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antt the Legislative Assembly of the province of Lower Canada, and of stating t2e dange-'the colonies against the Americans. 1 do not think that 50,000 British troops would keep
rous consequences that might follow thereupon, if not speedily removed ; but as I have re-|the two C s for two campaigus.
ceived no intimation that my letter has reacbed your hauds, Iam indaced, in order tol You mean wit"out the hearty co-operation of the French Canadians ?—Yes ; with their

guard against its pessible miscarriage, to hand you a copy-of it Lerewith enclosed.
1am the more desirous of doing this, as every event that has ocourred in that province

co-operation 10,000 men would be quite sufficient to drive out the Americans.
What system of governnent towards the Canadians is it that you would recommend P~

since the date cf my said letter to i\l’o‘l,tends to widen the breach, and to clienats the affec-iI would give the whole civil government of the four British North American colonies,

tions of the French Canadians, who | ; .
jects (witnout any exception) of His Majesty; Ifecl it my duty, therefore, to repeat my
former conviction of the urgeut necessity of a speedy and radicel change in the system
which bas much too long prevailed ofgoverning the Canadas, and more _espfzmally the in-
valushle province of Lower Canada; for, constituted as things now are inthat couatry, in
the event of war, or invasion on the part of their neighbours, no effectusl resistance cowid

o have hitherto been justly considered th.e most leyal sub-{Upper Canada, Nova Scotia, and New Brunswick, to the inhabitants ,under such vetos

and restrictions as might be decmed proper with colonies, the fewer, i:0- ever, and more li-
beral these were, the better, and keep them as military and ceramercizl stations, and give
them all the privileges ttat toey see their neighbours ot the United States eujoy, and under
which system tiiey are so happy and prosperous.

Do you think it desirable to leave the Lower Province of Carcada to the management

rationally be expected from the French Canadians who compose more thaa nine tenths offand direction of the Freuch Canadians ?—Certainly ; they are in 1y opinion the best sub-

]

the population. The otner tenth part, who are calied Engiish, consiait' %f American lova-
Yists, American citizens, and emigrants from the United Kingaom—chieiy from Ssotland ;
and from whose insignificant numbers and composition no eifectual resistance could possi-
bly be made toan invading enemy. ~And yet, small and unimportant as tils part of the po-
ulation of Lower Canada is, theyhave in a great measure (cver since the fwmeiedit Re-
;Edlion) monopolized every place of honour and emolument under the GO}’?:‘, amcat, e
 the exclusion of the French Canadians, who, if justice were done to their abilitics, educa-
. tion, loyalty, and imgortance in respect of influence with the whole of their virtuous
" sountrymen, would fill atleast nine tenths of all these places. If this part of tic suljout
were to undergo a fair discussion it would naturally be asked, Who arc the chiof jastices
ofthe province ?  Who the attorney-general ? Who the solicitor-genoral ? W n(-";udg -
advocate ? Who president of the two councils Legislative and Execurive  Who cowpese
the majority of the members of these councils? Who are the sherifis? Are they Frencj
“Casadians 7Ok no | they are a conguered people, and French, and not £it to be trusted,
American loyalists and others must therefore have almost the exclusive prefercuce of ail
laces of honour and profit. Lower Canada now abounds with young french Canadian
mbjects of brilliant talents, cultivated by the best education ; aud wro, from thel respeci-
bility and influence are qualified to fill every situation in the province wilh creuit and ko
pour to themselves, and benefit to the colony and mot::er country. Thely very deservadiy
enjoy the most unlimited confidence of all their virtuons countrimen, who woullriseto
mao—and I might almost say to a woman—iu defence of the province, if encouraged aud
led on by them. But how cau such devotion be reasonably espected fr'om men_eirel m-
stanced as they are under,the present administration of things in that colony ?  TFortuna-
tely for the best interests of this country, the French Capadians are a virinous pecple.
.and wish to remain so, (distinct from the mixed classes around them), and enjoy in pecce
and quietness their religion, language, and manners; and happily for us, they consider
they have a better chance of so doing with British counection than with American. : (o
this account, and for the advantzges enjoyed by them as British colonies, they wili adale‘;e
to Britain, if its Goverument have the wisdom andgop(! policy to do them justice, T amsill,
therefore, of opinion that they should bave every privilege of independence S:Iaﬁtc(l‘ tem
consistent with their remaining colonies ; and that our oti.cr North American coiouies
should also be promised to be placed on a similar footing, so soon &s tleir pepiaiion
reached a certain number. Under so very liberal a system of é{ovemment, when war with
their neighbours takes place, we wouid be more likely (if so

isposed) to colonize their
neighbouring states than lose any of our present North American colonies. _Uulcsi that
some arrangeraent is made, and soon, that will satisfy and tranguilize the rinds of Kiz
Majesty’s French Canadian subjects of Lower Canada, whenever war takes place Letween
this country and the United States, we wiil inost assuredly lose all our North Awmaerican
colonies, Taey will be added to the stripes for the back of John Bull. It is not yet too
late toavert this calamity.
I have the honour to be, with great respect,
Sir, your most obedient servant,
The Right Honourable (signed) Wm. Paiker.
William Huskissor,
&e. &e. Xc.

DID you sign a petition lately preseuted to the House of Commons from the Cauadian
merchants residing in London ?—XNo, I did net ; it is a very improper one, 12 my opinion-

Why do you think so ¥—To unite 1,500 miles of country in one proviuce veuld be
the most incouvenient thing that could be ; and it is 2 most insulting measure to tle
French Canadians ; the object of it appears to me to be only to overpewer toem iu the
House of Representatives, and it would not be attained by that meaxs. In Upper Canada
it is said that there are very able republican members, and if they sent them dosn to
Lower Canada as representatives, they would be very apt to republicanize the Freuch
members, who are not republicans, but loyal, andin my opision, even ultra royal in their
present sentiments and wishes. ) . .

Do you know any Canadian merchants now resident in Londou who encertain the same
opinion upon tiat poiut as yourself ?—Perhapsnot.

Howlong is it since you bave been in Capnada —Not siuce 1811.

You have desciibed wiat yon call the Engiish population, by which it is presumed you
mean the population from Grext Britain, as being unsettled and {raunsitory ¥—Not uuset-

jects that this conntry has in any part of the world,

Supposing that there exists on the part of perscus emigrating from England any dislike
of French institutions, wonld you think it desizabie to take such steps as would remove
the grounds of objection talcen by the English, by letting them have in such parts of tie
country as they are disposed to settle Eaglish, laws and English institutions —Not in
ﬂLower Canada ; you could not have separate institations in Lower Canada; the Englisa
are confined chiefly to the towns of Moutreal, Qucbec, and Three Rivers.

Are you aware that the land granted to the English, is granted upon a tenure similarto
that on which land is grented in England ?—In Lower Canzda 1 thivk it onght not to be
80 ; it is contrary to their capitulation, by which, I understand, tiey wereto enjoy their
laws as to landed and fixed property.

Do you also think that it weuld be contrary to good policy >—Ithink it would be con-
trary to good policy to infringe in the least the rigi:ts they capitulated for.

Do you thiak that the unsettied lands that now exist in Lower Canada sheuld be left to
Hi;lzo descendants of the Frenc!i Canadians to occuny them as t.-e+ may hereafter be able to
do ; or that it would be wise to adopt such institutions as would enconrage the settlement
of individuals from tis side of the water ?—1 would encouragete French Canadians, they
are the only people you can depend wpon; the popuiatiounof the nther provincesis of a
mixed character (a great many loyal, brave and good men,uo doubt, amongst them) ; the
French Canadians are united in their origin (of which they are justly proud) inreligion, in
manuers,andin virtue ; they kaveacharacter to support,and they have alwaysucbly support-
ed it; woilst they wereunder tre French government, they were the bravest subjects that
France had ;and with one sixth of their present nuwberthey gave the greatest opposition to
tbe British army that they met with at the conquest in Canada. I am persuaded if the French
(Canadians had been as numeroas at that time ss thev are now. we v ould not have wrested
Canada from France, andif such had been the result, »e would not now have the youthful;
powerful and federative North American republic encroaci:iny on us as thev do at present.
The French Canadians are reproached for not Anglefyiny themselves; Are the in‘iabi-
tants of Jersey and Guernsey norse British subjects for having preserved their language,
manuers and Norman laws ? or are they so reproached ?—and yet I will boldly assert that
Lower Canada, andother Norti: American colenies, are of ten thousand times more vital
importance to thisempire than these iclands arc of. I consider them mere than the right
arm of the British Enipire. Iam couvinced that if the French Canadians were double
their present number, they weuld setall the union of America at defiance ; they are the
Dbest subjects this country have.

For t%at reason you think it would be wise tolet thea have an oppertunity of extend-
ing theirnumbers and theiripstitutions over the whoie of theLower Province ?—Certainly ;
you have no other chance of keepiag your North American colonies but by that means ;
if youdo not do it, you lose themas sure as ever you have an invasion on the part of Ame-
rica, and what then P—With the A ’rican republic one and indivisilile from the Gulph of
Mexico to Iludson’s Bay, how would this empire be circumstanced in regard of ships, co-
lonies, and corumerce? This (in my humble opinion) most important and indeed most
vital question deserves the most serious consideration of the British Legislature: once the
North American Colonies lost, they are for ever. .

Martis, 24° . dic Junii, 1828. '

James Stephen, juaior, Esq. again called in ; and Examined.

When you were last before the Committee, some questions were put to you with res-
peet to the rents of the clergy reserves, bave you heen able to ascertain what is the gross
amount of the rent actually received, and what are the et receipts ?—1I have with me
an account, which I believe wiil answer that question with sufficient accuracy. In the
province of Lower Canada the total guantity of Crown reserves is 488,645 acres, of
which there are in lease for 21 years, 39,366acres. The terins of the leases are, that upon
a lot of 200 acres eight bushels of wheat, or 25s. per annum, are to be paid for the first
seven years, 16 bushels of wheat, or 505, per stnumn for the next sever years, and 24
bushels of wheat or 75s. per annum for the lost seven years. The nominal reveme of

tled; but the French Canadians do not look upon them as seitled ; the educated part oflthese Crown reserves, upon the average of several vears 1s 830L ; and the actual receipt

»

their own population, being Lorn in Canada, remain there ; tie Tauglish part of th2 inhabi-lig less than 30 per acuum. The total guantity of clergy reserves is 488,594 acres, of

tants remain there ot not, according to circumstances. ,
According to what circumstances ave they there >—They are there for the purposes of
trade.

which 75,639 acres are granted in lease upon the same terms as tie Crown reserves. The
\nominal rent of the clergy reservesis 9301 per annum, and the aciual receipt, upon the
average of the last three years, is 50L per annum. These statements are made on the

Are they in the habit of investing their money there in puvchasing lands?—-Sowe fowlautharity of a letter addvessed by Mr. Cochran (the private secretary of Lord Dalhousie)

have done so. ] o
Can you state why it is that only a fow are disposed to do sp*—There are not man;

to Mr. Wilmot Horton, of the 20th March 1826. It is the latest account on the subject
in the Colonial Office.

that have money to invest ; there are but few of them that muke move~. I Lelieve that| Can you account for the greatdifference between tae nominal rent and the net receipt ?
.since I wentout in 1780 there are uot half a dozen houses in Mentieal and Quebec that|—Tt is accounted for by the great difficulty of collecting the rents, and by the tenants

were in existence at that time.

Do you believe thai in the English population there iz an indisposition to acquire pre-lappears thut the sum of 1751 kas been deducted for the expenses of management, and

perty and to settle in Canada ?—1I cannot speals to that ; I think that if they minde moxe;
they would be more inclined, perhaps, to return to Europe.

that at the date of Mr. Cochran’s letier there was in the hands of the receiver-general a
sum of 250L., the gross produce of the whole revenue of this estate.

To what circumstance do you attribute that 7—That if they had forinues they would)  The Commitiee ure informed that an arrangement was made with the Canada Company
enjoy them better in England than in America.  Canada is a very cold comutry, there isifor disposing of a considerable portion of thre clergy reserves, and that that arrangement

one half of the year that they are locked up with ice.

has practicaily failed ; is there any other arrangement in operation to dispo<e of a portion

Is there anv other reason than the climate which renders the %ﬂrsons emizrating fromiof the clergy reserves, excepting that which you have informed the Committee of, which

this country indisposcd to acquire property in Lower Canada ?—

hey would like to iave

exists under the power wiich the Clergy Corporation possess of leasing a portion of them ?

the confidence of the French Canadiaus ; thev would lilse fo represent them in the .Lo;_»;is» —T.e statute 7th and 8th Geo. IV, ¢.62, authorizes thesale of oue fourth of the clergy
Inture ; and the French Canadians have not that confidence in thew, from the circuia-|regerves, provided thatin no one year more than 100,000 acres be sold.
stances | have mentioned, that they havein their own countryier, who are nninerous and| What persons are directed to carry thatsale into effect P—They are to be sold by the

well-educated men.

Do the English settlers dislike the state of the law and tepure «f property in Canada ?—|

Governor, acting under instructious issued by His Majesty, through the Secretary of
State. Mr. Peter Robinson is appoiated in Upper (anada as the Agentto car-

Perhaps they would like some other tenure better; T do not know ; some of thom, I'scp-jry this power of sale iuto effect. I believe, but am not certain, that in Lower

pose, would prefer other tepures.

Canada Mr. Felton has the same appointment. The preceeds of the sales are to be invest-

absconding. The resident clergy aci as local ageats in the collection of the rents. It

Have you ever iield landed property in Canada ?>—I have land that has. come to me iitjed in the public funds of this country, and the interest arising from the investment, after -

parment of debts. . i . .
From your acquaintance vith Lower Canada, do you think that if the minds of the in

tabitants of that province were quinted as to any apprehension of wniting them with the| Have they

or for the purﬁoses for which the land itself was originally reserved.
the power of selling, subject to lease, any portion of those lands that have

Upper Province, and if the present constitution was administered iu a conciliatory man-|been leased ?—They will, I understand, sell wild land only.
PP » ) 3

per, that that would be sufficient to malke things go on smoothly ?—Yes; I think it would,| Tt has been suggested to the Committee that it might be desirable to invest the Eccle-

unless there was an invasion on the part of ikeir neig:bours. But they lave been so mact

teased and tormented for te last 20 years tiat it must shalkce their confidence in their con-loven for the term of 100

/isiastical Corporation with 2 power of letting leases for a much larger term than 21 years,
ears ; if they were invested with such a power would it not con-

ditation; and I question 2lmost if even such palliations would be sufiicient. It would tran-flict with the power of sa?; granted to the Governor under the Act you have alluded to ?

quilize while there is peae with America, but it would require the cxertions of every mari_The power of granting long leases would of course have a tendency to withdraw from
tinthe country, in co-operation wiih any force thatthis country might furnisk, to detend Q the

defraying the expenses ofthe sale, is to be applied to the improvement of the unsold land, .



