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As the small fruits are {0 remain
in the garden for a longer period of
time than the wvegetable crops it is
better, as a matter of convenience,
to place them on one side of the gar-
den where they will be least inter-
fered with and where they will not
hinder the ploughing for the other
Crops.

The best time to set out nearly all
kinds of fruit, in this province, is

early in May, the date depending up- |

on the soil and weather conditions.

Currants and gooseberries are excep- '

tions to this rule, it being generally
best to plant them in September, as

they begin growth very uﬂy in
spring.

st ]

Currants.

Red and black currants are mative !

and grow over a wide range of terri-
tory in Canada. They are planted

four to six feet apart, as the bushes '
take up considerable space after .

three or four years. Plant in the
autumn. The currant roots are near

the surface, hence if the soil is hot |

and dry the crop will suffer. A rich,
well-drained, clay loam is best,
though they do well in most solls. A
good dressing of manure ‘before
planting, well worked into the soil,
will make conditions better. There
is little danger of giving the currant
too much fertilizser. Keep from six to
eight main branches each season and
a few others coming on to take their
places. A good rule is mot to have
any branches ‘more than three years
of age, as younger wood gives strong-
er growth and better fruit. In good
soil the bushes should bear from six
to ten crops before removal and be-
fore new ones take their place. In a
favorable season, when in full bear-
ing, they should yield from four to
ten pounds per bush.

Raspberries.
Red raspberries are generally

planted in rows six feet apart and
two feet in the row. The numerous

shoots or suckers which spring up

frcm the roots soon make the space
betwcen the rows narrow, so with

rows a few feet apart a considerable,

number of canes must be cut out to
permit of cultivation. These suckers
may be dug and set out in new rows,
A cool, loamy soil, well drained, yet
capable of holding much moisture, is
best. As moisture is a very important
factor in producing a good crop, and
is often lacking during the fruiting
period, frequent shallow cultivations
should be given to keep the soil in
moist condition and also keep down
the weeds. After a cane bears fruit it
is of no more use, and s0 may be cut
out Immediately. Of the other canes,
take out the weak ones and leave
about six good canes to bear the fruit
for the next season. Cut them back
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late in the fall after growth 5
or ea1ly in the spring, to two or two
and a half feet in height. /The best
varieties are Cuthbert and Herbert,

Strawberries.

The strawberry is a very hardy
plant and will grow on a variety »*
soils. A sandy loam produces the ear-
licst crog, while a clay loam produces
the largest crop and a better quality
ber1y Probably the best system of
rlanting in the garden is to set the
plants 18 inches apart in the rows,
which should be from 3-4 feet apart,
and allow the runners to extend in all
directions to form a matted row.
This method will give the greatest
quantity of berries; while, if they
were planted closer and all the run-
ners cut off, a larger plant and larger
berries could be produced, but would
take considerable time and care.
Spring planting in May gives the bést
results, Strawberries will not thrive
where water stands on the surface
in either summer or winter. It may
be possible to obtain plants from a
plantation near-by; if not, order early
from a reliable nurseryman. When
digging take the healthiest runner
plants and see that all large leaves
and flower buds are removed before
planting. More than one variety
should be planted, because many var-
ieties are imperfdct, that is, contain
pistil -parts only, while some, when
the pistili and stamens are in one
flower, are perfect. The imperfect
varieties must have pollen from the
perfect flower in order to set fruit.
Generally the best results are obtain-
ed where just one crop is taken; that
is, at the end of the second season
from plantipg, plough them under,
and reset a/new lot each year. Most
plantations are allowed to run longer
—three or four seasons. In the fall,
after the plants have frozen, they
should be covered with straw, hay,
or, what is still better, spruce or fir
boughs. This prevents alternate freez-
ing and thawing. In the spring, after
the danger from frost is past, the hay
or straw is drawn off the plants and
placed between the rows to serve as
a mulch to conserve moisture, keep
the berries clean and make picking
easier. In small gardens plants may
be set twelve inches apart in the
row. No runners are allowed to form
on the plans. This is what is called
the ‘‘Hill” system and gives very fine
quality berries. Only warieties with
perfect flowers should be used. The
only objection to this method of
strawberry growing is the amount of
labor required to pull off the runners.
—A. H. MacLennan, Vegetable Spe-
cialist, Toronto.

Carefully store sleighs and cutters.

As the weather becomes warmer,
variety and succulency is important
to the ration of the cattle, as their
appetite is not so keen.
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RAINTS AND VARNISHES

Touch up Your
Furniture and Floors

Furniture that is scratched and scarred is an eyesore.
If the surface is spoiled, the article is considered use-
100% PAINT less. Thisisnotso. Save the surface and you save all.

. Use
WOOD-LAC STAIN

& VARNISHES

Floors and furniture that are shabby can be made to
look like new by using WOOD-LAC STAIN—a durable,
beautiful finish for woodwork of all kinds—a combination
of high grade varnish and permanent stains. It imparts
to common wood surfaces the rich appearance of more
expensive woods such as mahogany, rosewood, cherry,
etc. Twelve beautiful shades.

‘ Get A Sample

Bring the attached coupon and secure a trial can sufficient
to do over a chair or small table. We will give you full
instructions how to useit. We want every householder to
try WOOD-LAC STAIN.

Earl Construction Co.
ATHENS, ONT.
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