Resignation Tof

Ex,

uncils

7 Viectorize.

20 Decembris.

vinge, respecting the future exercise of fthe Prero.

gative, ‘ ‘
“That the well known practice of the British

Constitution recognizes one effectual means, and no

other, of sceuring the observance of the -aforesaid

principles, namely, the Resignation of the Members
of Executive Council, whenever, on an aceasion of
suflicient importance to warrant the application of
that legitimate check upon the exereise of the Pre.
rogative, the Governor General, shall have failed to
ask, or refused to follow, their advice in sume par-
ticular case or cases ; but that if the Head of “the
Government were to enter into any general engage-
ment with the, Members of his Executive Council,
or.even with this House, binding himsclf in any.
wise , whether directly or by implication, as to the
fiture exercise of any of his functions, as the Re-
presentative of ‘the Sovereign, he would openly

divest the Crown of its ackowledged Prervogative, ||

degrade the Royal Office into obvious and pro-
claimed subordination 1o the Exceutive Council,
and most seriously impair the Constitution which
it is the glory of this Province to possess.”

And the question being put on the said’ motion
of amendment, it pagsed unanimously in the nega.
tive. ‘

The Honourable Mr. Pizer then moved inamend.
ment to the main motion, seconded by  Mr, Forbes,
that all the words after “ That”, be struck out, and
the following substituted : ‘

*'This House adheres firmly to the principles em.
bodied inthe Resolutions of the 3rd September, 1841;
but that no document or question, has on the present
occasion, come before the Iouse in a shape in which
it can according to Parliamentary usage and prac-
tice. serve as the basis.of an Address to the Gover-
nor General on' the subject of Responsible Govern-
ment.” ‘ ‘ ‘

And the question heing put on the said motion of
amendment, it passe’t in the negative, ‘

‘The Honourable Mr. Black then moverd in amend.
ment to the main motion, seconded by the Tlonaur.
able Mr. Neilson, that all the, words after ¢ That,” be
struck out, und the following suhstituted :

“Anhumble Addressbe presented to ITisExcellen-
cy the Governor General, humbly representing to

is Excellency, that, understanding the claim of the
late Exceutive Council to be solely that of being,
consulted and heard upon all questions of impar- |

“tance to the Provinee, and of being informed of His

Excellency’s determination upon any such question

- before it beeame public by any other channel. with-

out any claim to control His Excelleney in the ex-
ercise of the Prerogative of the Crown upon any
such question, or to prevent his acting insuch man-
ner as he might sec best after weighing their advice!

-and hearing their reasons, this House. without fecl-'|

ing itsclf called upon to express any opinion on the
policy of the late administration, are vet bound to
declare their opinion, that there is nothing in the
said claim of the Exccutive which may not be held
to be the necessary consequence of the principles
of Responsible Government, embodied in the Resolu.

tions of the 3rd of September, 1841, to which this

House firmly adheres.” :
And the question being put on the said motion

of amendment, it passed in the negative. -
The question been then put on the main mo-

tion, the House divided thereon; and the names

‘weing called for, they were taken down, as follow-

eth e

YEAS.

Messieurs ArmsTroNG, Avrwix.Barowry, Barrite,
BerTuzror, BosweLr, BovLrox, Bovrmurier, Beav-

_nreN, Caxeroy, Caaner, Caro, Currerre. Crave,

Derssnme, DeWrrr, Dusy, Duraxp, Grucumisr.,
Harrison, Hivcxs, Hopxivs. Josiv, Lacoste; La-

t

roxrarve, Lesum; D. McDoxatp, J. S. McDoxazo,

Mernrer, Moore, Monty, Mornis,Parineav,Panks,
Powrwry, Prioe, Privce, Quennke, Smary, Har-
ManNUs Surrn, Strene, Tacus, Tromrson, Tior.
nurN, Turcorre, and L. M. Viern.—(46.)

- NAYS.

Messieurs Buace, Cartwrianr, Cugsey, Dun-.

or, Foungs, Fosrer, Havg, Hamrrox, Jounsron,
Sir A, N. MacNas, Mclieany, Munngy, Neteson,
Noew, Ronriy, Smarson, Hesny Sxirn, Gronee
Sarrwoon, Stewarr, D. B, Vicer, WakerteL,
Winnians, and Woons.—(23.) S

So it was carried in the affirmative. L

The Honourable Mr. Boulton moved, seconded
by the Honournble Mr. Lafontaine, that the follow.
ing be added to the Resolution nuw adopted, and
make part thercof s

“That this Ilouse, in dutiful submission to their
Gracious Sovereign, and with the utinost respect
for the exalted station and high character of His
Excellency, is. most anxious to guard against any

| misconstruction, which possibly might be placed

upon the affirmative declaration of their opinion.
upon this delicate and most vitully important consti-
tutional question, and therefore most humbly beg
leave to disclaim, in a ncgative furm, any desire
that the Head of ‘the' Government should be called
.upon to enter into any stipnlation, as to the terms
upon which a Provincial Administration may deem
it prudent cither to accept of ar continue in nffice ;
that mutual confidence, which is essential to the well
being of any Government, necessarily presumes
that they are understood, while a due respect for
the ‘Prerogative of the Crown, and proper consti-
tutional delicacy towards Her Majesty’s Represen-
tative, forbid their being expressed.” o

Mr. Chesley moved, seconded by Mr. George
Sherwood. that the House do now adjourn. .

The question being put on the said motion, it
passed in the negative.

The Honourable Mr. Boitlton’s motion being then
again read :— S ‘

Mcr. Speaker objected to the said motion as being
unparliamentary and out of order. ‘

Aind an appeal being made to the House {rom
Me. Speaker's decision, the House divided therenn :
and the names being called for they were taken
down as followeth :— ‘

For Mr. Speaker’s decision :—

YEAS..

Messicurs Carrwrient, CresLey, Carno, Curis-

mE, Crave, DeWrrr, Duxropr, Forurs. Fosrtrn,
Hawrox, Jousston. Lusue, Sir A. N. MacNan,

McLeav, Mensry, Newson, Nost, Ronsry, Siwe-

so¥, Hexry Ssiir, Grover Sugrwoon, StEwanT,
Wirriaxs, and Woops.—(24.)

Against Mr. Speaker's decision :—
NAYS.

Messieurs Armstroxe, Bannwiy, Barrar. Ber-
TELOT. Boswern, Bourton. Bouriiuiew, Brau-

‘ntex, Caasor. Duxx. Durann. Guenrist, Hauz,

Hawnntsox, Hixexs, Horkins, Jomn. Lacosre, La-
voNTAINE, D, McDoxare. Merrirr, Moorr. Monin,
Pariveau, Pavke. Powert, Price, Puixce, Ques-
NEL. Sxarn, Harxannus Ssmrn. Stesue, Tacur,
Tnoxesox, Tnornory, Torcorre, D. B. Vicer, L.
M. Vicer, and Wakerrero.—(39.)
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