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werit of others. He may be quick-
ened or roused to repentance by the
inspiration cbtained for him by the in-
tercession of the saints ; he may be as-
sisted back to spiritnal life by the
eficacy of the Mass. The faith which
is not extinguished in him keeps h'm
in a sense attached to the golden chain
of the communion of saints.

“As in one body we have many mem-
bers. * * * g0 we being many, are
one body in Christ,’”’ says St. Paul in
the twelith chapter and fourth verse
of the epistle to the Romans. As the
members of the natural human body
have actually no separate existence,
except as united with the rest, so all
the members of the Church work to-
gether for the good of all. *I am the
vine, you are the branches.’’

It isevident from thescriptural teach-
ing that there was inter-communion of
God's servants. It is related in the
Ola Testament that Abraham, Job,
Moses, Aaron, Samue), Tobias, Judith
and Esther prayed for their friends or
ration and that God accepted their
prayers. So in the New Testament
cur Lord says that where two or three
are gathered together in His Name.
e will be in the midst of them.

There is a good deal of mystery com-
cerning the disembodied state.
Though the soul leaves the body and
changes its state it does nol change
its natare. Tne parable of the rich
man and Lazarus shows us that the
departed soul is mindful of conditions
on earth. Dives wished that Lazarus
would be sent to his father’s house,
where the rich man had five brothers,
and bear such testimony that they
might not go to that place of terrible
torments. Since such knowledge ap-
pears to be possessed by souls in hell,
would it not, for greater reasons be
granted to souls pleasing to God? If
Dives was solicitous would not the
Holy Souls be more solicitous to help
those battling on earth 7 They must
rejoice in those that fight the good
fight while they cannot but g:rmv'-‘
over those their friends who have fall- l
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FIVE-MINUTE SERMONS.
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LIVING FROM DAY TO DAY.

1 thou also hadst known, and that in this
thy day, 'he things thal are for our peace,
(3t Luke xix,, 42)

The fanit of the Jews, my brethren,
was twofold —boasting of the past and
waiting for the future. It is especially
on account of the latter fault that our
Lord in this day's Gospel lays such
stress on the words ‘' and that in this
thy day.” It is a warniog against try-
ing to live in the future.

We all know, to be sure, that one
may go to the other extreme, and by a
form of sloth be too careless of the
future. Some things there are which
are certain to come upon us, and their
coming must be provided for. There is
» judgment to come, and every minute
of to-day is like a bailiff busy gathering
evidence for that Divine Court. Temp-
tation is sure to come, and its strain
gpon our virtue must be foreseen in
every prayer of every day. The com
mon wants of life for one's self and
family are inevitable in the future, and
must be prudently provided against.
In all such things we know that the
future is an actual fact, and is just as
present to God as this very instant is to

What our Lord would rebuke is not a
prudent foresight, but that weak and
idle state of mind which postpones to
the future what shouid be doue al OLCo.
This is the commonest of human deln-
sions. In a temporal point of view it is
condemped by the saying, “Procrastina-
tion is the thiel of time,’” and it might
be added of many other valuable com
modities. In a spiritual point of view
the dreadful result of delaying till to-
morrow what should be done to day is
expressed by the saying, ‘* hell is paved
with gcod intentions.” Wise men re
solve to do in the future only what they
eannot do now. Many and many A poor
soul has lost the kingdom of heaven lor
that one reason—resolving instead of
doing.

Brethren, a practically-minded Chris
tian lives his spiritual life from day to

en and who continue to live in mor-
tal sin.
St. Paul tells us in 1 Cor, iv, and ix,,
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himself, bis actual ability to do good to the world, but to angels and to

men. The blessed in purgatory and
the saints in heaven are deeply inter-
ested in our spiritual combats. Loving
God intensely and loving us now even
more than formerly, they ardently
pray for our victory. We should re
ciprocate by praying for the ‘‘poor
souls.”

Our real life, our long life, begins
after death. Here ‘“‘all the world’s a
stage.”” We are the actors. Accord-
ing to their parts some appear in royal
robes and others in humble attire.

Some represent the kings and queens
of the play, and others the laborers,
the valets and the grave-diggers. It
matters not what part they had pro-
vided they filled their parts well.
When the play is over and the curtain
falls, they are all ‘‘themselves’’ again.

begins and ends with each passing hour.
If he provides well for it as it comes
and goes he has done his part ; God
will not fail to take care of the future.
Ooe's peace of mind is rever secure till
one has learned to be content with
present duty well done. Oh! what a
bappiness when one's soul i8 unburdened
of care for the future. Do you covet
that happiness? It is yours if you
leave nothing undone for the present.
If you can honestly say, “ that is all T
can do for the present,’” you may add
* and the future also."”

But, ycn say, what about a purpose of
amepdment? Does mnot that dwell
specially on the future ? Yes, it does ;
but it springs from a present sorrow.
And if the sorrow be as heartfelt as it
should be the purpose of amendment
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CROWNING MANHOOD'S BSTRENGTH.

Chidwick said. * They are the pro

“ God has made men strong,’’ Father
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viders, the bread-winners—tt ey are in-
dependent, practical. And while He
has given them all the graces neces
gary for the salvation of their souls,
these particular characteristics often
lead them away from their religious
sentiments., Hence the joy it is toa
priest to greet such a large number of
men who bow their head and bend their
konee to the Great Creator, crowning
manhood’s strength and independence
with the just loyalty whleh they owe
to God ana giving evidence that relig-
ion can sanc:ify the workshop as well
as the home, the street as well as the
chureh, men as well as women, and has
power to lift up and sanctify every con-
dition of life and every soul, however
and wherever it may be situated.

*+ This testimony is very necessary in
our day, as we hear on all sides the
charge against religion that it has
ceased to have a power over the strong,
and that it has become a mere farce or
ceremony wherewith to please the sen-
sational and to (aiet the emotions.

““We know ftrom experience that
religion is not weakness. It is not
weakness that makes a man clean, de
cent and sober. It requires all the
force and energy that are in human
nature to copguer passion and to over
come temptation. It is not weakness
for a man to keep his body free from
defilement, be faithful to his marriage
vows and jealously guard the honor (f
his children. It is not weakness for a
man to thrust aside a bribe which might
assure him a life of ease, bat at the
sacrifice of conscience. Not the druok-
ard, nor the liar, nor the thief, nor the
adulterer is the type of astrong wan,
but the clean, sober, pure and honest;
and these virtues have their soarce and
derive their power from religion.
Religion is the inspirer of virtue and
the giver of energy and life : it clears
man’s vision to truths high and noble,
which by himself he would never per-
ceive, and it calls upon him to reach
up to these high ideals. It fortifies his
conscience and gives him an unconquer-
able purpose for duty, and thus the
whole man is developed to his fullest
and strongest stature, to stand forth as
God made him—a child of the Most

High."

The preacher then spoke of strength

—strength for truth and for duty.
STRENGTH FOR DUTY.

“This strength,” he said, ‘' comes

In conclusion, Father Chidwick said :
1 selected this topic topight be-
cause you men are dealing constantly
with temptations which wounld deceive
you into the belief that manliness and
religion do not go hand in hand, and
that I might give you some strong
thought in the midst of the vile temp-
tations which surround you, which will
enable you to preserve your manhood
in all its integrity by preserving your
boly faith. Nobody of men 01 the face
of the earth is so stropglv and so con-
stantly surrounded by t mptation as
you are. I have mo sycpathy wih
those who slander and caiumniate yon,
who strike you in the dark. I cannot
help but believe that your character
must be of the strongest calibre when
such few scandals of a serious character
are recorded of you by our newsparers,
and you a force of nine thousard men,
more strongly tempted than any other
body of men under the sun. May God
enable you to preserve your strength
of character, preserve you from being
deceived by the hypocrisy of weak and
cowardly men who excuse their lives
by eharging weakness against religion,
and may the blessing of Almighty God
descend upon you and your homes, 'n
our department and on the community
of whose peace you are the custodi-
ans "

2 LAW vs. JUSTICE.

The Catholic Times gives the follow-
ing case of “Penal Laws still in force’
in Ireland against the Catholiec Church.
“In the Court of Appeal (Dabl ) on
Friday (June 2?) the Lord Chan-
cellor delivered judgment in the case
of Cussen vs Hynes, in which the valid
ity of two legacies, one to the Super-
ior of Rochestown Convent, Co. Cork,
and the other to the Saperior of Holy
Trinity church, Cork, was called in
question. In delivering jodgment, the
Lord Chancellor said that the conten-
tions put forward by both legatees,
namely, that the legacies did not come
within the penal clausss of the Cath
olic Emancipation Act, had failed.
They were bound to administer the e
penal clauses as long as they were on
the Statute Book. There was no doubt
that the gift to the Superior of Roches
town Convent for the education of
members of the community was an
illegal gift within the meaning of the
Act. As the legacy of £100 to the
Superior of the Holy Trinity Church
for that community, they could not
yield to the contention that it was a
gift to the individual members of the
community at the date of the deceased’s
death. Consequently they were bound
to hold that this legacy was also in-
valid, and they allowed the appeal.”
That is British law in Ireland, but
what a mockery of justice. Nobody
denies or doubts that the dead man
wished, and expressed the wish in
writing, that the money—his money—
should go to the Rochestown Convent
and to Holy Trinity Church, but in
teps the law and says, no, this man's
what he wished with his own

doing
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As a regular custom aftar a fire the
volunteer fire companies of Shenandoah
are presented with beer by the differ-
ent breweries, to show their apprecia-
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