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THE SITUATION.

Poor little unoffending Belgium is
still the main theatre of the European

_ war. At this writing Ostend has ap-
parently fallen, and it is certain that
‘the capital has been removed to
French territory. In modern times no
‘country has ever suffered more cruelly
or ruthlessly than the plucky little
subjects of King Albert, whose only
offence was that they would not bow
the knee to an overbearing set of war
lords, with - the Kaiser = impiously
claiming the Deity as a side partner.

< The next point of attack will probably
be. Calais, which is about 22 miles
dcross channel from Dover. The ap-
pdrent’ idea would seem fo be to se-
cure an airship base there, but the
British fleet has yet to be heard from
before such an establishment.

In the meantime the Allies seem to
be making advances on the general
fighting line, while the Russians are
sustaining some setbacks.

WAR PRICES IN CANADA.

The effects of two months of the
world’s war on Canadian prices are
summed up in a rise of the Labor De-
partment’s index number from 135.5,
as calculated at the end of July, to
140.7, as worked out at the end of
September. These numbers are per-
centages of the general level of prices
in the decade 1890-1899, and are based
on quotations from 272 articles scat-
tered over the whole field of produc-
tion and consumption.

Most of the rise took place during
the three weeks following the declara-
tion of war. In fact, the last half of
September saw general steadiness and
even a tendency to decline in import-
ant articles like grains and. cattle.

Though a rise of 5 points in the
Departmental index number is very
marked, it is not without precedent.
Canadian prices during thes trade
boom of 1912 went up at intervals
with almost equal rapidity, and the
readjustment of prices at the close of
1911 sent the index number up 4 ponits

in a single month:

It has also to be remembered that
zeveral articles which have contributed
very materially to sending the index
number up during the last month are
not of first importance in consumption.
For example, cream of tartar, anti-
mony and quicksilver have all more
than doubled, while a number of other
secondary commodities (alcohol, soi-
der, sulphur, etc.) went up. by 20, 30
and 40 per cent. Tin and rubber went
up very rapidly in August, but de-
clined practically just, as fast in Sep-
tember. Flour is perhaps the most
important foodstuff that has shown a
tendency to decline. A full analysis
of the prices movement by groups of
commodities is appearing in the cur-
rent issue of the Labor Gazette.

Retail prices, of which the Depart-
ment is receiving quotations for over
30, articles in every town of 10,000 and
upwards in Canada, have been on the
whole steady in September after the
first upward movement following the
war. In flour and sugar further ad-
vances occurred in most of the cities,
but in-other commodities prices were
quiet. - Rents were downward in some
15 localities throughout the Dominion.

It is interesting to note that in
England the Economist’s index num-
ber went up 6 per cent. during August,
the rise being greatest in foodstuffs
and least in minerals, while the Stat-
ist’s index number went up from 82
at the end of July to 87 at the end of
August. Bradstreet’s - index number
for -the United States went up 12 per
cent. in August, but has eased off
slightly since. The crest of the high
prices wave seems to have come about
two or three weeks after the declara-
tion -of war.

SIX HUNDRED DOLLARS PER
FAMILY.
:“There is. no danger in Canada
ftom the actual operations of war.
Therefore, there is no reason why
Businegs conditions ghould not be
satisfactory. - Basic. conditions were
never better in the western country
than they are this year. Instead of a
e¢ondition of pessimism vyerging on
panic, there is every ground for con-
fidence. This is especially the case
jn Manitoba and the northern part of
the country, which produced, accord-
jng to the Manitoba Free Press esti-
hates, 320,000,000 bushels, and the
grain. prowers estimate 353,000,000,
aver- o~ 335,000.000 bushels which at
60 _cents.a bushel, .a-low .estimate,
would give us roughly $200,000,000.

would easily be another $20,000,000 to
$25,000,000.  This, divided amongst
a population of about one million
and a half would give $150 each for
every man, woman'and child. Divide
them into. families of four and you
have $600 to the family. .Then, take
into ~consideration ‘that’ @« large
number of the population live in vil-
lages, towns and cities, and you will
see that if every one had“been en-
gaged in their legitimate business. and

|living within ‘their means instead of

speculating and gambling in real
estate and other matters we would
have money enough and to spare.”—
Mr. Alex. Macdonald, wholesale

merchant, Winnipeg.

“KULTUR’S” DOVES ON THE
WING.
Under the above heading the New
York Herald says:

“Another famous victory at Paris!
More bombs, and more peaceful non-
combatants killed and maimed! ~

It is not warfare—it is assassination
from the air.

‘Kultur’ now finds exemplification
in the Taube, the dove—not dove of
peace but of destruction;a dove that
seeks out praying women and inno-
cent children for its victims and pours
down upon them from the heavens its
death-dealing missiles, Perhaps, after
Louvain and Termonde, Antwerp and
the assassination at Paris we will hear
less in this country of this much
vaunted ‘kultur” It will be well—for
‘kultur’ and its admirers, hyphenated
or unhyphenated.

What else than assassination and
attempted assassination is their in the
raids against non-combatants of these
German doves? They have no place
in warfare as it has bzen understood
by civilized nations, nor can they have
any possible relationship to the op-
erations in the present conflict. If de-
signed solely to murder or frighten
women and children, they may, in

but is this war? :

From a military standpoint it would
seem that instead of being of value to
ther%ermans these Taube raids must
prove boomerangs. They have shown
that individuals can be killed. by
bombs, nothing more; and this had
already been demonstrated on New
York’s east side! The Taube may be
more spectacular than the Black
Hand, but as a war machine it §s not
effective, and demonstration of this
fact robs the Kaiser of such asset as
he has had in his promised Zeppelin
raids. The Taubes have dispelled the
spectre of threatened destruction of
cities by dynamite and other high ex-
plosives rained from the clouds, for
an airship, whatever its type, can do
nothing more than the Taube has
done.

The Taube’s chief distinction lies in
the insight it has given the world into
‘kultur’ and its doves of the Aerial
Black Hand.”

GOVERNMENT FINANCING IN
WAR TIME..

The first Canadian provincial gov-
ernment to take practical steps to
float a loan during war time is On-
tario. That province is selling I1,-
000,000 five-year 5 per cent. bonds m
Canada and the loan is expected to
have a good reception. Ontario made
inquiries with a view to marketing this
loan in the United States, but were
informed by bankers there that Presi-
dent Wilson’s ban on loans being
raised in the United States for gov-
ernments at war would seem to in-
clude Canadian provincial govern-
ments. The London market also be-
ing closed, Ontario will sell its bonds
here.

In Saskatchewan. for public works
capital account $1,799,950, part of the
proceeds ofan issue of treasury bills
sold in April was at the disposal of
the government, Money to be paid
on vouchérs which had been sent in
| for work done before the outbreak
of war and the sums required for ad-
vancing certain public worke in order
that the money already spent might
not be wasted, would make a total
of $1,822,000. An additional sum was
therefore needed. For relief work and
for patriatic purposes it is necessary
to raise a further sum of about $1,-
500,000 by way of a temporary loan,
the sum required for patriotic pur-
poses alone being $750,000. Arrange-
ments for a temporary loan have been
made by the provincial government
and it is not anticipated that the rate
of interest will be in excess of 5 1-2
per cent. The government expect. to
make the loan a permanent one “in
the near future.

A bill to provide for the hypothe-
cation of the securities of the pro-
vince of Saskatchewan, passed at the
recent session, gives the government
powers which will enable it to raise
loans in this manner during the con-
tinuance of the war.

Manitoba also has a $2,000,000 loan
to marRet.

Several applications have probably
been made for advances from the Do-
minion Government by the provinces,
under the provisions of the emergency
measures announced at Ottawa in
August. The August return of the
banks to the government shows that
$750,000 in Dominion notes had beén
issued .on approval securities, It wiil
likely be found that a much larger
amount has been issued during Sep-
témber.

As to the Dominion government’s
next loan, the flotation of which is
probably not far distant, there is, as
previously forecasted by The Morne-
tary Times, the possibility of Canada
arranging a loan from the Imperial
government, and in view of all tl}at

) ~to_this our root crop, galdr%LCa 1ada has done since the commence-
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some measure serve their purpose—|.

will be little difﬁculty.,ll;'or such pur- |
poses as fresh loans, there 'is practi- |’

cally only one source from which

jmoney would’ be’ forthcoming in|

Great Britain at present, and practi-
cally any country, and that is the Im-
perial igovernment through the med-
ium of the Bank of England.

Gallant Frenchman Tells of H's Firs:
Experience in the Firing Line—
Felt Like Spectatcr

A vivid impression of what moderc
warfare means, is given in a letter
written by a wounded Krench: soluier:

“] am in a field hosgpital now, with
& nice little hole in my left shouider,
he wrote. “It feels as if some play-
ful joker had touched it with a-lighted
cigar. The wound 1s washed ana
dressed by a pretty little dressmak:r
whoe has turaned nurse. She is so
sweet and love.y and kind-hearted that
one would like to get wounded for the
sole purpoce of beirg nursed and
bandaged. :

‘“Part of our army was-marching
along the Ltroad, sunny road toward
Charleroi. Tue road was bordered on
either side by a vast cyltivated plain,
where little groups of peasants were
busily engaged in harvesting. The
girls and tihe old ren were as busy
as they corld be.

“When scmetimes we were on an
elevation, 1 locked backward and saw
cur army, like. a huge serpent, cover:
ing the road for a distance of rany
miles. The hearts of the troops wera
light, but their faces were grave.
Everyone felt that we were to enzgaga
in an action that the fate of nattons
depended on.

“There were many singing, however,
for the French soldier i3 always bright,
lively, happy and brave,

“At a distance, on our left, clouds
of dust hover over the fieid, and now
and again our ears catch the noise of
moving troops and the trampling of
horses’ feet. Apparently they were
moving parailél with our columns. It
is rumored that they are British
troops; but. nobcdy knows but the
commanders, and they keep silent
We know not even where we go.

‘““Heavy canncnading is heard ahead
and it becomes more freqguent &s we
advance.

“Aides, bearing messages, gallop by
us every few minutes.

“Arriving at the crgzt of the h'll,
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(Continued on Page’\Four.).

scale upon which the tremend-
ous opposing forces are operated
and the average duration of a bat-
tle in this war as compared with
a battle of-the Napoleonic cam-
paigng_the fatiguning process will
employ a much longer period
than in the days when a Water-
loo decided the fate of an empire.

“The operation of tiring the
enemy will occupy the attention
of the allies all winter in all pro-
bability. - In the meanwhile the
necessary reserve, the substantial
and effhicient force, is being
hammered into shape in England.
The fact that the shaping is being
accomplished under the analytical
eye of Lord itchener should be
a sufficient assurance to the al-
lies’ general staff that the ‘re-
serve’ will not ' consist of raw
troops. . From the meagre in-
formation which has been ob-
tainable regarding it, the new
army should be the greatest in
efficiency,-as well as in strength
that has ever left the United
Kingdom.

“It is the objective “Of the
Franco-British forces to place a
barrier of men and metal between
the Germars and . the channel
coast of Belgium - and France,

we dropped ourselves there. Right
in front of us, on,the oppos.te hill, !
and dividing into the valley belowl
was the cnemy.

“Their advance is covered Dby thci
artillery oy the hills behind them. A
mighty roar behind us, shows us that
our own artillery iz coming int> ac
tion, shelling the valley below.

*“It is strarge that in the fics .of
death and destruction, I cateh mysel
trying to make out where the ghell
are falling, as if I were merely a.
interested spectator at a rifie com-
petition. I  was not the only one
experiencing these strange feelinzs. 1
saw many cuirious faces. all around
me, bearinz expressions full of in-
terest, like an audienczs highly fasecin-
ated by a theatrical performance.

“These expresizions crossed my mind
in a thousandth part cf a second, fol-
lowed by numerous - others, always
alien from the seriousness of what
weas happening. The human mind is
inexplicable.

“We beg.n to shoot. Between
rouncds, 1 hear many funny expres
sions used, provirg that the speakers’
thoughts are far from a realizatioa
of the terrible facts. It is not heart-
lessness, or anything like that.

“Volley alter volley, we sent at the
enemy. The German bullets passed
mostly cver cur heads. Instinctively
we stcpped, z2lthough when one hears
a bullet, it has already passed. It is
a queer sensation when ome is firs
in a rzain of buliets. -

“We are crdered to advance. Al
ternately dropping ourselves to the
ground to fire and then jumping tc
our feet to rush across the open, we
gradually .pproach the enemy.

“The earth now is shaken by in
cessant ‘cannonading. The air is tor
by the continuous roar of rife nare
We rush forward to seize a piece o©
ground, -surrounded by low trees.

“Half way across the intervenin
space, I was struck and lost conscious
ness. I only regret that I could noi
have seen the-finish of th's, my “firs
battle. But I will be back on the
line again, and I hope it may be th¢
first fighting line and that I may hay
my old comrades by my side.”

Obedience to Censorship

(New " York Evening Post)—Lord
Kitchener, for the transfer of British
troops to France and Belgium, has
obtained complete newspaper silence
for a week—to such.a degree that,
while the censorship at Dover was
public; not -one continental paper, ev-
en in neutral Switzerland and Italy,
had wind that Southampton was the
port - really; concerned. The un-
broken loyalty of the English préss
which, if it knew anything, printed
not a word, is to-day the object of
universal admiration—a comforting
instance of true, faithful, obedient,
disciplined " patriotism.

—
BATTLE AT TSING-TAU.

TOKIO, Oct. 14, 3.40 p.m.— It
was declared officially in Tokio that
the American consul at Tsing-Tau,
W. R. Peck, and a number of Ger-
man and’ Chinese women and Thild-
ren ‘are to leave Tsing-Tau to-mor-
row, This move is in fulfillrent of
the arrangement recently concluded
for the removal of all rémaining non-
combatants from the German posi-
tion in iao-Chow. An engagement
between a German and a Japanese
aeroplane took place over Tsing-Tau
yesterday. Neither aviator was hurt.
The German machine rose to a height
of g.000 feet and disappeared in the

clouds. -

»

A little four year ald girl, Ella Luel-
la Groombridge, and two boys., Edison
Moore, four, and Vaughan = Reaume,
five, were seriously injuréd by an ex-

which will serve the double pur-
pose of holding open all avenues
of reinforcement and supply by
sea and 4seriously interfering
with German offensive against the
left flank. ~ Concensus of military
éxperts is that a ‘Germany held
during the winter months is a
Germany defeated«in the spring.
In the matter of “"éndurance and

to vie with her adversaries.

“While it is"a’ qatfer of ' signif-
icance in its bearing up the re-
markably completée espionage
system of the Gérmans, the re-
volt of a part of the Boer pop-
ulace in South Africa, cannot af-
fect materially the campaign in
Europe. The Dutch-French
stock of the South African veldt
never had anything in common
with German imperialism.”

GERMANS ATTEMPT,

(Continued trom Page 1)

In order to strengthen his forces
in this vicinity, General Von
Kluck has thrown an entire army
corps into Liile. This city has once
before been in German hands, and
it has been within the German
lines sin¢ ean early stage in the
Hostilities. Its occupation to-day
does not seem to have been seri-
ously opposed; in fact it is ex-
plained here that it could not

. have been held without disar-
ranging the alies line. According
to observers in London, the Ger-
mans have been particularly anx- 3
ious to reach Amiens and thus
secfire control of the railroads to
the north and to the south. But
according to a French official an-
nouncement, the allies have check-
ed their movemernt in this direct-
ion.and have made a “marked ad-
vance between Arras and Albert,”
where the principal German effort
centered... Fots

The intérmixing of the armies
along a front of hundreds of miles
appears to-day to be as chaotic as
is the news concerning the oper-
ations furnished by the intelli-
gence departments of the differ-
ent headquarters. The French
armies are declared to be gaining
ground at -Berry-Au-Bae, north-
west of Rheims and at Souain, on
the east side of the cathedral city,
while at least one portion of the -
German army under the Duke of
Wourttemburg is still stoutly hold-
ing its position between them on
the plains of the Marne. Again,
further to  the east, the French
occupy Apremonth in the forest
of the Argonne, well to the north-
west of Verdun, and Verdun is
the position which the army un-
der the German crown prince has
for so long been trying to reduce.
To the east of the position of the
crown prince, the French are said
to be rushing toward Metz. It is
reported that in order t0 improve
the crown prince’s chances of re-
ducing Verdun, sonie of the siege
guns released from Antwerp are
now on ‘the way to join him.

RUSSIAN STATEMENT -

WASHINGTON, Oct. 14—Colonel
Golejeéwski, military attache of the
Russian embassy here to-day receiv-
ed the following official despatch from
Petrograd: “A battle has begun on a
line extending from the country
around Warsaw along the Rivers Vis-
tula and San to Przemysl and further
to the south to the River Dniester. In
East Prussia the situation = remains
unchanged.”

Dr. John R. Rl-:therford. for 35 years
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CHAPTER L , =

T ihe Sanih 6t Julv. of tha

of St. Swithin, a strange
thing came upon England, for out ef
the east there drifted a
cloud, purple and piled, hea:
evil, climbing slowly up the hushed
heaven. In the shadow of that strange
“cloud the leaves drooped in the trees
the birds ceased their calling, and
the cattle and the sheep gathered
cowering under the hedges. A gloom
fell u&on all the land, and men stood
with their eyes upon the strange eloud
and a heaviness upon their hearts.

brooding cloud-bank, ever
slowly across, until the last thin blwe
gleam faded away and the whele vast
sweep of the heavens was ome great
laden arch.

Then the rain - began to fall. Al |
day it rained, and all the night and
all the week and all the menth, until
folk had forgotten the blue heavens
and the gleam of the sunshine. It
was not heavy, but it was steady and
cold and unceasing, so that the .
ple were weary of its hissing its |
splashing, with the slow drip from the
eaves. Always the same thick evil
cloud flowed from east to west with
the rain beneath it. None could see
for more than a bow-shot from their
dwellings for the drifting veil of the
rain-storms. Every morning the folk
looked upward for a break, but their
eyes rested always upon the 8ame end-
less cloud, until at last they ceased
'to look up, and their hearts aired
of ever seeing the change.
raining at Lammas-tide and
at the Feast of the Assumption nns
still raining at Michaelmas. The
crops and the hay, sodden and black,
had rotted in the fields, for they were
not worth the garnering. The sheep
had died, and the calves also, se
there was little to kill when Martin-
mas came and it was time to salt the
meat for the winter. They feared a
famine, but it was worse than famine
which was in store for them.

For the rain had ceased at last,
and a sickly autumn sun shone uponm
a land which was soaked and soddén
with water. Wet and rotten leaves
reeked and festered under the foul
haze which rose from the woods. The
fields were spotted with monstrous
fungi eof & size 'and color never match-"
‘ed' before—scarlet and mauve and liv~
er and black. It was as though the
sick earth had burst into foul pus-
tules; mildew and lichen mottled the
.walls, and’ with that filthy crop Death
sprang also from the watersoaked
‘earth. Men died, and women and
‘children, the baron of the castle, the
franklin on the farm, the monk in
the abbey and the villein in his wat-
‘tle-and-daub cottage. ~ All breathed
the same polluted reek and all died
the same death of corruption. * Of
those who were stricken none recov-
ered, and the illness was ever the
same—gross boils, raving, and the black
blotches which gave its name to the
disease. All through the winter the
dead rottéd by the wayside for want
of some one {o bury them. In many
a village no singlé man was lefiralive.
Then at last the spring came with
sunshine and health aad lightness
and laughter—the greenest, sweetest.
tenderest ® spring that England had
ever known—but only half of E
land could kmow it. The other half
had gassed away with the great pur-
ple cloud.

* Yet it was there in that stream of
death, in that reek of corruption, that
the brighter and freer England was
born. There in that dark hour the
first streak of the new dawn was
seen, For in no way save by a’
upheaval and change could the na-
tion break away from that iron feudal
syséem which held her limbs. But
now it was a new country which came
out from that year of death. The
barons were dead in swaths. No
high turret nor cunning moat eould
keep out that black commoner whe
struck them  down. Oppressive laws
slackened for want of those who could
snforce them, and once slackened could
never be enforced again. The laborer
would bz a slave no longer, The
bondsman cnapped his .shackles.
There was much to do and few left
to do it. Therefore the few should be
free men, name their own price, and
work where and for whom they would.
It was the black death which clear
the way for that great rising thirt
years later. which left the gEng
neasant the freest of his class in
Kurcpa, :

Put there were few so far-sighted
that they could see that here, as ever,
goord was coming out of evil, At the
moment misery and ruin were brough$

fnto every family. The dead -eattle,
the ungarnered crops, the uptilled
lands—every spring of weelth, had
dried up at the samne moment. Those
who were rich became poor; but those
who were poor already, and especial-
ly those who were poor with the bur-
den of gentility upon their shoulders,
found themselves in 'a perilous state.
All through-England the smaller gen-
try were:ruined, for they had ne trade
save. war, -and they drew, their living
from. the work of others... On.many a
manor-house there came ;evil. times,
and none more than on-the Manor of
Tilford; where for many generations
the noble family of the Lorings had
held their home.

There was a time when the Lorings

nad held the country from the Norin
Downs to the Lakes of Frensham, and
when their: grim castle-keep rising
above the green meadows which bor-
der the River Wey h been the
strongest fortalice betwixt Guildford
Castle in the east and Winchester
in the west. But there came that Bar-
ons’ War, in which the King used his
Saxon subjects as a whip with which

It was
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‘Ermynt Loring and her
igel. Lady Ermyntrude’s

» 5 >~‘
had fallen before the Scottish spears-
men at Stirling, and her son Eustace,

| Nigel’s father, had found a glorious

death nine years before this chron-
icle opens upon the poop of a Norman
galley at the sea-fight of Sluys. The
lonely old  woman,. fierce and brood-
ing like the falcon mewed in her.
chamber, was soft only toward the
lad whom' she had brought up:i: All
the tenderness and love of her na-.
ture, so hidden from others that they
could not imagine their existence,
were lavished upon him. She could
not bear him away from her, and he,
with that respect for authority which
the age demanded, would not go with-
out her blessing and consent. :
So it came about that Nigel, with
his lion heart and with the blood of
a hundred soldiers thrilling in his
veins> still at the age of two and
twenty, . wasted “\e weary days re-
claiming his hav®:s with leash and
lure or training the alans and span-
jels who shared with the family the
big earthen-floored hall of the manor-
B by day the aged'Led Eekn
a ay the ’ y
t.rudey hayd seen him wax in strength®
and in manhood, small of stature, i
is true, but with muscles of steel and
a soul of fire.  From all parts, from
the warden of Guildford Castle, from
the tilt-yard of Farnham, tales of his
prowess were brought back to her, oi
his daring as a rider, of his debonair
courage, of his skill with all weapons;
but still she, who had both hus-
band and son torn' from: her by
a bloody death, could ‘not bear that
this, the last of the Lorings, the final
bud of so famous an old tree, should
gshare the #~me fate. With a weary
heart, but with a smiling. face, pe
bore with his uneventful days, while
she would ever put off the evil time

antil. the ; harxest. was hetter, nntil

the monks:of Waverley should give
v had takep, until his

uncle should die and leave money for
his outfit, or any other excuse with
which she could held him to her side.
And indeed, .there was need for a
man at Tilford, for the strife betwixt
‘the Abbey and the manor-house had

Meover been appeased, and still on one

pretext or another the monks woul_d
clip off yet one more slice of their
neighbor’s land. Over the winding riv-
er, across the green meadows, rose the
short square téwer and the high gray
walls of the grim Abbey, with its bell
tolling by day and night, a voice of
menace and of dread to the litile
household. ;

It is in the heart of the great Cis-
tercian monastery that this chronicle
of old days must take its start, as
we trace the feud betwixt the monks
and the house of Loring, with those
events to which it gave birth, ending
with * the coming of Chandos, _the
strange spear-running of Tilford Bridge
and the deeds with which Nigel won
fame in the wafs. Elsewhere, in the
chronicle of the White Company, it
has been set forth what manner of
man was Nigel Loring. Those yvho
love him may read herein those things
which went to his making. Let us
go back together and gaze upon this
green stage of England, the scenery,
hill, plain and river even as now, the
actors - in much our very selves, in
mueh also so changed in thought and
act that they might be dwellers in
another world to ours.

CHAPTER II.

The day was, the first of May,
which was the Festival of the Blessed
Apostles Philip and James. The year|
was the 1,349th from man’s salvation.'

From tierce to sext, and then agaim
trom sext to nones, Abbot John of the
House of Waverley had been seated
in his study while he.conducted tbe’
many ‘tugh duties ‘of his “office. All’
around for many a mile on every side’
stretched the fertile and ﬂounnhin‘f
sstate ‘of which he was the master.'
In the centre lay the broad Abbey'
buildings, with church and cloisters,

hospitium, chaptér-house and frater-
house, all buzzing: with a busy life.
Through the open window came the
low ‘hum of the voices of the brethren
as they walked in pious converse in
the ambulatory below. From across
the ' cloister - there rolled the distant
rise and fall of a Gregorian, chant,
where the precentor was hard at work
upon the choir, “while down in the
chapter-house sounded the strident
voice of Brother Peter, expounding
the rule of Saint Bernard to the no-
vices. -

Abbot John rose to stretch his
cramped lienbs. He looked out at the
greensward, of the cloister, and at the-

- graeeful lifie -of open Gothic arches

whieh skirted a covered walk for the

brethren . within. .. Two. and two in |

their black -white garb with slow '

step’ and heads inclined, they paced: h

round and round. Se; of the more
studious had brought their illuminat-
ing work from the scriptorium, and
sat in the warm sunshine. with their
little platters of pigments and pack-
ets of gold-leaf before them, their
shoulders rounded and their faces
sunk low over the white sheets.of vel-
lum. There too was the copper-worker
with his burin and graver. Learning
and art were not traditions with the ]
Ciste: as with }.he parent Order
of -the Benedictines, and yet* the lib-

| Tamy.of Waverley wae well filled both |

j| also on occasion of impatience

“body of men hm‘(oahbm«ﬁb- p:

him, a

all above. He helglhizh ’

the scales of Justice in all th

banlieue which stretched ove:

% m'%e of Hampshi dn;lnd

o X easure - migh

e t ir

community, or eysr imprisonment

chains. Over theﬁymm;ho ﬂ$

hold any punishment save only ¢

poreal death, instead d‘:gleh’ hich he

in hand the far more dreadful’ )

ofssgli]titual &.‘xeeomm umctﬁon.'& ﬁhA m

uch were powers of the A

end it is no wonder that there were

masterful lines in the ruddy features

of Abbot John, or that the brethren,

glancing up, should pué on an”even

meeker carriage and more demure ex-

-:e&ion as they saw the watchiul face

the window above
A knock at the door

duties, and he returned to his desk.
Already he had spoken with his cellar-
er and prior, almoner, . and
lector, but now in the tall and gaunt
monk who obeyed his summons to
enter he recognized the most import-
ant and also the most importunate ef
his agents, Brother Samuel the sae-
rist, whose office, correspon& to
that of the layman’s bailiff, placed the
material interests' of the monastery
an?ir 1tis d::ldings hxth the outer world
entirely er ‘control,  subjeet
only to the check of the Abbot. Bro-
ther Samuel was a gnarled and stringy
old monk whose stern and sharp-fea-
tured face reflected no light from
above but only that sordid  workaday
world toward which it was forever
turned. A huge book of accounts was
tucked undeér one of his arms, while
a great bunch of keys hung from the
ether hand, a badge of his oﬂee.\-m

pon of offénse; ds many a d head
among ‘rustics and lay brothers could

testify.
- The Abbot sigheé wearily, for he
suffered much at the hands of his
strenuous agent. “Well, Brother Sam-
uel, what is you will?”’ he asked.

““Holy father, I have to report that
T have sold the wool to Master Bald-
win of Winchester at two shillings a
bale more than it fetched last year,
for the murrain among the sheep has
raised the price.”

“You have done well, brother.”
“I have also to. tell you that I have
distrained Wat the warrener from his
cottage, for his Christmas rent is still
unpa.}‘d, nor the hen-rents of last

year.

“He has a wife and four childvem,
brother.” He was a good, easy man,
the Abbot, though liable to be over-
borne by his sterner subordi Sl re

“It is true, holy father: but if I
should pass him, then how am I te.
esk the rent of the foresters of Putten-!
ham, or the hinds in the village? Such’
a thing spreads from house to house,’
and where then is the wealth of Wav-
erley?” ;

“What else, Brother Samuel?* :

“There is the matter of the fish-'
ponds.” 5 i

The Abbot’s face brightened. It was.
a subject upon which he was an au-,
thority. If the rule of his Order had'
robbed him of the softer joys of life,’
he had the keemer zest for these!
which remained. :

“How have the char prospered, bso-.
ther?” g 3 ;
‘““They have done well, hol hht,i
but the bikrp have died in the Abbets)
pond.” =3

“Carp Kouper only upon & ol
bottom. They must be put in in.
their due proportion, three miltars to.
s Tanes U foue Poowy W flony.
) mus 5 om 8 )
and sandy, an ell deep, with willows

snd grass upon the banks. Mud for
tench, brother, gravel for carp.”

The sacrist leaned forward with the
face of one who bears tidings of woe.
“There are pike in the Abbot’s pond,”
said he. .

,“Pike!” eried the Abbot in horror.
““As well shut up a wolf in our sheep-
folk. How came a pike in the pond?
There were no pike last year, and &
pike does not fall with the rgin ner
ride in the springs. The pond must be
drained, or we shall spend_ next Lent

/ “the ren

3

shallow for the fry and the year! b
and one deep for the breeders and
table-fish. But still, I have net heard
{gu say-how the pike eame in the Ab-
X' '.;f anger passed ever the‘
spasm ) d
fierce face of the sacrist, and his keys
rattled t::l: tl;is I‘;‘o&pyzhnn&} N s -M'”
more 3 oung !
said he. "H?o swore thntlfe would do
us scathe, and in this way he has
done it.”

Conan Doyle. At this time
:is of unusual interest as'i
reader Uv:i:th‘e

2" e firs

ext, when items of
jmtere ~character will be pry
and'it is’ ll{. g:&ect’ed that thd
be a record-breaking attendand
OFF FOR THE FRONT.
oMy, H: F. Har
e Bank

: & A 3
in_which fie has already servec
years. Mr. Hanchard has three
and five cousins serving th
gld.j;guh_tt'y‘}' Four of the ¢
ofii one family.

T’} “MEET 'IN BRANTFORE
““Thé Sunday School Associat
iﬁg}%}jb,cé_séiof Huron decided
closing session in Cronyn Hal
day to hold the next annual
in _Brantford. Bishop William
sided " throughout the session,
began Monday morning. The 1
was occupied in hearing the 1o
and discussions of the various

presented.

———
LONG ARM OF LAW.

It “is Over a year ago since
Putman savagely assaulted
Pickles while he was trying to
his arrest. After causing consig
trouktle to the authorities he s
quit the city and had not been
of . since .until he was located
days ago in Windsor. A few
grams were . despatched betwes
two cities, and as a result Putma
arrested, and is now held await]
escort to Brantford. Detective
man left this morning for Wind
bring. Butman. back. He wi
charged to-morrow.

mGH ',Q;QURT,‘ CASES. .
e are now ‘three -cases ¢
session. next week; They, a¥
250 rand, Sacord; Haley -and
for. the .complaigant_ and Clar
Swaby for 'defendants. * Curr
will be remembered is the ma
fell from the post office buildi
sustained .sérious/ injuries, the
of which is now' disputed.
ski. v.-Washburn; Harley and
for plaintiff and W. A. Hol
for defendant. Nekolaski claim
ages in respect of an. injury
by one -of the Washburn attr
during the recent Old Home
Hopking'v. L."E. and N R
Wilkes ‘and Henderson for p
and Brewster and Heyd for th
way. Hopkins clarms damages
spect to ‘land through whic
tracks of the Railway Compa

f SPECIAL
s in Stock No

Cold Storage Shelled V
~nuts in perfect condition.
" “Pure Codfish in strips,

. .;English Malt Vinegar
the . barrel.

Porto Rica ‘Molasses

Honey in 5-1b. pails and
_glass.

A L VANSTO

Direct Importer
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