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Iam. happy to be able to mform you thmt thc geneml comrrieree of N ova
Scotia, 1n3ur10usly affected by the civil war in 1861; rapidly recovered its:
- healthy .activity in 1862, and that, throughoutthe year, that activity: has e
 been maintained; that our Merchants have found' neéw. ‘markets—our’ S]up- o
 wrights ploﬁmblc employment, and our vessels rcmunorﬂtxw freights n’
all parts of the world.

A bountiful Harvest, a moderm‘ccly successful Plﬁhcrb, o ywld ot Frmt
almost une\'ampled, an expanding Coal Trade, and the fair results of our
experiments in Gold Mining, have supplicd the materials for commeree, and
it 1s satisfactory to know that among all classes of the people: the liappy re-:
sults of a year of profitable exertion have been very, gcnera]h dn‘I‘ uscdl.

M’r Spealser, and Gentlemen of the Houae of As.sembl y B

The Public Aceounts shall be 1aid before )ou without delnv o

_The ‘inerease of Revenue hus heen most satisfactory. The orchmr
serv1ces have heen met, the interest on our Debeutures, and the sums bor-
rowed under the act of last Session, have been: paid, leaving, at; thc close
of the year, a considerable surplus inthe Treasury. - - - :

The income from the Provincial Railways'has, rapldl) lncrcascd._ J:um'g
- years ago.it was necessa,ry to.draw a large amount from the Tréasury to pay _
 their workmrr expenses. - During the last year tle income has notonly met
the outlay, But yiclded, b051dcs, a;sum nearly equal to onc s1.\th of -the
mterest on the cost of constructlon

M. Presedmt, (md Honorable Gentlenwn of t/'w Legz.slatwe Counctt
M. :S'peaker and Gentlemen of the Ifou.se of Asaembl y = o

1t affords me much satisfaction to inform \'ou that the Voluutecr C mps ‘
‘throughout the Province still mamtum their organization and cﬁicmncy

The period which has elapsed since the passing of the Militia Bill, Tast
sessmn has not been neglected.  Active measures have been taken: for the.
re- organlzatxon of the' Nflhtm- and, although much difficulty and some de- :
lay were unavoidable in this reconstruction of a. foree: utterly disorganized:
" by long negleet,” the result has proved, that the loyal mh.mbxt'mts of this
Provmcc arc not unvnlhnrr t0 assumo the . 1‘espon<1b1htv of contributing to
‘their own defence. In fortv -one out of forty-cight’ Battalions th: enrolmunt
* has been complctcd shewing an aggregate of niore” than 43,000 meny. and
measures arc znow in prowrcss “for. their thorough orbam/mtlon 1«1uht
hundred officers, and applicants for commissions, arc, at present undcr ane,
struction, while nearly two.hundred have passed for their commissions.” | > .

~ The Reportof the Adjutant General of Militia will bc laid” hefore you,

~and will shew'in detail the steps which have been‘taken. ' Mueli has" benn
done ; much still remains to be accomplished ; but, by steady petseveranee;
g doubt not ‘that the Militia will' shortly.- ‘attain’an :unount of dlsuplme . ‘; :
aufﬁclent for the present rcqum_xm,nts of the Provmu,.w, P T

"To pay and maintain the Militia as'that force is nmnbuncd in Dnrrl.md
would be difficult if not impossible; but; by a constant and cfficient cnrol- »
ment, by maintaining a thorough: sy stcm of regimental orn.mva,txon, b\«
careful trammrr of the officers, and- by occasmnally mustering and. tr:unm"
the men in their own districts, o, fm,u, may be sccured,’ w1thout;}h)1esqmﬂr un- "
duly on the resources or industry: of the countly, at a]l tnnes waﬂable for, -
active service in'the event of wary ' ¢ v

I confidently rcljy on youto make’ suuh prov1510n for thls branch of the
public service as its 1mportfmco demands. ,

A despatch was, reeeived after. the close of the Seaswn from txc Secretar) ‘
“of ‘State’ for the, Colonies, 'conveying o proposition from Her Majesty’s”
“Glovernment with a view to thc construction. of the. Intercolonml Rail-
road, and that, proposition. ‘has, throughout-the year; formed-the: “subject’ of
.m\lous clcllbo mon to the (xovcrnmonts of thc thrcc Provmccs concerned




