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I amn happy to be able to informn on that the gen.eral commxnerce of Növa

Scotia, injuriously affccted by the civil war in 1861; rapidly recoved if
healthy activity in 1862, and that, througihout the year, tiiat activity ha
been maintained; that our Merchants have found new :markets-ourShip-
wrights profitable enployient, and our vcssels romuneratiVe freights in
all parts of the hvorld.

A bontiful Earvest, a moderatcly successful rishery, a yield of-Fruit
almost unexanpled, an expan ding Coai Trade, and the fair results of our
experiments in Gold Mining, have supplied the materials for comimere, and
it is satisfactury to linow that among all classes of the people the happy re:
sults of a year of profitable exertion have been Very generally diffused.

Mr. Seaker, and Gentlemen of Me Jfouse of iLsselbly

The Public A.ccounts shall bc laid before you without delay.
The increase of Revenue has bloo nost satisftctory. 1he ordinary

services have been mct, the interest on our Debciuturcs, and the suins bor-
rowed under the act of last Session, have been paid, leaving, at thc close
of the year, a considerable surplus in the Treasury.

The incone from the Provincial Railways has rapidly increased. Four
years ago it was necessary to: draw a large amount fromn theiTrasury to pay
their working expenses. During the last year the incoie lias not only mot
the outlay, but yielded, besides, a sum nearly equal to onc-sLxth of the
interest on the cost of construction.

31r. President, and Honorable Gentlemen of the Legislative C1un<it:

Mr. Speakcer, and Gentlenen of the ouse of Assenby.

It affords me much satisfaction to inforin you that the Volunteer Corps
throughout the Province still maintain their organization and eficiency.

The period which las elapsed shice the passing of the Militia Bill, List
session, has not been neglected. Active me6asures have been taken for the
re-organization of the Militia; and, althougl mucli difficulty n sole de-
lay were unavoidable in this reconstruction of a force utterly disorgiIzed
by long neglect, the result has proved that the loyal inhabitants of this
Province are not unwilling to assumo the responsibility of contribut'ng to
th eir owl defence. In forty-oiie out of forty-ight Battalions tloenrolutent
ias been conplcted, shewing an aggregate of nore than 43,000 men and
ineasures are now in progrcss for thoir tho9ough organizaf.ion. Eight
lundred officers, and applicants for commissions; are at present under -
struction, while nearly two hundrcd have passed for their commissions.

The Report of the Adjutant G'nral of Militia Vili bc laid before vou U
andi will show in detaiil th1e steps which hiave been' taken. Much lhas been
donc ; much still reinains to bc accomplishedc ; but, by stcady perseveran.ce.

doubt not that the Militia will shortly attain an amnount of discipline
sufficient for the prescnt requirements of the Province

To pay and maintain the Militia as"that force is iaintainedi in Englaid,
would be difficult if not iinpossible; but, by a constant and .cicient enrol
Ment, by mainta ning a thorough system of r*cgimental organizavtion, by
careful training of the officers, anlby occasionally mustring ani training
the men in their owi districts, afo;cce may bc secured, without pressing un-
duly on the resources or industry cf the country, at ail timos available for
active service in the event of war.

I conlfidently rely on youtoak such provisionz for this branch'of the
public service as its importance demands.

A despatch was receivcl after the close of:the Session, fromn thé Seretary
of State for the Colonies, conveying a proposition fron 'Nor Majesty's
Governmcnt with a view to the construction cf the Intercolonial jRil
road; and that proposition has, throughout thc year, fornied the subject of
anxious deliberation to the Governments of the three Provinces concerned.


