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THE WESLEYAN. a8

are under the yoke ot self-willed unreasonable hus-
bands or parents.  Such may be constr.ined todo, in
aome doree, what oiterwi-e they would not,  And |
they are blameless herein, it (1.) "Piey use all pos- ;
sible means, arguments, entreaties, 1o be eacused
from it ; and, when they cannot prevail, (2.\ Do it !
just =0 far us they are constrained, and o turther,

VL. 1. And now brethiren, what remins but that 1 |
besecch you who are not under the yoke, who ate |
under God, the directors of your own actions, to set !
prejudice, ohstinacy, fashion aside, and to yield to
Scripture, to reason, to truth.  Suppose, as some af-
firm,you acted on-n higher totives than to pleaseane
heretn, | know not that yoa would have need to be
ashamed ; even this you might avow in the fice of !
the sun. You owe something to me ; perhaps it is
not my fault i you awe not yvour own souls also.” If
then you did an inditferent thing only on this princi-
ple, not to give me any unc.asiness, but to oblige, to
comtort me in my tabor, would you do much amiss ?
How much more may you be excused in doing what
I advise, when truth, reason, and Scripture advise
the same ? when the thing in question is not an in-
different thing, but clearly determined by God him-
self ?

2. Some years ago, when 1 first landed at Savan-
pab, in Georgia, a gentlewoman told me, *¢ 1 assure
you, Sir, you will see as well dressed a congregation
on Sunday as most you have seen in London.” |1
did 80 ; nnd soon after, tovk occasion to expound
those scriptures which relate to dress, and to press
them freely upon the nudience, in a plain and close
application. All the time that I afterward minister-
ed at Savannah, | saw neither gold in the church nor
costly appar€l, but the conzregation in generul was
almost coanstantly clothed in plaia clean linen, or
woollen.

8. And why should not my advice, grounded on
Scripture and reason, weigh with you as much as
with them ? I will tell you why : (1.) You are sur-
rounded with saints of the world, persv:s fushionably,
reputably religious. And these are constant oppo-
sers of all who would go fyrther in religion than
themselves. These are continually waruing you
aguinst running into extremnes, and striving to beguile

ou from the simplicity of the Gospel.  (2.) You
g;nve near you still more dangcrous encmies than
these, Aantinomians, whether German or Knglish ;
who, when any Christian practice is enforced come
in with the cuckoo’s note, * The law, the law ! and,
while they themselves glory iu their shame, ninke
you ashamed of what should he your glory. (8.) You
have suffered by fulse teachers of our own, who un-
dermined the doctrine you had received ; negatively,
in public, by nut insisting upon it, by not exhorting
you to dress as persons professing godliness ; (and
not to speak for a Christian daty i<, in effect, to
speak agunstit ;) and positively, in private, either
by jestiug upon your exactness in observing the Serip-
ture rule, or by insinuations, which, if you did not
mind them then, yet would afterward weaken your
soul.

4. You have been, and are at this day, ““in perils
among falss brethren ;” [ mean not only those of
other congregations,who count strictuess all one with
bondage, but many of our own ; in particular, those
who were once clearly convinced of the truth, hut
they have sinned away the convirtion themselves,
and now endeavour to harden others against it, at
least by example ; by returning again to the folly
from which they were once clean escaved.  But
what is the example of all mankind, when it runs
o 11ter to Scripture and reason? I have warned
you a theusand times not to regard» any egample
which coatradicts reason or Scripture. If it ever

shoul! be, (pray that it may not be, but if ever it
shonM,) pray that 1 or my brother, my wife, or his, or
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all of us together, shoulds:t no example eontrary ro
Scripture or reason, | entreat you, regard it not at
all ;- still let Scripture aud reason prevail. ‘

5, You who have passed the moruing, perhaps sl e
noou of bz, who find the shadows o evemine spproneh,
set a better example to ihone wlho are to come, (o the
now rising generation, \With you the day ol life 18
far spent ; the mght of dcath 1s at band. You have
no time to lose ; see that you redeen every mo-
wment that remains. Remove every thing out of the
way, be it ever o small, (though wmdeed gay or cost.
ly npparel is not s0,) that might any ways obstruct
your lowliness and meckness, your serivusness of
spirit, vour single intention to glority Gaul, in all your
thoughts and words and acuons.” Let no needlens
cxpense hinder your being, in the highest degree you
po=sibly can, rich i good works, ready to disiribute,
wiiling to commumecate, tll you are clothed with
glory und im:nortality.

Our curcases will soon fall into the dust'; then let
the survivors adorn them with towers. Meantme,
let us regard those oruswents ouly that will accompa-
ny us into cteroity.

6. You thatare in the morning of your days, either
your form is agreeahle oritis not. If it 1s not, do
not make your person remarkable ; ratherletit lie
hid in common apparel. On every account, it is in
your wisdom to recommend yourselt'to the eye of the
iind ; but especially to the eye of God, who reads
the secrets of your hearts, and in whoso sight the in-
corruptable ornaments alone are of great price.  But
if vou would recommend yoursell by ddress, is any
thing comparable to plain ueatness 2~ What ki of
persons ape those to whom you ¢could be recoinmend-
el b{ gay or costly apparel 2 None that are uny
way hikely to make you happy ; this pleases only the
silliest and worst ol men. At most, it gratitios only
the siliicst and worat principle i those who are of a
uobler character.

1. To you, whom God has intrusted with 8 more
pleasing forin, those ornaments are quite need-
less. :

Th® adorning thee with <0 nuch art
Is but & barbarous skill ;

"T'is Lke the poisoning ol a dart,
‘To upt before tu kil

That is, to express ourselves to plain English,with-
out any figure of poetry, it only tends to drag them
into death everlasting who were goiug fust enough
before, by edditional provocations ta lust, or at leust
inerdinate affecticn. Did you actually design to raise
cither of these in those who looked upon you ?
What ? while you and they were in the more imme-
diate presence of God 2 \What profunencss sl in-
humanity mixed together ! But if you designed it
nat, did you not foreses it 2 You mnight have
done so without any extraordinary sugacuy. * Nay,
I did not care or think sboutit.” And do you say
this by way of excuse ? You “scatter uhroad nrrows,
fircbrands, and death,” and do not thitk or care sbout
ic! 5

8. O !t us walk more charitubly and more wisely
for ihe time to come ! Let us all cast sside, frowm
this very hour, whatever does not lecume inen and
women professing godliness ;  whatever duves not
spring from the love and fear of God, sud minister
thereto.  Let our seriousness ‘‘shine hefore wnen,”
not our drexs.  Let all who see us know thut we ure
not of this world.  Let our adorming be tunt which
fadeth not away ; even righteousness sud true holi-
ness. Il ye regard not weskening my haods, and
grieving my spirit, yet grieve not the {{uly Spirit of
God. Do you sk, * But what shull 1 do with the
gay und costly apparel, and with the ormaments, |
have alrea'y > Must [ suffer them to Le lest ? Oughe
I not to wear them, now | huve themn ?*° | unewer,




