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y lord,1 
ou» of i

of the rudder-chains and the feme of «.
stream, just as the first man must hav. k?
well-grounded apprehension» that
would be dashed to nieces. 
breeds contempt, and first —-,—» 
gotten as tentative experiment
glides into habitual use. The 
transition from the still bosom < 
to the noisy splash of the 
breakers is an experience one might moeab 
ize on ; and the heavy buffets which »oa 
of them administer to the steamer’s quiver 
mg hull are remindful of a storm’ when 
bigger and deeper hulls are struck and 
shaken by the billows, of the Atlantic 
I should much like to stand an the 
and watch the steamer as she shoota soml 
of the curving rapids near the village of 
coteau du Lac ; for I fancy the rightmost 
be far grander than it is from tne deck of 
the steamer. Lake St. Louis is the last of 
the river lakes west of Montreal, and on 
entering it there is visible the swelling high 
outline of the mountain, beneath whichliea 
the commercial capital of the Dominion 
The romantic embourchure of the Ottawa is 
passed, and the village of Caughnawsga 
puts in its claim to consideration, as the 
last link between the red man’s legendary 
past and that teeming business present, in 
which ths crowd of passengers on board 
will, in less than an hour, be only insignifi­
cant units. And by a curious coincidence 
as we pass the village, I have nearly com­
pleted the perusal of Lord Deaart’s 
“ Children of y ature, a Story of Modern 
London.” The hero is quartered in Can­
ada. His regiment is at Montbec, and he 
finds his bride at the Indian village of 
Cocknewelago. The chief was dying when 
he got there, and was a white man, in fact 
a gentleman from Boston, whose beautiful 
daughter is left in the young Englishman’s 
charge. Of course he marries her, the 
ceremony being performed at St. Alban’s, 
Maine (sic), and he brings her home to 
London, where she is at once the victim of 
a social scandal, and he and she die under 
circumstances of the moot 
acter. That is the story, and, m; 
yon may purchase the fan __
critics, and yon have been tolerably _____ 
cessful in that line, I, in my extreme 
nothingness to them and to yon, will pre­
sume to say that your story con­
tains as monstrous a libel on Eng­
lish homes as your few references 
to Canada are impossible anachronisms. 
Think you because to-day there is a
divorce court and its proceedings are_per-
haps unfortunately—available to the daily 
press, that the deeds which lead there are 
new and unknown to your predecessors in 
high life ! Because the weekly society 
papers nowadays indite unwholesome and 
impertinent scandals, were not such things 
long before the World and Truth existed 
the talk of the clubs ? English homes are 
as sacred as ever, except against the publi­
cation of the misdeeds of their black 
sheep, and of that class, in proportion to 
the magnitude of society, the numbers are 
less than in the days of the Regency. Or 
his Lordship may turn to the letters writ­
ten by Lady Montagu, 150 years ago, from 
Cavendish Square to her sister, Lady Mar. 
I will append an extract, transferred to my 
note-book a year or two ago, when I 
chanced to write an article on the subject 
of the alleged degeneracy of society for an 
English paper :—

“At Sir Robert Walpole's there is a Bill being 
prepared for next session to have not taken out of 
the commandments and clapped into the creed. 
Honour, virtue, reputation, &c, which we used to 
hear of in our nursery, are ms much laid aside and 
forgotten as crumpled ribbons. To speak plainly,
I am sorry for the forlorn condition of matrimony^ 
which is as mnch ridiculed by our young ladies m it 
used to be by our young fellows ; in short, both 
sexes haring found the inconveniences of it, the ap­
pellation of rake is now as genteel in a woman as in 
a man of quality.”

Lady Montagu proceeds to say she will 
give instances and particulars if her corres-

a’ent cares to have them. Lord Desart’s 
is quite improper enough to insure 

its being read, but the things he would 
have us believe are of everyday occur­
rence are only spots in the gun of English 
life, and are not of to-day or yesterday. 
The fall which was commenced in Paradise 
will only end with the life of the planet. 
There are some irreconcilable Christians 
who could make for themselves a 
Mahommedan heaven on earth, there 
always have been such, but I don’t 
believe it is in their power to 
to prostitute the honour of English woman 
«e a claaa ; "whild We In Canada may he al­
lowed the privilege to repudiate Lord De­
sart’s endeavour to saddle this Dominion, 
with the rearing of one so readily betrayed 
to her destruction as the beautiful Mrs. 
Chillingham. Our girls are not of that 
sort, and I chucked his Lordship’s prurient 
trash into the St. Lawrence as we steamed 
through the centre arch of the Victoria 
bridge, glad we had the means to wash at 
least one copy of its unhallowed impuri­
ties.

I never remember seeing so many big 
ships lying at the Montreal wharves, there 
being two four-masted sailing ships belong­
ing to the Allans, besides their usual com­
plement of ocean steamers, loading for Liv­
erpool and Glasgow. And we are soon 
rolling through the streets to the magnifi­
cent Windsor Hotel. A truly gigantic en­
terprise, and to judge by appearances, 
flourishing under the regime of Mr. South- 
gate. American city peculiarities have 
Been summed np in street cars, trade-signs, 
revolvers, big hotels, fire brigades, caucuses 
and mixed drinks. All of these 
are on hand in Montreal ; but 
there is a substantial solidity 
about the place and its people unequalled 
in any city of 150,000 inhabitants on this 
side of the Atlantic. Immense sums of 
money have been expended ; but there is 
much to show for them, both in and about 
the city. It furnishes a prolific theme for 
correspondence ; and the two great subjects 
now monopolizing general attention are 
protection and the route of the line to 
which, before the assumption of the new 
railway system by the Quebec Govern­
ment, this municipality voted a million 
dollara subsidy, but have stopped after 
paying about a third- It is a city of trade, 
and the traders are bent on teaching the 
opponents of a National Policy a lesson at 
the coming election. But I am writing 
gossip for the general reader and his wife, 
and men do not feed canary birds with 
syllogisms.

The Toronto party are here with the 
champion sculler, and with the booty thgy 
have Drought away with them after their 
protracted siege of St. John. Hanlan is 
the object of some great demonstration 
to-night at the Skating Rink, of which, 
no doubt, you will have a full account by

QUARTZ.
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The Peeple s Favewrtte­
niez favourite medicine for diar-The people s favourite medicine for diar- 

rhcea, dysentery, cholera, cholera morbus, 
and all si 
Extract <
to take,___________________ __ _.. _ -,
its action on the bowels is quick and effect­
ive, no bad results follow. For salefby all 
dealers.

CeessmpSlon Cured.
An old physician, retired from practice, 

having had placed in his hands, by an East 
India missionary, the formula of a simple 
vegetable remedy, for the speedy and per­
manent cure for consumption, bronchitis, 
catarrh, asthma, and all throat and lung 
affections, also a positive and radical core 
for nervous debility and all nervous com­
plaints, after having tested its wonderful 
curative powers in thousands of cases. “** 
felt it his duty to make it known to m* 
suffering fellows. Actuated by this motive, 
and a desire to relieve human suffering, 1 
will send, free of charge, to all who desire 
it, this recipe, with full dirai 
paring and using, in German,
English. Sent By mail by addr 
stamp, naming this paper, W. W. fas*
149 Power’s Block, Rochester, N.Y.'

PREVENTION OF 
This is the season when the bot fly ful­

fils the main object of her existence, in 
innumerable eggs on the surface of those 
animals in which her offspring may pass 
the inclement months of winter. Now, 
therefore, is the time to anticipate and 
prevent the ravagea of the young of these 
insects. To the horse, especially, the 
larva of the CEstrus is highly injurious, and 
in the case of animals that have been ex­
posed in the fields in summer, the evil 
effects are seen for the entire year—in a
poor condition which cannot be corrected
by the greatest care, in a soft flabbiness of 
the muscles, in an indisposition to exertion, 
in perspiration and fatigue nnder slight 
efforts, in swelling of the legs when stand­
ing still, in occasional irregularities of the 
b -welr.—diarrhoea, alternating with con­
stipation—in occasional colics, and even in 
violent and fatal indigestions or inflamma­
tions. In other cases, a chronic cough, 
persisting through the entire winter, and 
,i -appearing at the soonest on the return 
of hot weather, betrays the presence of the 
bots attached to the membrane lining the 
throat in place of that covering the stomach 
ind intestines.

No less than six different species of bot 
the* are known to hibernate in their larval 
form-tb-the digestive organs of the horse. 
All, however, pass through the same trans­
formations, and the same precautions are 
necessary for all alike. The flies are active 
from midsummer through the heats of 
autumn, when the female is remarkably 
vigorous in attacking horses, and deposit­
ing her eggs on the long hairs by means of 
a protractue conical extension of the hinder 
part of her body (ovipositor.) The eggs 
are prolonged into a round button-hke 
mass at one end, by which they are glued 
to the surface of the hair, while the free 
end is furnished with a minute lid, which 
opens in a day or two, to allow the exit of 
the embryo. This latter is usually ex­
tracted by the tongue of the horse in seek­
ing to rid himself of the accumulating eggs. 
Bv a special instinct, the fly deposits her 
e_..,s mainly on such parts of the skin 
(shudders, breast, fore legs), as can be 
easily reached by the tongne. The ex­
ception shown in the eggs deposited under 
the jaws, is but an example of another 
adaptation, foi .here the embryos fall into the 
manner, or at grass among the food of the 
horses, and are swallowed with the regular 
aliment. They leave the digestive canal of 
the horse in tfie warm summer months, 
from May onward, and pass from thirty to 
forty days in the form of nympha before 
emerging as the perfect fly.

Prevention.—To prevent the attack of 
the fly, it is not sufficient that the horse 
should be secluded in the stable during the 
warm months, as the insect will follow him 
in his retirement, though not so numerous­
ly as in the open air. A good deal may be 
accomplished by clipping off the long fiairs 
from beneath the jaws, from the neck, 
breast, shoulders, chest, and fore limbs. 
It is to these long and isolated hairs that 
the fly prefers to fasten her eggs, and in 
their absence she will tu a large extent 
confine her attention to other horses. 
Again : much may be done by oiling the 
hairs of the lower jaw, neck, breast, 
shoulders and fore limbs. This prevents 
the adhesion of the eggs, and thus largely 
obviates the danger. If to the oil is added 
rome agent which is obnoxious to the fly, 
its value will be increased!. A drachm of 
camphor, carbolic acid, oil of turpentine, 
or assafeetida, mixed with a quart of sweet 
oil, will serve this purpose. Finally, 
wherever eggs have been attached to the 
hairs, it is well to sponge these with water, 
when the horse is returned to the stable. 
This may fail to remove the egg-shells, bet 
will usually extract the live embryo, and 
the empty shells that remain are perfectly 
harmless. It is, however, advisable to 
remove even the shells, if possible, as you 
are then better able to judge when a new 
mass of eggs has been deposited, and when 
sponging will be demanded anew.

minent symptoms. These last represent 
very closely the common stomach, or blind 
•tsggere, which is caused by the ingestion 
of small quantities frequently repeated. .

Cattle and pigs were found to resist the 
notion of comparatively large dosesof the 
poison when given by the mouth. When, 
however, the poisonous oil of Lolium 
was injected into the Veins of oows, the 
same class of symptoms were produced, 
though they proved less lasting, usually 
pftMiag off in six hours after a single dose.

Sheep proved more susceptible than 
cattle ; moderate doses given by the 
muuH> producing drowsiness, trembling, a 
stiff, languid movement in walking, and a 
strong tendency to remain down ana asleep. 
The disturbance in breathing and the cir­
culation was as in other animals. A peculiar 
symptom in sheep was the intermission of 
the symptoms, which, after having sub­
sided, would appear again in all their force 
the next day, and after the animal had 
been ruminating. This is doubtless due to 
the passage of the poison onward into the 
fourth stomach, where alone it can be ab­
sorbed, and satisfactorily explains how a 
single dose fails to have any perceptible 
effect on cattle. When, on the other 
hand, it is eaten habitually with the food, 
and is taken in with every meal, it passes 
into the fourth stomach at short intervals, 
and staggers is a constant result.

Rabbits are found to be very susceptible 
of the poison, falling into somnolence and 
convulsions, which speedily terminate in 
death. Fowls, on the other hand, whether 
chickens or dneks, resist large doses. A 
cock ate a pound of the seeds in fifteen days 
without suffering, and fattened on the 
regimen. Large doses of the oil, repre­
senting twenty-eight ounces of the seeds, 
prqved fatal, while smaller doses—the 
equivalent of four ounces—provoked 
vomiting, diarrhoea, and a little drowsiness.

Acrrvx Principal of Lolium Temulxn- 
tum.—The poisonous elements in this grass 
are a greenish oil, existing to the amount of 
one per cent, in the dried grain, and a non- 
saponi fiable yellow material in the propor­
tion of nearly two per cent. Both are ex­
tracted by treating the pulverized grain 
with ether. This active principle is, how­
ever, only found in the ripened seeds. In 
the early stages of its growth, and np to 
the formation and ripening of the seeds, 
this grass is as wholesome as any other. 
Grass, therefore, which is cut green, and 
hay made from young, unripened grasses, 
may be fed to stock with the most perfect 
confidence, though it should contain large 
quantities of even the Lolium temulentum. 
That which has been allowed to run to 
seed will be dangerous in exact ratio with 
the amount of darnel present.

Relative Poisonous Qualities of other 
Species of Rye-grass.—While Lolium 
temulentum is the most deleterious of the 
rye-grasses, it must not be supposed that 
the others are always harmless. The 
perennial iye-gruss (L. perenne), Italian 
rye-grass (L. ftalicum), and the annual, or 
flax rye-grass (L. Unicola), are all liable to

Cduce poisoning when the seeds have 
n allowed to ripen. Their comparative 
wholesomeness depends on the presence of 

a more restricted quantity of the two 
poisonous ingredients ; but being grown as 
regular forage plants, and thus likely to be 
taken in larger quantities, they are far 
more frequently the cause of staggers than 
even the dreaded L. temulentum. The ratio 
of poisonous qualities in the four may be 
measurably deduced from the accompany­
ing table, giving the per centage of the 
poisonous ingredients in each :

Intoxicating Flax - Italian Perennial 
Rye-graaa, Rye-grass, Rye-grass, Rye-grass. 

L. temulentum. L. linicola. L. Italieum. L. perenne. 
Green oil..........LIS 1.^ 1.85 1.95

BLIND STAGGERS AND POISONOUS
GRASSES.

Certain seasons have their specific 
maladies, and particular articles of food 
determine definite disorders with as much 
certainty almost as will the germs of a con­
tagious disease. The connection between 
green apples and Cholera infantum, and 
between unripe gooseberries and nettle- 
rash, is widely enough known ; but the no 
less intimate connection between the 
partially ripened seeds of certain grasses on 
the one hand, and dangerous nervous 
derangements on the other, is comparative­
ly unknown. Yet how often does it 
happen that a whole stud of horses, a herd 
or cattle, or a flock of sheep, are attacked 
with dulness, drowsiness, or frenzy, in such 
a sadden and uniform manner that sus­
picions of malicious poisoning are aroused. 
In localities where the disorder is more 
prevalent, and consequently better under­
stood, it is known under the names of 
stomach staggers, grass staggers, and blind 
staggers.

RYE GRASS.
At the head of the poisonous grasses, 

the different species of rye-grass (Lolium) 
deserve to be placed. One, indeed, the 
Lolium temulentum (intoxicating rye-grass, 
or darnel), has had its poisonous qualities 
recognized from time immemorial, as shown 
by the writings of Theophrastus, Virgil, 
Ovid, etc. ; and it appears to have been 
utilized in the middle ages by mixing it 
with barley in the manufimture of beer, so 
as to render that beverage more intoxicat­
ing- Growing among wheat, barley, oats, 
and rye, it is sometimes so abundant as to 
prove hurtful to persons eating the bread 
prepared from these grains. In such cases 
it causes pains in the head, giddiness, 
dazzling of the eyes, or partial blindness, 
fmging in the ears, colicy pains, nausea, 
vomiting, sometimes diarrhoea, jerking 
movements of the muscles, unsteady, 
vacillating gait, and an irresistible drowsi­
ness and sleep. These symptoms come on 
«ter a meal, and last for several hours. 
In animals the effect is nearly the same. 
A dog, after taking two ounces of darnel 
near, was attacked within an hour with 
dn ness, langour, general trembling, con­
vulsive jerking of the muscles, especially 
those of the limbs, head, and neck, slaver- 
mg, and vomiting. The trembling and 
yeakness incapacitate the animal for eat- 
mg or drinking, and, if made to walk, he 
*tnggers, falls, and rises again with diffi- 
™ty- Large doses prove fatal ; after 
smaller ones, recovery ensues ; though in­
voluntary trembling may last for seven or 
eight days after the agent has been ad­
ministered.

In horses analogous symptoms are pro- 
J’eed. A mare took the poisonous oil ex- 
hacte° from six pounds of the seed, and 
“owed S’g119 of illness in three-quarters of 
h hour. After copious discharges from 
he bowels and bladder, there were violent 
f“<*al tremblings, a swinging backward 
wh f£P?*rd» W1th°nt moving the limbs.
,■ . .were propped outward in different

rections to give a better support, the ex- 
ffw» °f the face was anxious and 
mghtened, pupils dilated, respirations

-op and sighing, and the heart’s beats 
0 ent &nd lend. Soon the mare fell, re- 

ma'erf? difficulty, again fell, and re­
mained down, with convulsions mainly of 
, ,e nook, head and limbs, and four hours 

ter death took place. The results, ss 
on in the dead body, were violet patches 

.congestion in the stomach and small 
teatmes, engorgement of the veins lead- 
g from the bowels, of the liver, and of 
o right heart, with dark blood, congee- 

°n of the brain and spinal marrow, and 
me softening of the latter The same re- 
‘ta ensued upon a dose of four pounds of 

, j/oods, while a dose of a pound and a 
,. caused only temporary illness, of 
vjctl trembling, drowsiness, unsteady 

e it, and dilated pupils were the most pro-

and hmg.

The attention of all 
Public School Inspectors, and 1 
Model Schools, is directed to 
the first session of the ~ 
Schools will open on the 
August and close on the 
tober, and the second seal 
the 28th of October end ■ 
of December.

Yellow matter L80- 1.0F 0.76
The yellow matter referred to appears to 

be the most active narcotic, causing the 
most violent tremblings and convulsions, 
while the oil, though also causing con­
gestion of the brain, tends more to pro­
duce quiet, drowsiness and unsteady gait. 
Hence, trembling and convulsions are 
more marked in poisoning with darnel and 
flax rye-grass, and sleepy staggers more 
commonly follow the use of Italian or
perennial rjegnua-.

Symptoms of Poisoning with Peren­
nial Rye-grass.—Coming on as this does 
from the continued eating of rye-grass, it 
developes slowly, and occurring when these 
grasses have just run to seed, it is easily 
recognized. The horse is dull, languid, 
spiritless, falls asleep while eating or drink­
ing, the jaws suddenly ceasing to act, and 
the nose dropping into the manger or 
trough. Standing m the stall, or in har­
ness, he falls asleep, and may shiver or sud­
denly drop if spoken to sharply. The 
breathing is slow, deep, and noisy, the 
pulse tardy and fulL When made to walk, 
he sways and staggers, the unsteadiness be­
coming more marked if moved in a circle. 
The lower jaw may be rested on the manger, 
the forehead pushed against thé wall, or 
the quarters rested on the side of the stall. 
He may hang back on the halter, or push 
to one side against the stall. By-and-by 
the symptoms become more active, the 
animal moves his limbs as if walking or 
trotting, jerks his head, grinds his teeth, 
and may even have temporary spasms, 
with a rigidity and hardness of the muscles 
like lockjaw. These paroxysms abate after 
a while, leaving the animal quiet, and often 
drowsy, with heavy, hanging, expression­
less face, as before the violent fit came on.

Cattle similarly poisoned are found apart 
from the herd, dull, drowsy, with drooping 
eyelids, red, injected eyes, dilated pupils, 
deep, slow breathing, and full, but sluggish 
pulse. At this stage the subject is often 
found lying on its side, with the head 
thrown back on the flank, and showing 
little disposition to be roused. Appetite is 
not entirely lost, however, bnt, as in the 
case of the horse, the victim will go* on 
grazing at intervals, and thus taking in 
renewed doses of the poison. As the case 
advances, delirium comes on, the beast 
wanders about aimlessly, butting against 
trees, fences, and other obstacles, stumbling 
into pits and ditches, and often inflicting 
upon himself serious injuries. Becoming 
still more violent, he pushes against walls, 
breaking teeth or horns, or dashes through 
fences, bellowing in the most excited and 
terrified manner, and soon perishing by 
reason of the violence of the spasms, or of 
the self-inflicted injuries. In some cases 
death may ensue in from three to six hours, 
while in others, the dull, drowsy, sleepy 
stage may continue for days before that of 
delirium supervenes.

Sheep suffer to as large an extent as do 
cattle, but the symptoms tend rather 
to merge into dulness and stupor than into 
violent delirium. They mope around apart 
from the flock, with red eyes and drooping 
eyelids, and usually perish in a state of 
coma, or in convulsions.

Prevention.—For the prevention of 
these attacks, the meadows bearing the 
rye-grasses must be stopped from running 
to seed. If pastured, it may be kept eaten 
so close as to prevent the formation of seed; 
or, if any portions have been allowed toi 
ripen, it had better have the tops cut off 
with a mower than leave them to poison 
the stock. If cut for hay, it should be cut 
green, which will secure a sweeter and 
more nourishing fodder, and one that will 
be open in no degree to the suspicion of de­
leterious qualities.

The treatment of cases of this kind con­
sists in clearing out the bowels with a pur­
gative of twice the usual strength, and 
then seeking to carry off what injurious 
elements may have entered the blood by 
the nse of of iodide of potassium and other 
diuretics. The congestion of the brain is 
to be kept in check by bags of ice, or 
cloths wet with ice-cold water, applied to 
the head, and by the administration of 
bromide of potassium twice a day.

SOME OTHER POISONOUS SEEDS.
Some other grass seeds besides those of 

rye-grass are open to suspicion, and notably 
millet, or Hungarian grass, which some­
times induces a nervous disorder, an un­
certain stagfeering gait, and temporary 
paralysis, not unlike the effects of the 
LoUum. Though this grass has not been 
tested chemically and experimentally, as 
has the rye-grass, yet the symptoms are so 
nearly allied that there can be little doubt 
that they are owing to a similar cause. In 
both cases alike, the pernicious results fol­
low the consumption of the ripened seeds, 
and in both, therefore, prevention will con­

sist in using the grasses before the seeds 
have formed.

To them must be added some species of 
the leguminous plants, and notably the 
Lathyrus eativa., or vetch, the seeds of 
which, when introduced into the food of 
man in quantity sufficient to form one- 
twelfth of the whole, produce paralysis of 
the lower limbs ; or, when furnished to the 
horse, causes roaring and other paralytic 
troubles. Even the common cultivated 
vetch ( Vicia eativa), when consumed by 
horses at an advanced stage of ripening, 
and before it is fully cured, is liable to in­
duce a form of staggers characterized in the 
main by symptoms of palsy.

ERGOT.
The ergot »f rye and of other grasses is 

interesting in this connection, for, althongh 
only a parasitic growth on the seeds, it is 
capable of producing different forms of 
nervous disease, which might readily be 
included under the vulgar but comprehen­
sive name of staggers. When this agent 
affects the nervous system, it produces 
extreme lethargy, and gradual wasting, a 
progressive paralysis, or convulsions and 
delirium. The other forms of ergotism do 
not interest ns at present, and this form 
may be readily recognized by the ripe 
state of the grass, and by the long, black, 
spur-like processes growing out of the 
husks in many of the heads. In hay it is 
similarly distinguishable by the presence 
of Jthe plump, well filled seeds, and by the 
fact that many of them have grown out 
into long, blackish masses, ’ altogether un­
like the original form of the seed.

It is satisfactory to be able to conclude 
with one general preventive for ergot, as 
well as for the piosonons seeds seeds of the 
grasses and legnminosae, and even for the 
ill effects of those as yet umnéntioued 
graeaes ; such as feather grass (Stipa) and 
bristle grass (Setaria), in which the 
sharp or barbed awns .prove irritating 
to the digestive organa. .This is, simply to 
prevent the plant from running to seed.— 
Live Stock Journal.

WEEDS AND THEIR DESTRUCTION.
( From Rural A fair».)

(Continued.)
Chess, Cheat, or Broom Grass (Bromm 

secalinus).-—One of the most troublesome 
weeds which infest the wheat fields of this 
country. The panicle is branching and 
spreading, and bears numerous spikelets. 
This weed was formerly supposed by some 
to be produced from degenerated wheat ; 
but the fact that it belongs to quite a dis­
tinct genus from wheat, renders this im­
possible. The following are the principal 
causes for the adoption of this remarkable 
notion :—

1. The seed of the chess plant are much 
smaller than those of wheat, and may be 
numerously scattered through seed wheat, 
and reproduce the weed among the stubble, 
unperceived to ordinary observation.,

2. The seed being very hardy, may re­
main at some depth in the soil, un per­

ceived, and dormant until 
brought near the surface, and 
subjected to the action of light, 
air, and moisture. A bushel of 
chess contains over one million 
seeds ; yet a bushel is only one 
twenty-thousandth part of the 
soil on an acre of ordinary 
depth ; hence there may be a 
million chess seeds through the 
soil, and yet, constituting but 
a twenty-thousandth part of 
its bulk, be wholly impercep-

___ tible to observationCHESS. ,
3. When the young chess plants, grow­

ing from this seed, are ahadM by a dense 
crop of wheat, they grow only a few inches 
high, sometimes not over two inches, per­
fect their seed, and 'are wholly unobserved ; 
but when the wheat is winter-killed, or 
otherwise destroyed, they spread and grow 
upwards unchecked, three feet high (as 
at a), and often produce from two to three 
thousand seed to a single root, cover the 
whole surface, and lead to the superficial 
conclusion that the wheat, being killed, 
was converted to chess.

Tboee who advocate this notion of trans­
mutation, have claimed that among the 
countless millions of plants which change 
every year from wheat to chess, many

troublesome. The broad-leaved Is common 
along foot-paths and in door-yards, apd is 
sometimes called "by the aborigines " the 
white man’s foot. ” The lance-leaved spreads 
more extensively, often preveiling to a 
considerable extent in pastures. Both are 
perennial-rooted, and they may be de­
stroyed in a small way by cutting off the 
root beneath the surface, and on a larger 
scale by rotation of crops and thorough 
culture. The seeds being about the size of 
red clover seed, are often sown with the

i a forage plant—and althongh 
l pest, farmers would be better

FOXTAIL GRASS, 
latter. In some places the narrow-leaved 
is tolerated as a foi 
not a decided 
without it,

Poke or Pokeweed (Phytolacca decandra). 
—Well known by its rank, fleshy, and 
succulent growth, and by the abundant 
purple juice of its berries- The root is 
perennial, and easily destroyed by cutting 
off with a stiff hoe below the surface.

Water Hemlock (Cicuta maculata, or 
spotted Cicuta).—The stem and leaves, and 
the root more especially, are deadly poison. 
The aromatic quality of the plant some­
times induces children and others to eat 
it, endangering or destroying their fives ; 
and it is also sometimes fatal to cattle. 
Hence it shonld be carefully extirpated. 
The stem is spotted with purple or marked 
with short streaks. The root is perennial. 
Perhaps the most dangerously poisonous 
plant known. >

Poison Hemlock (Conium maculaiurk, or 
spotted Conium).—This plant somewhat 
resembles the preceding, but is a thicker

X

CHESS, CHEAT, OR BROOM GRASS, 
might be caught in the act, furnishing a 
head of wheat and a head of chess from the 
same root. The writer, having often heard 
of such curiosities, but never finding any, 
offered a reward of five hundred dollars, a 
year or two ago, which offer he published 
m the Country Gentleman, and kept it 
standing for several months. But no double 
plant was presented. From the value of 
the prize, offered during a pecuniary pres­
sure, the conclusion was adopted that no 
such plant existed.

The process for the eradication of this 
weed is simple—namely, sow none but per­
fectly clean seed, and it will gradually dis­
appear from the land. Many thorough 
farmers have adopted this mode, and have 
completely extirpated it from their farms. 
Tne Improved modem fan-mills (of which 
Nutting’s is the best) have greatly facili­
tated this object, and chess has become a 
less formidable weed than formerly.

Foxtail Grass [Setaria).—There are two 
species which are often abundant in corn­
fields, and spread rapidly by seed. The 
common Foxtail (Setaria glauca) has a 
tawny, bristly, cylindrical spike ; and the 
other (Setaria viridis) a larger and green 
spike. They are easily destroyed when 
they first appear above the surface ; and 
being never allowed to go to seed, soon dis­
appear.

II.—SIMPLE PERENNIAL WEEDS.
Tall Crowfoot or Butter-cup (Ranunculus 

aerie, acrid Ranunculus)—An introduced 
weed, common in meadows and pastures in 
many parts of the Northern States. It is 
not a formidable weed. It is easily eradi­
cated by good cultivation in connection 
with rotation of crops.

John’s-wort (Hypericum perforatum, or 
perforated Hypericum)—A well-known and 
very troublesome perennial weed, and often 
occupying neglected pastures to such an 
extent as to greatly diminish or exclude 
the grass crop. Good cultivation and ro­
tation will extirpai? it. Sheep eat it when 
it is young ana tender, and thus tend to 
keep it down—but sweet grass and clover 
are much better food for these animals, and 
they should not thus be compelled to suffer 
from the bad husbandry of their owners. 
Dr. Darlington remarks, in alluding to the 
fact that it was named “ St. John’s-wort,” 
from its supposed power of keeping off evil 
spirits on St. Johns night, that “the cus­
tom is still followed in the retired part of 
tile Pyrenees, of hanging garlands of the 
herb over the doors, to preserve the in­
mates of the house from * storms, thunder, 
heretics, and other evil spirits.’”

Plantain.—There are two common species 
of the plantain, known as the Plantago 
major, or broad-leaved, and P. lanceolata, 
or narrow or lance-leaved, Neither of them 
are formidable weeds, although somewhat

ever found hie glass indicating one third 
cream ? There is only one way at present 
known to test the butter quality of a milk, 
and this is the making of butter from a 
known quantity of milk. Will those 
gentlemen who publish their cream per­
centages remember this ? It may be satis­
factory to claim 40 per cent of cream from a 
milk, hut is it userai ! The quantity of 
cream's milk will yield is of importimee to 
the seller of cream. It does not indicate 
the butter yield of a cow. Remember 
this. Per cent, of cream and per cent of 
butter are two. entirely different matters 
when need to express the richness of a 
cow’s milk. A quart of milk which throws 
up four per cent of cream, may make more 
butter than a quart of milk which throws 
up ten per cent, of cream. It is probable 
that the per centage glass may give indica­
tions of the quality of butter from a cow, 
and tell something of the churning quality 
of the cream, but it does not, and cannot, 
we repeat, tell the butter richness of the 
milk- "

John’s wort.
and ranker grower, and has a disagreeable 
odour. It grows abundantly in some places 
along roadsides. The root is perennial. It 
is easily destroyed by mowing just before 
seeding, and by catting np the roots.

Ox-eye Daisy, or White Daisy (Leucan- 
themum vulgare). —A perennial-rooted weed, 
and one of the worst the farmer has to 
contend with, on acconat of its extensive 
spreading, and the great difficulty of its 
extirpation. The seed are very tenacious 
of life, and will vegetate after passing 
through the stomach of an animal. The 
wide foothold it has obtained is of course 

• the result of slovenly farming, and is most 
conspicuous in pasture fields, whitening 
the whole surface when in flower. Varions 
means have been devised for destroying it. 
Attempts have been made to turn it to ac­
count by compelling animals to eat it. 
Sheep may be made to feed on it by de­
priving them of all other food, especially 
early in the season while the young plants 
are tender and less bitter than afterwards ; 
but it is bad economy, and they cannot 
thrive when driven by starvation to eat 
unpalatable food. A correspondent of the 
Cultivator says that a large farmer suc­
ceeded in killing most of the daisies on a 
sixteen-acre lot, by turning in five hundred 
sheep a week at a time—but it was a very 
expensive experiment^ for the sheep be­
came extremely poor, and he regarded his 
loss at one thousand dollars. Thorough 
cultivation is the best remedy, and may be 
given as follows :—Plough the sod tho­
roughly, plant corn, hoe and cultivate well 
once a week. Next year sow and plough 
in two crops of buckwheat, and the third 
year manure and plant com again ; then 
again two crops of buckwheat for two years 
more, when the daisies will have vanished! 
and the land be left rich. This weed grows

MILK IN BAD ODOUR.
“A farrow cow for winter use, eats 

heartily and is apparently healthy, bnt her 
milk has a fetid odor, especially offensive 
in tea. The cream has a strong smell, as 
though kept too long. Her feed is hay, 
branmash and beets.” The description of 
the cream indicates souring from the use 
of too much laxative food. Drop off the 
beets and feed the bran dry for a while ; 
and see that she has salt and fresh water 
regularly, and all she wants ; and that her 
stable is so cleanedas to be free from odour, 
and the milk will "probably soon become 
right. If it does not, and the milk and 
cream, after they get cold, have a strong 
cowey smell, cleanse the bowels with physic. 
Milk is sometimes affected by feeding 
beets which are very full of sugar, if 
they are fed very freely and for a long 
time. It is possible this may be the only 
difficulty.

FOR COW WITH CALF.
“We are told by experienced dairymen 

that it is desirable that a heifer should 
have her first calf in summer, that the 
green feed may provide a large flow of 
milk. Now what shall be done to produce 
this result with our Jersey heifer whose 
first calf is due early in May, before pastur­
ing ? How shall we feed her before and 
after !” Give nutritious and rather open 
food, such as wheat-bran or shorts, or oat­
meal and a few roots, both before and 
after coming in, till all the cake and swell­
ing is ont of the udder, and carefully avoid 
during that time the nse of any heating 
food, like corn-meal, oil-meal or cottonseed- 
meal. After the swelling has disappeared, 
if it does so before grass comes, richer 
food may be given till relief is obtained by 
grass. Bran-shorts and roots make excel­
lent substitutes for grass.

OX-EYE DAISY.
best usually in poor pastures, where there 
is not enough fertility to cause the growth 
of interfering plants. On rich ground, tall 
and dense grass will soon overtop and 
partly smother the weeds.

(To he CoMiiiued.)

TEST OF THE BUTTER COW.
The Scientific Farmer makes some im­

portant observations in regard to the true 
tests of miks for butter-making :

It is a difficult matter to overcome an 
old error after it has once become well es­
tablished. Some years ago we found that 
there is no necessary relationship between 
the percentage of cream and the butter 
production of the milk, and we showed that 
of two milks, one with the smallest quan­
tity of cream, as indicated by the percent­
age glass, yielded the more butter. In­
deed, the per cent, of cream indicated by 
the narrow cream-guage is a fallacious 
guide. We frequently find 30 per cent, of 
cream indicated there, yet has any farmer

HINTS ON WORKING BUTTER.
Do not work too much nor too fast. 

Work slowly and until all the salt is thor­
oughly and evenly absorbed. Otherwise 
the butter will not be of uniform colour. 
Working it too fast will destroy the grain, 
and the butter becomes salvy and lard- 
like in its texture. Let it stanj or pat it 
away in the tray for twenty-four hours. 
Then work it enough to remove all the 
buttermilk or surplus brine, so that the 
butter may become dry or like a piece of 
cheese. Mould into rolls, and set them 
away for twenty-four hours, or until they 
become hard and firm. The cloth should 
now be put on, so as to cover one end, 
while the other is left open for the stamp. 
The cloth should be cut in pieces of exact 
size and dipped in brine, and the butter 
rolled when the cloth is dripping wet. 
Butter should never come in contact with 
the bare hand. When in the bulk it can 
be easily handled with a ladle and a flat 
paddle.—Journal of Chemistry.

A small bag of hops, say as large as 
one’s head, placed in a bin of grain, it is 
said will destroy weevil and other insects 
which finda lodgment. IF costs tmt little 
and is easily tried.

To prevent iron rusting, give -it a coat of 
linseed oil and whiting mixed together in 
the form of paste. It is easily removed 
and will preserve iron from rusting for 
years

The Michigan Farmer, whose opinion in 
such matters is entitled to much weight 
anticipates that there will be a general 
drop in the price of wheat, from this time 
till the income of the crop, when it will 
probably settle down to the lowest figures 
known there since 1853.

Depend upon this assertion : A good, 
well hung gate will save its cost the first 
year in the time saved by stopping to put 
up bars whenever any one passes. Farm 
gates are pleasant for master and men, and 
in England there are good, substantial ones 
into every field on the farm, and all have 
good, safe latches made to open easily with 
a riding stick or whip, so that a farmer can 
go all over his farm without dismounting. 
There are no wagon ways of any kind with­
out gates for the convenience of equestrians.

CANADA THISTLES.
This is the time for the beginning of a 

war of extermination against the Canada 
thistle, which although tenacious of life 
readily succumbs to proper management. 
It had the best of the battle for a long time, 
and has yet whenever an attempt is made 
to exterminate it by the original process of 
ploughing and digging. The subterranean 
stem lies rather deeper than land is gen­
erally ploughed, and it is, therefore, diffi­
cult to reach it by this means. This 
rhizome spreads horizontally in every 
direction, sending up shoots to the surface, 
which cover the ground so thickly with 
prickly leaves as to effectually prevent 
stock from pasturing where they grow. 
This underground stem when the weed is 
untouched, seems deathless. At the end 
of the second summer the plant itself dies, 
but this underground root survives.

The difficulty in attempting to eradicate 
this weed by digging or pulling it up is in 
the failure to get the whole root out of the 
ground. It extends in so many ways and 
to such length that although it is often 
supposed that the whole of the root has 
been taken out, an examination will show 
that the roots are broken off, and that a 
portion of them remain in the ground. It 
is, of coarse, possible, to eradicate the 
weed from the soil by digging it up, but 
the amount of labour necessary to accomp­
lish it, and the uncertainty of success are 
what deter many from undertaking it.

A better and easier way is to ent off the 
plant close to the ground at about the time 
it begins to fulfil the mission of its growth 
—the time of perfecting its seed. Let it 
remain during the season up to that time 
undisturbed, and when its greatest vitality 
is in the weed, which is at the time of 
flowering, cut it off. The roots are then 
in an exhausted condition, having con­
tributed the vitality necessary for the plant 
to mature its seed. This lost vitality is 
returned to the roots through the leaves 
from the atmosphere, and if the plant is de­
stroyed the roots are left without the means 
to recuperate. Possibly there may be 
enough vitality for the roots to throw up 
some new sprouts, and if such should be 
the ease, cut them off during the fall. 
After this treatment, if you have any 
thistles the next year, there will be fewer 
of them, • and another application of the 
same remedy will probably entirely re­
lieve the farm of this terrible nuisance.

At a late meeting of the Elmira (N. Y.) 
Farmers’ Club, President Hoffman said : 
“ The method recommended by the secre­
tary is the only safe one. Thorough sum­
mer fallowing will kill Canada thistles.” 
Col. Crocker remarked : “ I agree with

fit so badly over- 
_______ ,______ was nearly dis­
couraged about subduing them, but I tried 

a summer fallow and it cleaned them so 
they have never troubled me since, and 
that was years ago.”

The Hamilton Spectator says that the 
Great Western has more patronage in the 
excursion line this season than any other 
railway in Canada.

Farmers* Met la Sommer.
In these hot days, and in the hot work 

of haying and harvesting, there is some 
danger to farmers of “sunstroke,” as the 
popular phrase is ; that is, a congestion of 
blood on the brain, causing more or less 
paralysis of that organ. As an ounce of 
prevention is worth more than a pound of 
enre in all such cases, a few sanitary sug­
gestions to farmers may not be untimely.
It should be premised, however, that per­
sons working m the field, exposed to the 
hot sun, are not bo liable to sunstroke as 
are those who spend most of their time 
in doors, and then go out into the streets 
of a city where there is Uttle air in circula­
tion, and where the heat is constantly 
radiating and reflecting from the hot bricks 
and stones of the houses and sidewalks.

We have heard city folks express much 
sympathy for men labouring in the fields, 
and wish they could hold an umbrella 
over their heads, but there was not h»lf so 
much occasion for their sympathy as they 
supposed, and the labourers would not 
thank them for an umbrella. The truth 
is, fanners are accustomed to this ex­
posure, and the system adapts itself to it. 
Then, again, the surface of a field, especi­
ally a hay field, is not such a radiator as a 
sidewalk, but is very wont to be moist and 
cool, and if there is any breeze stirring, 
the farmer gets the benefit of it. An­
other, and probably the great reason why 
farmers suffer so little, comparatively, 
from beat is that, as a class, they are tem­
perate.

This leads us to say that sunstroke is not 
solety the result of the sun’s influence, the 
artificial heat of the body generated by 
heat-producing food and stimulating drinks 
having mnch to do with jgi Physicians 
are not fully agreed as to the nature of sun­
stroke, the majority attributing it to con­
gestion of the brain, while others think it 
is an overheating of the blood, causing a 
partial coagulation, so that death is caused 
from-the inability of the heart and lungs 
to perform their functions. However this 
may be, all are agreed that excessive eat­
ing and drinking aid in promoting the 
disease, and that the greater number of 
persons affected are habitual drinkers of 
stimulants, or live on stimulating food. 
The rapid pulse, hot skin, contraction and 
dilation of the pupil of the eye, the loss of 
sensation and voluntary motion, are symp­
toms which accompany intoxication, and 
show that there is some analogy between 
the two conditions. Farmers formerly 
drank some “ old Jamaica” in the hayfield, 
but thanks to the temperance reformation, 
this practice is pretty much obsolete. If 
any one has not reformed, we advise him to 
let his moderation be known during these 
hot days.

Heat producing food is not so stiinnlating 
as alcohol, but farmers, and indeed all men, 
should make more discrimination than they 
are wont to do between the diet of summer 
and winter. Pork may be a good food in 
cold weather, and is just the thing when a 
man is going out into the woods, or on th# 
mountain, chopping, but as spring and sum­
mer come on, nature demands a change of 
diet. Habit, however, is a second nature, 
and those accustomed to fried pork for 
breakfast, and boiled beef and pork for 
dinner, may not stop to consider that some­
thing else would answer the purpose of re­
storing wasted powers a good deal better. 
They may be conscious of not having much 
appetite for animal food, and still keep 
right on eating it, because it is their custom 
and nothing else is furnished. This may 
be very practical, bnt it is not philosophical. 
The Esquimaux eat blubber with impunity 
the year round, but the inhabitants of the 
tomd zone live mostly on a light diet, milk, 
fruit, Ac. We, whose lot is assigned in the 
temperate zone, may imitate the Esquimaux 
in winter at a respectful distance, but in 
summer should take a lesson from equa­
torial customs.

There is no better diet for the hot months 
than milk. It is food and drink combined. 
All the elements of nutrition are contained 
in it. This, and this only, gives a start in 
life to all animals of the class mammalia, 
and IS were vreBWs mil* *Kst ”*«* Usasse 
appreciated by man all through hie exis­
tence. One of the best developed men, 
both physically and mentally, that we ever 
saw was Dr. Griffin, once pastor of the 
Park street church, Boston, and afterwards 
President of Williams College, and hie uni­
form breakfast through a long life was a 
bowl of bread and muk. He stood over six 
feet high in his stockings, and his bones, 
muscles, and brain were developed in pro­
portion. Milk is easily digested and 
assimilated, and physicians are prescribing 
it now-a-days instead of beef tea for their 
patients exhausted by pneumonia or typhoid 
fever.

We wish farmers would also raise and 
consume more vegetables and fruit. As it is, 
the denizens of cities, where there is no 
vegetation, eat more fruit and vegetables 
than the tillers of the soil on which these 
things grow. The New Yorker finds at his 
market a perfect surfeit of vegetables and 
fruits, and this not for a short season, but 
through the year. Strawberries and other 
fruits find a market in the cities long before 
and long after their season in the surround­
ing country, and the citizen, especially in 
the summer, lives in great measure upon 
this cooling, antiseptic food. There is a 
very manifest improvement in this direction 
among the rural population, and we should 
have less occasion to fear the heat of the. 
summer if we made still further improve­
ment. Sunstroke is not, as many suppose, 
a disease which attacks a person suddenly. 
There is a preparation for it.in over-work, 
or improper diet. It also gives warning of 
its approach by nervous restlessness, in­
ability to sleep, dizziness, and a stoppage 
of the pores of the skin, so that the per­
spiration ceases, and the patient feels a 
feverish heat.

In addition to proper attention to diet, 
it is a good plan for the farmer, and all 
men subject to labour and exposure to the 
sun’s heat, to give the body a thorough 
ablation at the end of each day’s work. 
This will keep the pores of the skin open, 
and aid perspiration to keep the body 
cool. Put some wet grass or plantain 
leaves in the hat also, while at work, to 
repel a rush of blood to the head. Drink 
moderate draughts of ice water frequently. 
Too mnch cold water in the stomach drives 
the blood away and benumbs that organ, 
so that its functions are not thoroughly 
performed. A little ginger in the water 
counteracts the effect of the cold, and re­
stores tone to the stomach.

In general, it may be said that there is 
little danger from the excessive heat, if the 
functions of -the body are all in healthy 
exercise. The two great restorers of ex­
hausted nature are food and sleep. We 
have spoken particularly of food, but we 
want to say to farmers that they do not 
sleep enough. The time spent in sleep is 
not wasted. Every labouring man should 
give at least eight hours to sleep, and he 
shonld sleep in a large, well-ventilated 
room, not in a little pent-up bedroom.— 
Alex. Hyde in Country Gentleman.
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HOW TO FOLD GENTLEMEN’S 
ÇLOTHING.

If you do not keep a valet (and if you 
wish to dress with economy, you had bet­
ter not) you must either be your own valet 
or get some one to do the work. No 
clothes, however new, will look well un­
less kept in shape. This is done by folding 
them carefully up the moment you take 
them off. Next morning or the day after 
will not do. The reason is, while the 
cloth has the warmth of the body in it, it 
is more plastic ana impressionable than 
when cold. I have seen manv nersons

The day after the cession of Cyprus was 
announced the reading-room of the British 
Museum was thronged with newspaper 
men cramming up on Cyprus. Every book 
and every atlas containing anything bear, 
ing on the subject was in requisition, and 
yet not one of the articles produced men­
tioned the fact that Cyprus was the first 
place where Christianity was planted after 
it left the mainland of Asia.

The Texas papers tell an interesting story 
of Mr. J. B. Wilkinson, a cattle merchant 
of Brown -county. He sent his daughter to 
a boarding-school in Kentucky, where she 
was seduced by a bank clerk and disap­
peared. Her father “ found her in St. 
Louie, while on a spree, in a house of ill- 
fame, ” and has taken her home. The item 
is headed “ An Erring Daughter Re­
claimed.”

From the beginning of the reign of George 
IH. to that of Victoria, upward of200 duels 
were fought in England. In three, both 
combatants were lulled ; in eighty, one ; 
and in all, 120 were wounded. Upwards 
of twenty-trials connected with duels oc­
curred, in which four duellists were found 
guilty and two hanged. In the list of 
duelliste occur the names of York, Norfolk, 
Castlereagh, Pitt, Fox, Sheridan, Grattan, 
Burdett, Canning, Peel, and Wellington.

, I have seen many persons
throw their clothes down in a heap, to put 
them on next morning all in wrinkles.
Of course, if you chuck your things in a 
stock to stagnate into creases, and put 
them on with a pitchfork,” there is no 
hope of your ever looking well dressed. I
grant it takes a Uttle time and some trouble 
to turn out spick and span; but once the 
habit is acquired of folding your clothes 
away it becomes a second nature, and well 
repays the outlay.

I said above, clothes must be folded care­
fully. There is a right and a wrong way 
in this as in every thing. Each garment 
must be pulled into shape before folding. 
The coat sleeves should be gently but firm­
ly stretched to full length, and then 
doubled up with the crease at elbows. 
The skirts are then turned over, and, with­
out disturbing the collar, the whole is 
doubled down the back, and left at full 
length when put by in wardrobe.

This mode differs from folding for pack­
ing. In this case the collar is turned up, 
arms doubled, skirts brought up to collar- 
cloth to cloth ; the process then goes on 
as above. ' Trowsers should be pulled down 
each Beam, and particularly stretched from 
crutch to boot ; then fold them fiat, knee 
to knee—not as tailors do, with crease 
down the centre ; then turn over into three, 
taking care this crease is below the knee.
- To keep trowsers in shape, you should 
occasionally damp them with a sponge well 
wrung ont. When folded, envelop them 
in brown paper, and put away under a 
heavy trunk or other weight. How do 
soldiers, with their limited stock of trowseig 
manage to turn out so well ? Simply by 
following these directions ; they damp 
their overalls, roll them up, and place them 
often under their bed or pillow.

When clothes are wet, they must not 
be folded—only pulled into shape and 
put to dry. A coat is best placed over the 
back of a chair, as if dressing a lay figure ; 
trowsers over a towel horse. This will be 
found better than hanging them from pegs, 
for they are apt to dry askew and out of 
shape. Often after drying it will be found 
they require a tonic to restore them ; and 
the tincture of iron (hot) must be ad­
ministered by a tailor, unless you can have 
the remedy applied at home. Here it is 
where ancillary help comes in handy. 
Mary Jane, if willing and a skilful repass­
euse, should be suborned with a largess of 
ribbons or similar fallals, and instructions 
given her to iron on the wrong side only— 
previously having damped the refractory 
garments with a moist sponge.

Of all enemies to clothes the most deadly 
known is dnst. If you have been caught 
in a whirlwind of it, you will fold away 
your clothes in vain. They must first be 
dusted. Mark well : if you wear cloth 
ground in with duet, and are caught in the 
rain, your suit is done for. You must 
have a limber switch or cane borne on the 
effective strength of your toilette establish­
ment, and make free use of it at the end 
of a dusty day. If yon don’t like the job 
yourself—and few do—you must get it 
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before auudea nto, or by any one 

else* you please, ,so long as it is done. 
However, I repeat, dusted the cjothes 
must be, or they will be done for. i

THE LAUNDRY. *
The sticking of starched clothes to the 

smoothing iron is one of the most vexations 
things with which the laundress has to 
contend. This is partly owing to the 
adulterations in the starch, for which there 
is no remedy but to obtain a good article. 
Starch gloss is used more to prevent this 
sticking than "for the glossy surface which 
it pretends to give. The latter is rarely, if 
ever, obtained in perfection without polish 
ing iron and machinery. So, dear ladies, 
do not waste your time and strength in 
pursuit ef it.

I learned this from a woman once em­
ployed in the laundry of a shirt and collar 
factory. She said also that the only gloss 
they used was hard soap. They shaved it 
off and boiled it up in the starch, and she 
used in her washing a piece as big as a 
nickle cent to a pint of starch. She 
starched her wet clothes in this, dried 
them, and then if wanted very stiff damp­
ened them by dipping them into e61d 
starch in which a little soap had been dis­
solved, spread them between dry towels, 
rolled tight, for half an hour, and ironed 
smooth. I have long used this in various 
ways and find it always good I prefer 
white soap.

If the clothes are already stiff I dampen 
by merely dipping them in soapy water. 
Care of the irons has much to do with suc­
cess. They should not be permittea to 
stand on the stove to receive slops from the 
cooking. When not in nse they should be 
kept in a dry place. If the face is once 
rust-eaten it is irretrievably injured. If 
rusted, however, rub them on emery or 
brown paper, bnt not on salt as this tends 
to more rust. Beeswax may be used freely 
at any time, rubbing on the hot face of the 
iron, and then rubbing the iron thoroughly 
on cloth or brown paper, Some laund­
resses always do this before putting an iron 
to a starched surface.
TO WASH BLACK CALICO WITHOUT 

FADING.
Put it to soak in weak suds made boiling 

hot ; let it stand until cool enough to 
handle, then wash and rinse in the usual 
way. For stiffening, use strong coffee or 
old skim-milk.

TO PREVENT FLANNELS FROM 
SHRINKING.

In washingjfiannels, or other wooÙen arti­
cles, have the suds ready prepared, by 
boiling up and so dissolving small pieces of 
soap in rain-water, without soda ; but do 
not use the suds when boiling ; let them be 
lukewarm only when the articles are put 
in. The flannels should not be rubbed 
with a large piece of soap, nor should the 
material itself be rubbed as in washing 
linen, etc., the fibres of the wool contain 
numberless little hooks, which the rubbing 
knots together ; hence the thickening of 
the fabric, and consequent shrinking in 
dimensions. Well sluice the articles up 
and down in plenty of suds, which after­
wards squeeze (not wring) ont. The 
clothes wringers, consisting of a pair of 
India rubber rollers, between which the 
clothes pass, are a great improvement upon 
hand labour—as, without injury to the 
fabric, they squeeze out the water so 
thoroughly that the article dries in con­
siderably less time than it otherwise would 
do. After rinsing, squeeze out the water 
and dry in the open air, if the weather is 
such as to admit of the articles drying 
quickly ; if not, dry in a warm room, but 
avoid too close proximity to a fire. Let 
any dust or mud be beaten out or brushed 
off prior to washing.
WHITENING YELLOW FLANNEL.

Flannel which has become yellow with 
use may be whitened by putting it for 
some time in a solution of bard soap, to 
which strong ammonia has been added. 
The proportions are one and a half pounds 
of hard soap, fifty pounds of soft water, 
and two-thirds of a pound of strong 
ammonia. The same object may be attain­
ed in a shorter time by placing the gar­
ments for a quarter of an hour in a weak 
solution of bisulphate of soda to which a 
little hydrochloric acid has been added.


