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Hoa. LEADER OF THE OPPOSITION .1 hope,
Bir. Chairwan, that the how. Attorney General will
foreshadow the policy of the Governwent on this most
important quesiion i e kx
ouz children are proper? educated, they will be able to
judge for themselves and form correct opinions on the
lund question and other imporiant matters, which it is

most desirable that they sbould thoroughly understand, |

and they will then be less influenced by political
demagogues. I certainly expected that some members
in the Government would have given us an inkling, at
least, of the policy which they intend pursuing in tbe
matter of Education. Do they purpose raising the
tesohers’ sularies, and paying them entirely out of the
Treasury? and ifso; how are they going to raise the
mongy? The Government may, perhaps, be excused if
they allow this matter to stand over for a few deys,as the
father of ¥ree Hducation, our present Colonial Besre-
tary, canno, aceording fo our Statutes, take his seat
immedistely, although we know thas he bas beaten the
foremosnt man of the Tenant League, by sn immense
majority. - , i

Hon. ATTORNEY GENERAL.~—I would, M,
Chairman,. judging from the debate we have just had
on the land question, be unwilling to awaken any dis-
sussion oo the psragraph now before this hon. Com-
mittes. 1 hope that my hon. friend, the Leader of the
Government, will be in his place on the floor of this
House when the Education question comes regularly
up for discussion. I may, however, say that it is the
intention of the Governwment to make the Education
laws more extensively useful. The hon. leader of the
Opposition has said that, if the people are properly
educated, they will be less liable to be influenced by
political demagogues. Now, 8ir, if the Liberal party,
as the Counservatives would have us believe, belong to
that class, they wust ackoowledge that we show a great
amount of forbearance in helping forward the cause of
Kducation. As every true lover of his country should

be willing and anxious to forward a measure such as

this, I do not anticipate that there will be any great
disngreement among the members of this hon. Commit-
tee upon the subject, or that we will be compelled to
travel over ground similar to that gone over in the
previous debate. We will, I trust, agree that, as
Education is so great a boon to the country, it iy right
and proper to make the system, if possible, more exten-
sively useful, and to help the school-master so fur as
lies 1o our power. :

Mr. BRECKEN.—1 agres with the remarks of the
Hon. Attorney General, but thiak it would have been
right to have given us an idea of the policy which the
Groverpment intend pursuing, one part of which is, I
think, to pay the teachers entirely cut of the public
purse. [ trust that the House will not make this matter
a party measure, for it must be acknowledged by all
that nothing can be more important to the country than
free education. ‘The Conservatives have been charged
with mutilating the system, but abundant opportonity
for discussing the matter will be afforded when 1t
comes regularly up for discussion. I am quite willing
to help forward the canse of free education—the credit
for intreducing which system must be acknowledged to
be due to the present Leader of ihe Covernment

" (Mr. Cules). ’ ‘

of Education, We know that, if}

Mr. McLENNAN.—I do not intend to offer any
‘factious opposition to the paragraph under considera-
tion ; but as education is one of the questions which
the party in power promised to put on & better footing,
I suppose they will be prepared to introduce important
smendments to the Act, At thelate General Eleation,
1 was one of thoss who advocated that the teachers
should be paid their full salaries from the tressury ; and
I believe it was the intention of the majority of the
Conservative party, had the goverament remained in
their bands, to amend the law in this particular. Iam
of opinion, judgiog from the revenue of Jest year, which
excceded the cxpenditure by about £7 000, that the
toachers could be wholly paid out of the public purse,
withodt apy additional tazation, Thereare aboni 800
teschers employed in the Colony, and wsre the Govern-
ment to pay each of them the £15 which it is now
provided they shall receive from the people, the sum
would only smount to £4,500. This'is an a’utl:]y i

which the Goveroment could very well affo
with & surplus of £7,000 of revenue, such as we had
last year. s .

The paragraph was then agreed to, as were also the .
6th and 7th. »

Paragraph velaiing to Local Industry and Agrticultﬁnf.

The 8th paragraph was then road, which relates 1o
the developement of local indusiry and improvements
in agriculiare. . ‘

Hos. LEADER OF THE OPPOSITION.—The
wording of this paragraph is somewhat ambiguous. I-
would like to hear from some of the members of the
Government sn explanation of what they mean by ihe
expression ‘“local industry.” It might refer to the -
establishment of cotton mills, to the manufacture of tin
trumpets, or.the enconragement of a woollen fastory, as
we koow, Mr, Chairman, that a Bill was passed last
session to imeorporate a company of that nature, Or,
perhaps they intend to give a'bounty lo encourage the
fisheriea, as I understsnd that the constituents of the
hom. and gallant Colonel from Cascumpee ave urging
for a measure of this kind. The fishery bounty gques-
tion was ably discussed'at two or three publio mestings
‘held in Charlottetown, at which some rigid economists -
argued that a trade which would not support. itself
should be allowed- to go dowa; and others just g
strenyuously maintained the opposite view, Though I
will not at present give my own opinions on this ques~
tion, yet I would be interested to hear whether the
fisheries is one of the branches of ¥ local industry” that
are to be developed by the present Government.

. Hon. ATTORNEY GENERAL.—The enquiry,
coming as.it does from the hon. Leader of the Opposi-
tion, is very natural. Comparing great things with
emall, we know that the speech of Her Majesty at the
opening of Parliament is generally very vague.  Sup-
posing that speech were to state that a Reform Bill
was to be introduced, wounld it be proper for Mr, Glad-
stone to rise and ask what the clauses of that Bill ware-
to be ? If the Royal speech profjsed that a mensure
of reform would be brought forward, would that not be
sufficient ? The paragraph under consideration, how»
ever, does not promise that any measure at all will be

‘introduced relating to loeal industry. Providiog the



