
9 Geo. IV. Appendix (11 H. . ) A. 1828.

.~a the Legislative Assembly of the province of Lower Canada, and of stating thiedag the colonies against the Americans. I do not think that 50,000 British troops would keep
rous consequences that might follow thereupon, if not speedily removed ; but as I have re- the two Canadas for two campaigus.
eeived no intimation that my letter has reached your hands, I an ind.uced, in order to You mean wit'hout the heart v co-operation of the French Canadians ?-Yes ; with their
guard against its<fossible miscarriage, to hand you a copy of it herewith enclosed. co-operation 10,000 men would be quite sufficient to drive out the Americans.

I am the more esirous of doing this, as every eveut that has occurred in that province W hiat system of government towards the Canadians is it that vou would recommend ?-
since the date of my said letter to you, tends to widen the breach, and to dlienate the affec- I would give the whole civil goverument ofthe four British North American colonies,
tions of the French Canadians, who have hitherto been justiy considered tLe most loyal sub- Upper Canada, NZova Scotia, and New Brunswick, to the inhabitants ,under such vetos
jects (witnout any exception) of His Majesty; I feel it my duty,. therefbre, to repeat my land restrictions az m1ight be deeed proper with colonies, the fewer, o ever, and more li-
former conviction of the urgntt uecessity of a speedy and radical change in the systerm beral these were, the better, and keep them as military aud ccmnercial stations, and give
which has much too long prevailed ofgoverning the Canadas, and more especially the in- them allthe privileges that tney see their neighbours of the United States eiijoy, and under
valuabe province of Lower Canada; for, constituted as things now are ii th1at country, i which system they are so happy and prospe;-u.
the event of war, or invasion on the part of their neighbours, no effectual resistance could Do you think it desirable to leave the Lower Province of Canada to the management
rationally be expected fron the French Canadians who compose more than nine tenths of and direction ofthe French Canadians ?-Cetainly ; they are in imy opinion the best sub-
the population. The other tenth part, who are called Engiish, consist of American va sthat tis cuntry has in any part of the world.
lists, American citizens, and emigrants from the United Kmgdlom-chieiv fromn Sotlad ; Supposing that there exists on thc part of persons emigrating from.England any dislike
and fron whose insignificant numbers and composition no effectual resistance could possi- of French institutions, woild you tbink it desirable to take such steps as would remove
bly be made toan invading enemy. And yet, small and unimportant as this part of the po-' the grounds of objection taken by the English, by letting them have in such parts of the

ulation of Lower Canada is, they have in a great measure (ever since the mcncan Re- country as they are disposed to settle Eiglish, laws and English institutions ?-Not in
on) monopolized every place of honour and emolument under the Gove: nant, to Lower Canada; yon could not have separate iistitutions in Lower Canada; the Englisa

1he exclusion of the French Canadians, who, if justice were donc to their abilitics, educa- are confined chiefly to the towns of Montrea, Quebec, and Three Rivers.
tion,loyalty, and importance in respect of influence with the whole of their vrtuou. Are you aware that the land granted to the nglish, is granted upon a tenure similar to
countrymen, would f11 atleast nine tenths of all these places. If tis prt tfth sbe: thaton which land is granted in England ?-In Lower Carla I thiuk it ought not to be
were to undergeo a fair discussion it would naturally be asked, Who are the chif j tices so; It is contrary to their capitulation, by vhich, I nder.stand, they were to enjoy their
ofthe province ? Who the attorney-general? Who the solicitor-general? Wno- judge- lais as to landed and fixed property.
advocate ? Who president of the two councils Legislative and ExecutiV> W_ ocolapûse Do you also think that it would be contrary to good policv ?-Ithink it would be con-
the majority of the members of these councils ? Who are the sheriffis? Are they Frenc trary to good policy to infringe in the least the rigs they capitulated for.
Canadians ?Oh no! they are a conquered peuple, and French, and net fit te be trustcd Do you thiak that the unsettied lands that now exist in Lower Canada sheuld be left to
Americanloyalists and others must therefore have almost the exclus-ive prefercuce of al the descendants ofthe French Canadians to occupy them as t. e may hereafter be able to
places of honour and profit. Lower Canada now abounds withy oung frrenc Cauadian do ; or that it % ould be wise to adopt such institutions as would encourage the settlement
subjects of brilliant talents, cultivated by the best education ; and wv:o, fron their respec- of individuals from this side of the water ?--I would encourage te French Canadians, they
bility and influence are qualified to fill every situation in the province vith credit and o- ,re the only peuple on can depend upon; the population of the other provinces is of a
nour to themselves, and benefit to the colony and moVer country. They very deser-edly mixed character (a great many loyal, brave and good men,uo doubt. amongst them) ; the
enjoy the most unliiited confidence of all their virtuous countr\ men, whio ould rise to a French Canadians are united in their origin (cf which th ey are justly prond) in religion, in
man-and I might almost say te a woman-in defence of the province, if encouragel and manners,andin virtue ; they have acharacter to support,andthev have alwaysmncbiy support-
led on by them. But how can such devotion be reasonably expected from. men circim- ed it ; wilst they wereunder the French government, they were the bravest subjects that
stanced as they are underthe present administration of things in that colony ? Fortunia- France had ;and with one sixth of their present nurmbcrthey ga ve the greatest opposition to
tely for the best interests of this country, the French Canadians are a virtuous people. the British army that they met with at the conquest in Canada. I am persuaded if the Frenc

,and wish to remain su, (distinct from the mixed classes around them), and enjoy iii pe. ce Canadians had been as numerous at that time &s tihey are now. we ' ould not have wrested
aind quietuess their religion, language, and manners; and happily for us, they consider Canada from France, andif suchb had been the result, ae wuld not now have the youthful,
they have a better chance of so doing with British connection tlan m ith Ainerican. Où powerful and federative North itAmerican republic encroachit on us as the,, do at present.
this account, and for the advantages enjoyed by themi as British colonies, they Nil! adhere The Fench Canadians are reproached ifor not Anicefyig tîemselves ; Are the inabi-
to Britain, if its Goverument have the uisdom and good policy to do themjustice. I ams1. tants of Jersey and Guernsey norse British subjects for having preserved their language,
therefore, of opinion that they should have every privilege ofiiilependence rated t en- manners and Norman laws ? or are they so reproached ?-and yet I vill boldly assert that
consistent with their renainmne colonies; and that our oth er North Amern-can coloies Lower Canada, andother Nort American colonies, are of ten thousand times more vital
should also be promised to be placed on a similar footing, su soon as their popnkîion importance to thisempire thani these islands are of. I consider them more than the righ t
reached a certain number. Under so very liberal a system of government, when war with arm of the British Empire. I am (onvinced that if the Frenci Canadians were double
their neighbours takes place, we vould be more likely (if so disposed) to colonize their their present number, they would set all the union of Aaerica at deliance ; they are the
neighbouring states than lose any of our present North American colonies. Uüless that best subects this countrn have.
soime arrangement is made, and soon, that will satisfy and tranquilize the rnrids of Hi- For that reason you think it weculd be wise to let themù have an opportunity of extend-
Majesty's french Canadian subjeects of Louer Canada, whenever war takes place hetn ing theirnurmbers and theiri stitutions over the whoie of theLower Province ?-Certainly;
this country and the United States, we w-il most assuredly lose all our North American you have nu other chance of keeping your North Amaerican colonies but by that means;
colonies. Tney will Le added to the stripes for the back of John Bull. It is not yet too if youdo not do it, you lose themras sure as ever you have an invasion on the part of Ame-
late to avert this calamity. rica, and what then ?-W ith the Ma;rican republic one and indivisible from the Gulph of

Iave tb e honour to be, vith great respect, Mexico to ludson's Bay, how would this empire be circumstainced in regard of ships, co-
Sir, your most obedient. servant, lonies, and commerce ? This (in my humble opinion) most important and indeed iuost

The Right Honourable (signed) W0. Park'er. vital question deserves the most serions considleration of the British Legislature: once the
William Huskisson, North American Colonies lost, they are for ever.

&c. &c. &c.

Marts, 4 ©. di Juii,1828.
DID you sign a petition lately tresented to the House of Commons from the Canadian illartis, 24 . die Juni

merchants residing in London ?-No, I did not ; it is a very improper one, lu my opinion.
Why do you think su ?-To unite 1,509 miles of country in one provinâce v:uuld be

the mostincouvenient thing that could be ; and it is a most insulting measure to t! e
French Canadians ; the object of it appears to me to be only to overpower tn:era in the James Stephen, junior, Esq. again called in ; and Examined.
House of Representatives, and it would not be attained by that means. In Upper Canada
it is said that there are very able republican members, and if they sent them doe n to Wienyou were lat before the Committee, some questions were put to you with res-
Lower Canada as representatives, they would be very apt to repubiamize the Frecl pect to tie rents of the clergy reserves, Lave you been able to ascertain what is the gross
members, who are not republicans, but loyal, andin my opimion, eve.n ultra royal -l thein amount of the rent actually received, and what are the net receipts ?-I have with me
present sentiments and wislhes. an account, which I believe wiil answer that question with sufficient accuracy. In the

Do you know any Canadian merchants now resident in London w-ho enc:t î the sam e province of Lower Canada the total iuantity of Crown reserves is 488,64!5 acres, of
opinion upon that point as yourself ?-Perhaps not. which there are in lease for 21 y ears, 38,366 acres. The terms of the leases are, that upon

Howlong is it since you have been iin Cua ?-Not since 1811. a lot of 200 acres eight bushelis of wheat, or 25s. per anunm, are to be paid for the first
You have described w;at yon call the Enguish population, by which it is premmed vou seven years, 16 bushels of wheat, or 50s, per anuum for the next sever years, and 24

mean the population from Great Britain, as being unsettled in d traînsirory ?-Not unset- bushels of wheat or 75s. per annum for the last seven years. The nominal revenue of
tled; but the French Canadiaas do not look upon then as settled; the elcaý4d Part o tihese Crown reserves, upon the average of several years is 8301. and the actual receipt
their own population, being borna in Canada, remain there; t;he Euglish part of th inhabi- is les than 301. per annum. The total quantity of clergy reserves is 488,594 acres, of
tans remaim there or not, according to circumstances. which 75,639 acres are granted in lease upon the saie terms as the Crown reserves. The

According to what circumstances are they there ?-Thev are there for the purposes Otnominalrent ofthe clergy reserves is 9301. per annum, and the actual receipt, upon the
trade. average of the last three years, is 501. per annnm. These statements are made on the

Are they in the habit oftinvesting theer money there in purchasin n Mauthority of a letter addressedby Mr. Cochran (the private secretary of Lord Valhousie)
have done so. to Mr. Wilmot Horton, of the 20th March 1826. It is the latest account on the subject

Can you state why it is that only a few are disposed to do 'o --Thr are not man, in the Colonial Office.
that have money to invest ; there are but few of then itat ak mole-. I beliee that Can you account for the greatdifference between the nominal rent and the net receipt ?

. ince I went out in 1780 there are not half a dozen houses in Montrea and Quebec that -It is accounted for by the great difficulty of collecting the rents, and by the tenants
mere in existence at that time. absconding. The resident cliergy act as loual ageats in the collection of the rents. It

Do you believe that in the English population there isan indisposition to aCquire pro- appears that the sum of 1751. has been deducted for the expenses of management, and
perty and te settle in Canada ?-I cannot speak to tiat; I think that ifU they mado mnu that at the date of Mr. Cochran's letter there was in the bands of the receiver-general a
they would be more inclined, perhaps, to return to Europe. sum of 2501., the gross produce ofthe whole revenue of this estate.

To what circumstance do you attribute that ?--That if they had fortunes thev "uld The Committee are informed that au arrangement vas made with the Canada Company
enjoy them better in England than in America. Canada is a very cold con tr, th:er a for disposing ofa considerable portion of theclergy reserves, and that that arrangement
one half of the year that they are locked un ith ice. has practically failed:; is there any other arrangement in operation te dispoe ef a portion

Is there any' other reason thtan the cliate w-hicum renîders the persons aeint fr'onm uof the clergy reserves, excepting that which yo-u have informied the Committee of, which
this country indisposed te acquir'e prope'rty ini Lower Canada ?-They would i bke to lave exista nder the power wîhich the Clergy Corporation possss of leasing a portion of them ?
the confidence ut' the French Canadianis ; they would like to represent tuem ii the Legis- -- e statute 7Zt anîd 8th Geo. IV, e. î2, authoizes t-uc sale eof one fourth of the clergy
lature; and the French Canadians have not that confidence ln them, from the circum- reserves, provided that ini nu one year amore than 100,000 acres be sold.
stances I have mentioned, that thîey have in their own country men, who are nuerous and What persons are directed to carry that sale into effect ?-They are to le sold by the
well-educated mn. Gevernor, acting under instructions issued by HAis Majesty, through te Secretary et'

Do the English settlers dislike the state ut' the law and tenuxre c-f property im Canada ?- State. Mr. Peter Robinson ls appoimxted in Upper Canada as the Agent te car-
Perbaps they wmould like somne other tenure better ; I de not knîow ; somie ut thma, I as;b- ry this power of sale into effect. I believe, but amn net certain, that in Lowe-r
pose, wouuld prefer othmer tenutres. Canada Mr. Felton bas the saine appointmient. Thxe proceeds of the sales are te bie invest-

Have you ever ;îeld landed property ini Canada ?-I lave baud that las corme to me in ed in the public funds uof this coutry, anul the interest arising' fromt the investment, after
payment of debts. defrayinig the expenses ofthe sale, is te be applied to the imrvmn-fteusl ad

?'rom your acquaintance u'ith Lower Canada, do von think that if' the ruinds of th!e ln or for the pur poses for which the land itselft was originally reserved.
habitants of that province wecre quieted as to aniy apprehension of' uniting the'm withu the Have they t he power of seilling, sutlject te lease, any portion of those lands that have
Upper Province, and if the presenit coustittution was admninister'ed in a conciliatory mani- been leased ?--They will, I understand, sell wui.d band only.
ner', that that s ould ho suflicient to mnake things go on smnoothly ?-Yes; I thiink it w-ould, It has been suggested to the Commuittee that it might lye desirable te invest the Eccle-
nless there was au invasion on the part of their neigrbours. But they hav-e been so mach siastical Corporation with a power of letting leases for a much lai'ger termn than 21 years,

teased and tormented for t îe last 20 years that it nmust shake their confidence in thecir co-Ot-even for the terim ut' 100 yecars ; if they were invested with such a power wouldl it not con-
stitution; and I question almnost ilf even such palliations would bie sîuticient. It would t4"n-flict with the power et' sale granted to the Governor under the Act yen have alluded toe?
qnilize while there is pea:;e nith Amnerica, but it would require the exer'tions of every matif -- The power of granting long leases would et' course bave a tendency to withdraw front

pa the counutry, in co-operation wiih any force thxat this coinutry mighlt turnisb, to detena Q th.


