*! MM‘ e o e

PETRPETPSSTR T

R . e i R SRS

THE CATHOLIC RECORD.

DEOCRMBER 29, 1006,

ROMAR CATROLIC TRUTHS.

The Roman Oatholic Ohurch, which
Bas oxisted in every minute, hour, day,
month, year and ceatury eince
sorrowinl death of God, Saviour of
the world, on Calvary, whose mission:
aries bave crossed turbulont seas, pene
trating the wilds aud fastoesses of
slien climes where wmortal danger
lurked at «very step, planting the
banner of Coristianity ic the very
teeth of the tornidding forces of nature
and the stiil more tormidable objections
of ‘savage races, teaches nothing that
staggers reason or appslls fotelligence.
To the frank, uoprejudiced wind, seck -
ing iv a0 honorable manner truth, and
%o the whole worid as well, the Catho
Me Obureh is as clear as the light of
day — absolutely devoid of even the
wery shadow ol secreoy.

Down through every age, from the
arena of Rome, from tho defeat of great
infidel hirdes who sought to dettroy
Onristianity ; from the battlefields of
many nations, from oities and countries
stricken with deadly disease, ber de-
voted missionaries, whether as priest,
monk or nan, have gone, down fnto un
#imely graves by untold thonsavds for
love of the Saviour, to propagate Il
dootrines and to wioister to His dyiog
ehildren, unwept, unhonored and un-
sung.

And what of thoss dootrines—what
are they ?

That God, hecanss of man's from
pnrity and perfection, €ame down from
heaven te die in the flesh an ignomin
fous death to redoem man by satisfying
His own divive sud immutable justice—
® jostice so un shnngeable that it must
of absolute pecessity burl wmen into
yperdition 1l there be no Godly expia-
tion. That tle left to weak buman
pature His Body and Blood to eat and
driok for spiritual pourishment ngainst
demoniac temptation, and the admoni
tion of St. Paul, in the eleventh chapter
of First Corinthians, wherein he says,
B that eateth and drinketh unworthily
the Body and Bliod of Christ eateth
sud drivketh judgment to himself,

roves that God ioft us His Body and

lood in the Holy Kucharist of the
sltar else how could we eat snd driok
sonwor hily ?

Toat He decreod us to be baptized
for the remission of original sin, the
sia wé inherit from our fArst parents.
Decause of their disobodionce snd fall,
and that for actual sins, sins committed
after baptism, we were to have re-
e-urve to penance, as fasting, alms
deeds, prayer aud oconfession. In the
iwentieth chaplor of Bt. Jobn, the
B.vior of the world, after He bad
zisen from tho dead, appoared to His
#leven aposties, and Ho said to them :
" Poaco be L0 yoi, a8 the Father hath
sent Me, | also send you, and when
He said chis He breathed on then, and
He said to them, Receive yo the Holy
Gho-t, whose sins ye shall forgive they
sre forgiven them, Whove sins ye shall
rerain they are retained.'’

Hore wo soe 3 divine commission
g'ven to eleven human beings to for
give sius, and Vo s60 in the acts of the
Aoostler, Mat hias, sue essor of Judas
Hseariot, and Stephen, the first martyrs
Puwotny, Tivvs, Barnabas, and many
pthecs, ordain.d with the same porers
a4 Ghe first 2leven by those eleven, and
exercising their power of enccession
both during the life of the original
oleven ard slier Gheir death. We
read that the Ilevelations of S
John are addressed to the seven
shurches of A -la, aod that St. John
was himselt head of the Charch in
Jerusalem,

in the sixteenth chapter of Matthew,
8t. JPeter 1s given extraordinary
power. Cuming into tho country of
Oesarea Puilippi, Jesun says to His
spostles : ¢ Whom do wmen #ay that
the S 0 of Maa is 2 And His apostles
an wo-ed Him and said : Some say
Jobn the Baptiss, some say Klias and
prhers say Jereniah and various o'her
prophets. But  He said to them:
% Whom do ye say that I am ? And
Potor alone making suswer said, Thou
o & Christ the Son of the living God.
Auad Onhrist said to Peter: Dlessod art
$hou, Smn Bar Jous, for flesh and
Blood bath not revealed this to thee,
but My Father Who is in heaven., And
1 =2y to thee that thouart Peter (rock),
and upon this rock I will build My

Joorch, aod the gates of hell shall not
provail against ity and I will give to
thes tho keys of the Kingdom ol Heaven
and whatsoever thou shalt bind on earth
it shall be bound also in heaven ; and
abatsoever thou shalt loose on earth
it sball be loosod also in heaven."

In the fitth chapter of the Acts of
the Apostles, it I8 written that St.
Peter took the lives of Ausnias and
# phira, his wife, becanso they lied
soncerning the amount of money they
had received tor land that they had
sold. [f St. Peter did not have re
markable power from Cod, he would
Mmave been a marderer. Aund the Cath
oliec Courch, when she venerates the
relics of saints, can point to the ninth
shapter of tho Acts of the Apostle-,
where the shadow of St. Peter is cur
ing direases. And again, in the nice
geenth chapter of Acts, we see haud-
yerchiels and aprons from the liviog
body of St. Paul curing all manner of
diveased people.

The world er-cts in ovory age statues
%o great statesmen and warriors, and
om their b rthdays decoratos them with
wre g and panegyrics, and this is
vight and joy yui. when the Catholie
Oharcol ercoty statues to men' who did
mighty dee tor God, men who are a
thou s greater in the eyes of
God homan achieve-
aeats, tho same world says, ishold the

18 Uatholics,

The Jatbolic Courch oreots beside

ry altar statues of 8t Joseph and
the Viegin Mosher of God, that glorioas
Motner thai  participated in every
sgony of Christ, ber Godly Son, from
Jothlehem to Calvary, that gentle
Virgin that was predestined before all
ggesw, who ustered that meaorable
prophecy in the frst chapter of the

gospel of St. Luke that from benceforth

and tin

han heroes of

maintain they are the true Ohurches of
God are treading oo dangerous

They are unconsciously imovguing the
divinity and uttersnces of Carist Hia-
sell, (or they say in substance that the
world was in error and darkoess until
they came, and that the countless bil
lioos who have died since t e tine of
Christ have gone down into their
graves believing error ia spite of the
fact that Christ said to His apostles lo
the twenty-eighth chapter ot Matthew,
**Ali power is given to me in heaven
and in earth. Going, therefore, teach
ye sll pations ; baptiziog them in the
pame of the Father, and of the Son,
snd of the Holy G host.

*Teaching them to observe all thinge
whateoever [ have commanded you :
and behold [ am with you all days even
unto the consummation ol the world.'

**Again, in the fourteenth chapter of
8t, Jobn, the Saviour promises His
disciples a Paraclete — a holy #pirit of
truth —that would abide with them for-
ever.

The Koman Catbolic religion has
been the rcligion ot the wor'd for 1900
years—the only one for 1500 years.
The emperors, kings, statesmen, War
riors, poets, painters, priests avd people
of Germany for 700 years, Scotland and
Eogland for 1000 years, Denmark,
Sweden, Norway and sll countries pro
fessing a belief in Cbrist for many
centuries, died Catholics.

Is the religion of Augustine, the
monk that converted England thirteen
hundred years ago ; of Bede, the Kog
lish historian who lived and died in a
monastery twelve hundred years ago ;
of Constantive, the Roman Kmperor
of Oharlemagne, King Alfred the Great
of Kogland, Bonitace, who converted
Germany, Stephen, Kiog of Hongary,
Bruce and Wallace of Sco land of those
great monks who founded Oxford and
Cambridge, Canterbury and Westmios
ter Abbey in England, Christopher
Columbus, and the 300,000 000 who
profess Catholie Cnristianity to-day a
vital asd poi sant faith that cavnot be
destroyed by bitter prejod ce and
malicious slander, ur a weak ipstitution
that has never left its impress on the
world ?7—Intermountan Catholic.

A GLIMPSE OF THE SUPER-
NATURAL.

A RECENT AND WELL VERIFIED FROOF
OF THE DOCTRINE OF PUBGATOKY
AND THE POWER OF PRAYER.

(By Joseph F. Wjnne, in the Ave Maria.)

In ope of our large Western cities, a
number of years ago, there passed away
a notorious criminal, one of national ill-
repute. The death of this evil doer
whom we shall call Kyran, was not—as
is s0 often the case with those of bis
class—due to vio ence, nor did it take
place within prison walls, where many
years of hir ill-spent lite had been
passed. He died peacefully at the com
fortable home ot a pear relative, aod
sarrounded by the assiduous care of
several members of his family.

Ha should have been a Catholie, but
had abandoned his aocestral religion
and gone far astray in his early boy
hood days. [t was to a few ronth !
siege of sickness, during which he was
carod for at the bome of a devoted
siscer, that he owed his conversion
This sister was a faithtul Catholic, the
only one of her family to continue such
into mature life after the parents were
called away.

The sister, whose namo was Kate,
was several yoars older thao ber way
ward brother ; and, notwithstanding
the disgrace he brought upon her, he
never kost her deep sisterly affection ;
in fact, the more abandoned and de
spised he became, the wore poor Kate
clung to him, trying to shelter where
she could not detend.

When Kyran was stricken with his
fatal 1llness he came home to Kate ; and
she received him now almost with joy,
recognizing that his wicked course was
pearing its end, and hoping she would
be able to persuade him to leave the
geene of his evil works by the happy
passage of & penitential death. Batg, to
the poor woman's d smay, she found
that when she approached the sabject
he woald not listen. He continued
obdurate for long weeks ; but his sister
did not abandon bope, aud persevered
in her appoals and prayers.

At last, one day, very suddenly, he
asked for a priest, who was quickly
brought to him. After this the good
Father's visits to the poor safferer were
trequent., Suddenly, as at the first
great change a furiher development in
the right direction showed itself in the
lingering soul, The one time aban
doned sinner mada a good confession,
and while he lived—perhaps a month
therealter —tears of deep repentance
searcely coeased to flow from his eyes,
and the rosary—which, like a little
child, he asked his willing sister to
teach him to recite — was never out of
his hands; he died with the beads
twined around his fingers.

Bat whilo the sister, so loyal to fra
ternal ties, had been deeply consoled
in her brother's penitent passing, very
soon after his death a most depressing
thonght took possession of ber mivd.
Reflecting seriously on his sinful life,
perverse uven from early childhood and
remembering that the chaoge which
saemed o bring saving regret came
only in the last moments, she argued,
mignt not this seeming repentance be
only a senblance in fact. He was weak
and helpless, she reasoned he saw the
end betore him and kiowing he could
gin no more perhaps his sorrow was
rather apparent than real. Taen, too,
had she not been urgent with him about
seeing & priest and submicting to the
Chureh's ordinaoces for the dying?
Perbaps it was to satisfy her, or to
make some return for her devotion to
mm, that he had yielded—pretended
to yield, alas! it might be—and his
goul withal be actnally lost ?

With these distressing considerations
almost constantly in mind, the mourn
ing sister grievea still more deep y as
days and weeks passed on. In fact, her

all generasions should call her bl d,

which has been fulfilled during the

1900 years that followed, avd when the

notie Ohareh does so, she is doing

Akt whieh is in acoordance with the
sl of God.

Those recenily

formod seots  thal

state became 80 depressed at last that
her health was seriously threatened.
Datifully, as direoted by confessor and
friends to whom she made known her
apprehensions, she strove against the
drend ideas which persistently forced
themsolves upon her ; and prayed, too,

most earnestly, to be delivered from
them,

When weeks and then months of
worry had thus passed, tho sorely
harassed womao one nignt fell into a
restiul slumber—the first sleep o' the
kind that had visited ber tear-dimmed
eyes ever since her brocher's death
Saddenly, aiter some hours had passed
(ss she tound later) she awoke —
thoroughly awoke, she was certain—
aroused by the mear presence of some
one in the room, which she was occu
pying slone. There was no light in
whe apartment save the moonlight
coming from under a partly raised cur-
tain ; and, though the darkness near
ner bedside was unbroken, rairing her
eyes, she beheld standing there, so
close as to be almost within reach of
ber hand, her brotuer Kyran, the un-
certsinuy as to whose salvation had so
oppressed her since his death, which
had oceurred now over two months b fore

The tace of the visitant was pale as
in death, but animated with life, and
bearing about it no other token of
dissolution. He was clothed ip a long
dark robe; and as soon as his sister's
eyes rested upin him he spoke to her
thus, in the clear, distinet voice with
which in his lite she had beeo familiar:

** Kate, you have been grieviog for
me without true reason. I am per-
misted to come to tell you this, so that
your sorrowing may be at an end, |
am saved— et rnally saved; and my
salvation is due to an act of charity
i once periormed—help I gave once
to a poor girl in New Orleans. 1 am
saved, but with a loog, lony purgatory
to pass through. So do not wourn for
me. sister ; but pray, pray, pray!’’

The visim faded from betcre the
gazor's eyes. Ooly the darkness and
the straylog moonbeams beyond them
mety her view,

Now, Kaite was a woman ordinarily
very practical and entirely without
bias of superstition. She was there
tore not so much impressed as might
be expected by the vision with which
she seemed to have been favored. Re
calling iv again and again in busy wak-
ing bhours, she almost concluded that
it was reaily but a dream, and that
her impression of being conscious at
the time was only imaginative. Still,
from that time the anxiety about her
dead brother fell away from her, and
she prayed for the departed one in
hope and peace.

Iv was perhaps a year after this when
Kate had a visit from another brother
—one this time who had not yet passed
out of the flesh, This brother, Edwara
by name, while considerab'e of a ram-
bler and decidedly of careless life, was
pot crime branded in the least ; oa the
contrary, was well thonght of by all
who knew him.

Of course poor Kyran's death became
the subjecs of discoarse between brotber
and sister soon atter their meetivg As
the conversation went on, Kate asked,
half carelessly, not expecting auy satls
facrory reply :

“ Kdward, did you ever
Kyran's doing anythiog particalarly
praiseworthy in kis lifetime—I mean
did you hear of his doing apy
really good turn to any one {
be kind of pleasant, you koow,"

Lear of

ever

add: d, balf aplogetically, ** to bear of |

some such thiog if it ever happered so
as to have it to think about. There
was s0 much of the other sort in the
poor boy s life."”

“ Yes," Edward answered slowly and
reminiscently, ‘' there was one good
deed | know of the poo- fellow's having
done—just one,thou:h ; bat,like his acts
the other way, it was potning on the
small order. It was after his release
from the long term tor the big Jackson
ville robbery. He wandered over to
New Orcleans, and ke did a big thing
for an unfortupate young woman thers.
He e¢aved her from destruction—utter
destraction, too—and, I believe, others
with her. It was at no little cost to
himself, either, but he did not know
her, and she remained an utter strangoer
to him."

Kate, who had in the questioniog al-
ready recalled the vision she so liitle
credited as such, was now overwhelmed
with awe and amazement. She made
most minnte inquiry as to the incident
in the dead brother's life which had
brovght so rich a reward, and learned
from the story that the Savioar's part
was indeed a great work of mercy.
Taen she told her brother of her singn-
lar experience, and tbe revelation she
had received concerning the fate of
their departed one Of course, the
brotber, too, »as dumbfounded : thougn,
being tar from a practical Catholic, he
was disposed to be dubious as to the
actual ocourrence, notwithstanding the
incontrovertible proof his sister set
forth. Kate, however, now realized
that irdeed she had been made the
recipient of special favor from Heaven ;
that the dootrive of Pargatury and the
need of those held there had been ex
pounded to ber by direct revelation

Dear reader, while this is a compara
tively recent and right at home in-
stauvoe of the kind, it is by po means an
altogether rare or quite isolated one.
All such happenings do nov get into
print ; this one is so offered . to
strengthen your faith, if need be, and
encourage you to answer the pathetio
appeal of the visitor from Purgatory :
Pray, pray, pray !

There is no happy life ; there are
only happy days.—A Theuriet.
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8 fully to God, all the earth—
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xeix 1,

NATURE AND ART.

How shall I write & poem ¢
Aod how shalil I sing » soDK
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A NEW CANADIAN RECORD.

?
When the winds of God in the heavens
Are chanuing the wnole day long ;
And the esr tha!'s atiuoe Lo music
Can list to the mighty verse
That the sea and the storm are singlng
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Henrlewa Toresa. beloved wife of Joscph
Nolan May her soul res' in peace !
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GrLEAsON —Io Kslamazoo, Mich, on Dec,
11ih, Taos Franois Gie sson, eldest son of Thos.
P. and Kllvn A. Gienson aged twenLy-lwo
years. May his soul rest in peace!
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Ald. Chas. S. O. Boudreault, Chief
Ranger of St. Jean Baptiste Conrt,
Ottawa, and Benjamin J. Asselin, Re-
cording Secretary of St. Bazil's Court,
Brantford, have been appointed Organ
izers for the Oatario Jurisdiction, and
are at work at present, in the interest
of Oatholic Forestry. It Recording
Secretaries in the Province think they
deserve the attention of a Provinecial
Court Organizer, their wishes will be
considered, when application is made to
the Provincial Secretary or to the Pro-
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Cor. Wyndham and Cork Sts.,

GUt LPH, ONT,
3, "B
Managing Director,

McELDERRY,

O M. B, A—Branch Ne, 4, London,

Richmond Etreet Reov

Moeta on the 2nd and 4th Toureday of every
month, at 5 o'clook at their hall, In Albion
D, J. Egan'

Beautiful Photos of
following subjects :
Sacred Heart of Jesus.
Immaculate Heart of Mary.
St. Joseph
Immaculate Conception

Infant Jesus.
St. Anthony.

sie4tx2f  Price 10c. each, pa
CATHOLIC RECORD, LONDON, CANADA

We Have Plenty

of Hard Coal, and it is

Lestale Coal

which will surely give you satisfae-
tion. Itis a favorable time now
to get in your requirements for the
winter. Phone me.

JOHN TIl. DALY,

Phone 348 19 York Stree




