
Alex Sinclair, Esq , being a native of 
Caithnessliire, Scotland. The Judge was 
educated by private tuition, and, at the 
Perth Grammar school. He studied law 
with his uncle, the late Wm. McNain 
Shaw, M.PP., and was called to the Bar 
fii Easter term, 18t>3, and commenced 
practice in Goderich, in partnership with 
Alexander Shaw, Esq., now of Walker- 
ton. At the time of his elevation to the 
bench, he was senior partner of the law 
firm of Sinclair, Senger & Wade, of 
Goderich-—and was elected a Bencher of 
the Law Society in 1771 (he being the 
youngest monilier of the bar elected to 
that position)—and was re-elected in 
1876, and appointed a Q.C. the same 
year. He was Crown prosecutor iu the

On both occasions he prepared the 
printed papers, and at the latter 1 ex­
amined the whole work of ward schools, 
set papers on spelling, examined reading 
and arithmetic except in 3rd class, and 
generally supervised the work given to 
lifr. Embury, the particular supervision 
of examining other papers by myself and 
central school teachers was not included iu 
above.

At the close of examination we went 
over the lists together, except in case of 
that of Mies Trainer, which was not com­
plete when school closed, and with his 
consent the percentage was required mi 
the aggregate, and with hie consent tho 
percentage to pass in each subject was 
fixed, it being lowered from 33j % the 
usual test to 25 % in several classes in 
the subjects arithmetic and geography. I 
am thus explicit to reply to this state­
ment of Mr. Embury in the Star of last

such duty. While not admitting my in­
ability, I thought it advisable that lie 
should do so.

I gave these papers to the printers 
without examination, as I was very busy 
conducting examination uf Model school 
classes, and had no reason to think that 
they were not satisfactory. Mr. Em­
bury subsequently had an opportunity to 
revise them when reading the proofs. I 
may add that in the ward schools the 
pupils had all the time the teachers 
thought necessary. 20 minutes for men­
tal arithmetic, and all the time the 
pupils thought necessary to work out the 
remaining problems. I understand that 
Mr. Embury expected me give them 50 
minutes for the mental work—this is a 
mere blind. He should have thought of 
the remark of one of the teachers made 
to himself, “the children could not do 
them in 15 hours." I aided these pupils 
so far as possible in explaining the ques- 
tlens. and the resxlt is that they averaged 
23 4 5 This estimate is made after 
deducting 20 from the value of the 
whole paper, or in other words make 8 
questions a full paper.

Similar remarks may be made of some 
of the papers presented to pupils at cen- j 
ral school.

There were present during the session 
27 teacher# in training. Five additional 
teachers came up for examination, mak­
ing in all 32 present at examination. I 
took law and military drill. At the 
close uf term six of the candidates failed 
to pasa the necessary examination— 
hitherto Goderich model school was so 
hign’y favored as to be able to pass all 
her students. I should not have referred 
to this matter although important, but 
for the fact that Mr. Embury has stated 
as the reason uf failure that they fell 
behind on school law the subject taken 
up by me. To see how far he is astray 
1 beg to submit the following statement 
of per centagc on the same papers at 
Goderich and Clinton :—Goderich, edu- 
tion methods 58 3 80 %, theory of edu- 
ca'ion 58 3 GO :, physio'ogy 53J %, 
school law 55 Clinton, education 
methods 58 13 16 %. theory of education 
60À %, phyeiol- gy GO 110 %, school law 
5111 16%. These figures speak for 
themselves. It is fair to myself to state, 
that these papers were examined by Mr. 
Hartstone. Seaforth, Mr. Gregory. 
Exeter, Mr. S. P. Halls, Goderich, and 
one set bv Mr. Mallock, of Ç'inton, and 
myself, doing each paper conjointly. I

1st. To conduct properly a promotion 
! examination.

2nd. To prepare his class to pass the 
entrance examination te the high schooL 

3rd. To grade properly a set of ex­
amination papers st the last examination.

And who has further shown by hie 
profane language, his misrepresentations, 
and threats to trustees and others, thst 
he is not a proper person to be prioeipsd 
uf any public school.

In conclusion I deeply regret that I 
am compelled from » sense of duty to 
write as above. I do not intend to enter 
into a newspaper correspondence with 
Mr. Embury but as your official I consid­
ered it necessary to speak plainly on a 
few of the matters referred to by him.

I have the honor to be, air,
Your obedt servant,

J. R. Miller, I. P. S. 
Goderich, 5th, Jan.
On motion the Board adjourned to- 

meet again on Wednesday to discuss the 
Inspectors report.

Goderich, January 7, 1836. 
The board met according to adjourn­

ment.
Present--Crabb, Ball, Butler, Morton, 

Nicholson, McGillicuddy, Buchanan, 
Swanson.

The board was moved into a committee 
of the whole.

The consideration ef the Inspeetor’a- 
report was then taken up, and after it 
had been partly considered, a communi­
cation in reply was received from Mr. 
Embury, principal, and read.

Moved by McGillicuddy, seconded by 
Crabb, that the communication of Allan 
Embury, being of a very abusive char­
acter, be not received

Moved in amendment by Ball, second­
ed by Nicholson, that clause 13 be re­
ferred to school management committee, 
to he read at next meeting.

The motion was carried.
The report, after a considerable dis­

cussion, more or less irrelevant, was- 
adopted as printed above.

The committee then rose, and the re- 
I port was adopted by the board.

The board then adjourned.

Fonrteea Men Frozen te Brain.
St. Paul, Minn., Jan. 5.—It is stated 

on reliable authority, that the bedieejof 
fourteen railroad laborers hsvs been 
found frozen near Niobrara, Nebraska, 
having perished during the recent severe 
blizzard.
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