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dings, mince pies and other good 
things will soon be on the way. And 
mother is ever and anon storing 
away mysterious looking packages, 
while the little ones are almost dying 
of curiosity as to their contents. 
Altogether* what a pleasant sense of 
anticipation reignseverywhere. Only 
tweuty-four days more ! How busy 
you will have to be, to have ready 
vour welcome for this time-honored 
guest. Those who go to school are 
striving hard to carry off the yearly- 
prizes, while others are preparing

No. 8.—For this pretty photograph-frame a then- [^,ta^°nfts!df “already* Lraked^Lit"min 
thin board is required about onf yard,long pJ? .w.ionir its fellows—the tree that soon will blaze with 
thirteen and a-half inches wide. If the home ca Çuedlightsandbendbeneaththetokensof good
penter is not skilful enough to cut the * lovingly hung upon it. But of all the presentsthe photographs, the “Handy Andy ” of thevïllage wiff ^mgiy mu g ^ P« ^ are s() dear to t,
must lie called upon for this part of the work.^1 he those Santa Claus puts in their stock-
wood is finished with enamel paint, ®\therj s so jo not let St. Nicholas forget that you have 
a delicate pearl-color, and afterxviLrds decora lit^ brothers and sisters. Do not quaint remarks, 
with a few grasses and blossoming twigs, pmnte • 1 _ ovment and their delight, as they draw
The same design can lie easily carried out fo t one^bv one their treasures, afford as much 
simple passe partout frame by us*ng heavy wate^ foeasure to you older ones and make you wish you 
color paper as a mat and decorating if as n . 1 * vn,.L as they9 Charles Dickens, the emi-
illustration. Put glass over the inat, and visestout wereas^elist^ays : “ It is good for grown-up peo- 
carhoard for the back, fastening all oge -e to be children sometimes, and never better

band °f bronze or gilt paper pasted P'Ç ^J'^br stmas,” and your Uncle Tom quite 
smoothly over the edges. agrees with him.

No. 4.—-Half Pardon the digression, but have not all of you
a yard of satin, read some of his works ? Those of you who have
velvet or plush, cannot have failed to notice his tenderness for
lined with a /,/ xX children. Those who have not have missed a
prettycontrast- Ay \X treat His Christmas tales are just the thing to
ing color, will // \\ amuse and instruct you these long evenings when

I makeabagboth Ji VX lessons are over and you sit around the hre. Whatodd and grace- fj Vx there are not Lore old-fashioned fire-places
ful if put to- J \\ ,u|a hearths, such as he describes m these charin-
gether m the / VA ing stories. Although in ( Ian ad a it is so cold that
following way:- 61 tl th° cricket has long since ceased to chirp, the

| Say you use ---------kettle still hums, and the chimes of the village bells
plush of silvery i 4 r:ne out as of old their notes of cheer, and perhaps,
light blue, and we jjsten closely, we too may find in them a lan-

■ I line it with pale \ Tlejf cruacre ev’en as Tobv did. ...gold satin, fin- SS. g -j?he coming of Christmas reminds me that it
ishing the edges f will soon be time to settle accounts with my puz-

- v neatly. Now J zlers But there is still one month in which to
i -- fold over and n9/A)|'>S,X ZdD work, and much may be done in that time.
* _ illustration we have a more elab- join one side We. k 'hi But I cannot draw my thoughts away from the, h will be found more suitable only: thengath- "MSîU ^Li ' approaching festival, for, like Scrooge s nephew, 1

orate corner .whichjvm oe io original was er the other T)^L ft think of it “ as a good time, a kind, forgiving,
for drawmg-i ^ enamel ornamented with side, drawing it \L ' charitable, pleasant time; the only time when
executed V " of harmonizing toward the top ; 'Vv, men and women seem by one consent to open their
sdver while the diaper tQ uge a cartain this will form a MT "hut-up hearts, and to think of people below them
throne the corner on* one side, using a jewelled three-cornered XtiQ as if thev were really fellow-passengers to the
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Pretty Christmas Gifts. I sfdef thus making a loop hy whith l.o suya-jjd. j‘‘„e „0m for the puzzles, even tho\

A few suggestion, for m^ing prêter», for «X*®,

—A,::"' ëfftârts? vi'HBEt
he a delicate tracery as ol: sea-weed, donei with the one Uncle Tom offers a prize of $1.00 for the ■
needle and silk thread. This bag was Various best description of games suitable for winter even- 
hold photographs, but it may be placed to \a . . it being understood that we are at liberty
other uses. ______________ to publish any of those sent in, even if they do not

win the prize. Competition closes January hth. 
In the coming year we will try a new experiment 
in the puzzle department and give a prize each 
issue for the best original puzzle, instead of taking 
the whole year’s work into account, as heretofore. 
Contributors must be subscribers, or members of» 
subscriber’s family. For January rye offer $1.<K), .k c 
for each issue. All puzzles to be in our office JOtli 
December.

or if used should have a foundation of wood, and 
be fastened to the box so as not to roll off."

This corner will be found very suitable for the 
sitting-room or living-room of the family. Make 
plenty of pillows, some with soft, full frills, and 
others plain, but above all things, make them so 
that you will not be afraid to use them, for the 
chief attraction of a cosy corner is the fact of its 
being a place of rest. The need of some place to 
drop down for a moment and forget things is a 
crying one in most homes, and the value of even a 
comfortable old lounge cannot be over-estimated. 
The next time your cares and worries seem greater 
than you can bear, just throw yourself down on 
the sofa for a little while, shut your eyes and pre­
tend you have not a oare. Allow the tension to 
loosen, if even Tor a few moments, and you will 
arise stronger and braver to meet them. We keep 
ourselves so highly strung that it is small wonder 
the cord so often snaps and shattered nerves are 
left as a result.
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UNCLE TOM'S DEPARTMENT.I® SI
My Dear Nephews and Nieces :

Again the ground is covered with its ermine 
robe, and once agai n we hear the merry sleigh bells

. n!ghU’andï1ve% pl^niVndit is Jack Frost,

one and a-half at the top, and tw o inches in *H ‘K* <u list ^ , h-_iu.ll ]mnc is a garden of front
Make a box of pasteboard, according to these of delicate flow ring as quickly lost,

. (i.„ hoi torn with any plain For the stalks arc fed by the moons cold beams,dimensions, covering the ih And the leaves arc woven like a woof of dreams
silk or bronze morocco, and the sides With nch RV nights keen breath, and a glance of the sun.
Silk or nionze . j either paint Like dreams, will scatter them every one. Far away among .Pr_
brocade, chamo.a,orP^"1 q ieves together Hut, what care you for the frost and cold ? Why hil,s lies a little pond, in whose sparkling waters
or embroider Ll e ,‘ s . fln thv ilisi(le with it is just what you want to convert that hue pond thegay sunbeams dance and play among the fair,

..................... ... ïï»;

the answer would be that something to which 1 - nower-SCeiited breeze of rosy June. Out ot itsiKeM'hristinas beautifu. Chris,ma^so old L rocess the thrush, from its tender mus^vj 
With the poet, Miller, we may th Jat „()„rs forth its sweetened song of love ana

melodv. while, gaily flying from tree to tree, its 
bright plumage flashing in the glorious sunl g^ 
the sweet-voiced oriole sings ltj^song
j,>AtUtbe fl.'ot of’uie little hill overlooking^the tmy 
pond nestles an ivy-clad cottage,whose nledsant vv u 
dowslook out on blooming roses,delicately pet tume _

Yes, just once a year and it is almost time for miR^',|™î0^e1^Perofng through the vines 
bis visit now. Of Hus, however. I might not re- j l'.eaTUfuVcliinbing rorô is fair,young face -
mind vou. for already the deft fingers of my older ot the earn and truth si ne forth in glon-

piles of parcels it is easy to know that plum-pud- . sion.cnangmg ^

m

UNCLE TOM’S PICTURE GALLERY.

Life’s Reflection.
][Y AUNES KIDD1S, DEANS P. O., ONI.

the flowery dells and sunny

pinked on 
woolen stuff of any sort, as

to eatcli upon the pen.are sure No. 2. -A work-stand 
made of a round basket 
lined with vellow india 
silk, and fastened to 
supports of bamboo 
twenty-three and a-half 
inches* long. A square 
of silk to match or har­
monize with the lining 
and ribbons is gayly 
embroidered to serve as 
a cover. Any round 
basket can be used for 
this, and a square 
be made similarly with 
four rods instead of a 
tripod. The little bam­
boo
pretty for the purpose.

and yet so new.
say :—

-. what though on Xmas’ hoary head 
Have fallen many a winters snow.

His wreath is still as green and red 
As’t was a thousand years ago!

For what lias he to do with rare ?
His wassail bowl and old arm-ehair 

\re ever standing ready there.
For Christmas eomes but once a year."
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