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per cent, increase in production of vanom 
manufactures, but “ profits are lower anc 
the margin of profits cut down” ; lumbei 
not active and building operations rathe! 
dull. * * “ While business is not as i
rule unsatisfactory, and in many lines ii 
reported as n ore than usually prosperous 
as a whole conditions are unsettled, anc 
the effects of more or less over-production 
with pecuniary stringency and lack of suet 
cess
are manifest." From Pittsburg comes the 
following account : “ Prices of all our com
modifies are low and profit difficult to ob 
tain, yet most of oor mills and factories arc 
running and our workmen are well em 
ployed." In Detroit, manufactures have 
done fairly well, lumber is active, 
eral jobbing business has about held ifca 
own without any marked changes, but ii < 
view of the favorable crop prospects a revi 
val and gain for the balance of the year ii 
confidently looked for." From Chicago 
St. Louis, and Baltimore the account o ^ 
prospects was very encouraging.

scribed method is absurd- But we have 
neither space nor time to go over the list 
of restrictions, permissions, shells and shall 
nets, of this somewhat involved schedule.' 
Its grave defect as a whole seems to be 
that it seeks to place upon the retail dealer 
duties - towards the department which in 
other countries are placed upon manufac
turers or sellers at wholesale. And further

was in general terms/ï^l But there are some subjects which deserve 
to not for the West only yk j discussion. Thus :
9 couutry. The question 1. Selling Goods without Profit.
rhat manner these roe* ^ I Causes and remedies, 
commercial interests, the «Zi 2. The Credit System. As it affects

9 of the board replied thatTl8 wholesale and retail ; the evils of dating- 
kjoIs and equalized freight L® forward : the folly of selling goods to mer- 
to points in New Knvised. *.1 chants without capital, 

lines, under the 8. RTtailers Shortening Terms ok

9 law, charged exorbitant im 
3 Trunk, it was added, had in 
>er in the dressed beef ^ 
encan roads had discomnpj, 
its of the live stock trade and jg 
nerH. Duly in the case of yah 

i had Canadian roads diveihii 
s traffic originating in the 8)* 
been “ among the first to c* 
it elevators here for the

that it aims V> deal with tobacco and cigars 
upon a different footing from spirits, vine- 

otlier articles controlled by the In-

Credit.
4. Cash Discounts.—Uniformity needed.
5. Stock-Taking. — Annual or

among the imjiortant agricultural class
semi- gar, or

land Revenue Department, and for no goodannual.
6. A Mutual Fire Insurance Company.

_For merchants only.
7. Peddlers.—Their regulation.

Butter Trade.—Evils of

purpose.
What sense is there in forbidding a retail 

dealer to sell a part of a box of “ Prince of 
Wales " plug, while he is permitted to sell 
an equal weight of the same consisting of 
50 or 100 plugs in single plugs, one after an 
other ? How does it affect the revenue ? 
It is months since a large number of deal
ers in toliacco in Toronto addressed a memo
rial to the Minister of Inland Revenue ask- 
ing for the relaxim- or abrogation of these 
stringent regulations, which were properly 
described as a restraint on trade, “uncalled- 
for, vexatious, and oppressive." How many 
thousand dealers in cigars and tobacco there 
are in Canada we do not know, but there 
are 778 such dealers in Totonto who have 
already paid license to the city. A major
ity of these have, we 
memorial to the City Council asking for in
vestigation into certain seizures of tobacco 
made recently by the Inland Revenue 

This memorial declares it to be 
retail dealers the

8. Egg and
peddlers' collecting.

9. Butter Shipment—In special cars in

“Gen

I hot weather.dentity and the weighing of yt 
scales as required by the Sni] 
i is openly defied by some Aae j 
' The strong complimentées 
uadian lines of saying ttntit.â 
n the large share of husineatdfl 
by uniformly just and ni]akl 
of patrons." The conch 
lat in the opinion of the te 
onal legislation affectiag fti 
Bcessary ; but that laws ehedii 
nake the bonded system iai 
the Canada trade untram

TOBACCO “ REGULATIONS."

It is not alone the Customs Department 
at Ottawa that takes spasms of active in- 

which result in fresh worries to 
We find the disorder of mis

genuity 
the importer, 
placed zeal breaking out in the Department 
of Inland Revenue, which seems bent on 
worrying the dealer in tobacco. This de- 

to have authorized a

MUNICIPAL GOVERNMENT OF 
CITIES.

Municipal government in Canadian citiei 
has developed defects, but it is going top 
far to pronounce it a failure, as is some - 
what the fashion. No doubt it has d< - 
veloped a certain amount of corruptior, 
but on the whole the City of Toronto, fc r 
instance, probably gets good value for it i 
expenditure. The weak point in the gov - 
ernment of cities is to be found in connec - 
tion with the contract system. That cot • 
tracts should always be given to the lowei t 
tender is a good general rule for the pre - 
tec tion of the public, but it is one by whiofr 
no individual would consent to be alway i 
bound in his private affairs. In publi j 
contracts the rule is all right, provide# 
security be taken that the work shall b b

But if there be any shori - ,

partment apftears 
crusade of late against dealers in town or 
country who have, actually or by implica 
tion, broken certain regulations laid down 
for dealers, regulations which have, how
ever, long tieen quietly ignored as either 
unnecessary, unwdrkable, or fit to be a 
laughing stock. Warning letters have 
been sent to dealers, and seizures have 
been made on their premises for some of 
the Crimes in the Consolidated Revenue 

To save time and

understand, sent a

associations, of which exwgpr-j.;| 
n, should be forbidden by k«riB 
roy competition and evaditH 
h is the testimony of the CMm| 
Crade.
tars from these facte that ill 
railways are by no menas *ifl 
•t in the United States. Be I 
on were to tie decided on I S I 
strength, if the Statee fromeMl 
rives its tracking were the weak 
dian roads could only bofri .1 
mitigation of the stroke dme® 
em. But there are other am» i 
hich may have weight with Ce 1 
our railways are treated it it • 
of the Canadian I^egialatml l 

rican. This considerationaa# 
think, to make some of the8»
Is pause before they pro* J- 
îemselves the measures ke 
;u exclusively for their Cm 
etitors.

officers.
“unjust to place upon 
protection of revenue." It is to be hoped 
that the Minister, or the Commissioner, 
will bring their good sense to bear on this 
precious piece of officialism.

Act, 46 Vic., cap; 15.
abbreviate the language of these FAILURES IN THE UNITED STATES.space we

singular regulations.
Regulations, Act 5, section 2, (extracts pub

lished 1885) which specifies that “ dealers 
must sell whole packages, each package bear
ing the properly cancelled stampe, except that 
retail dealers are permitted to sell plug to
bacco at retail from caddies, half-caddies, 
boxes, or half-boxes.”

But section 3 declares that “ dealers in 
manufactured tobacco will not be allowed to 
cut a package in two and sell the divided por
tions of the package, nor to retail tobacco 
therefrom.”

There would seem to be needed, before 
these two sections can be reconciled, some 
definition of what makes a “ dealer, and 
what a “ retail dealer," as well as what 
constitutes selling at retail. In section 4.) 
of the Tobacco and Cigar Regulations, from 

I Orders-in-Council dated 9th January, 1889,

In their circular for the half year ended 
with June last, Messrs. R. G. Dun A Co.

the Unitedgive the number of failures in 
States for that jteriod and the aggregate of 
liabilities, with conqiarisons for the similar 

previous years. The figures

well done.
coming in this raqiect, a low contract prie a 
is no security that the work will be cheap! f 
done, because bad work is dear at anyperiod of 

are as under :
some

price.
We expect too great sacrifices from oqr 

aldermen. The attendance on committees 
and the general performance of their duties 
exact a large portion of their time, and 
the more conscientiously the duty is exe '- ' 
cised the greater the sacrifice in Its pe r- 
formance. We expect to get all this doi e 
for nothing, and the aldermen in effe :t 
enter into an engagement to do it witbo it 
pay. Can it be matter of surprise tbit 
aldermen are sometimes suspected of cor i- 
iug under temptation, and of not alwa rs 
opposing to it adequate power of t )- 
sistance ? But as a matter of fact no gre it 
amount of corruption is proved to ha“e 
taken place in connection with the mui i- 
cipal government of our largest citw s, 
Montreal and Toronto, to take two e c- 

The aldermen are elected on y

No. Liabilities.
165,828,853

68,114,159
55,138,092

Failure*.
Six months 1889...j.. - 5,603

•« 1888.. J__  5,189
“ 1887...___  4,912

There was thus an increase of 414 in the 
numb er of failures as compared with the 
like half year of 1888, though the aggre
gate liabilities were less by 82,285.306. The 
increase over first half-year of 1887 was in 
number 691, and in amount 110,660,000.

The circular contains reports, at greater 
or less length, from some sixty cities in 
the United States, describing the condition 
of business and the prospects for various 
crop8 In that from Boston, in which it is 
stated that the rubber and leather goods 
trades are depressed, and the fish trade ex- 

observe the following sen-

!

«CHANTS’ CONVENTION 
HAMILTON.

for the Convention of N* 
Hamilton draws near, tk* 

.pjiears of choosing before* 
alters for discussion and y* 
iat gathering. What ie 
-spun theories, nor yetahp I 
y essays, so much as pi*** 
i the systematic and 
business.
lerable number of letters ^
Bn received, we uuderstaait J 
ities of the convention, 
ion upon a great variety 
ny of the matters mention^* j 
of an unimportant and ■* 
cter ; others liear the imps* 
que, and it therefore becos*
>w far it is prudent to use**

me we find the following :
The law imposes heavy penalties on any 

person who shall o|ien a package of tobacco 
without breaking the stamp thereon. Sections 
55 to 63 give minute instructions how to affix 
these stamps, and the following section pro
vides recipes for making paste and varnish 
properly for such purpose. •

Truly a paternal Government we have,
when so much trouble is taken to enable ceedmgly so. ^ u|kin(, np n,ore re- 
one to "do all things decently and in order, jtence. , , believing that it
But will the department explain how the ciproci y w> i • I i/jinum "
revenue stamp pasted on the middle of a would resu m J™2s not
solid tin caddy containing - T. * B." to- Cleveland the volume «J^e d«*.not

1 tzttzzrssi

amples.
for a year ; they are closely watched, and 
if they are found at fault they have, in

lu

nine cases out of ten, but slender chance of 
re-election. Many of them are compel a- 
tively poor ; the majority of them can i I- 
afford to make the sacrifice of time whi ihi

!


