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THE CANADIAN PHILATELIST
69h Cameron, i got the letter, and with this confession Written for The Can

aTever
mortal carried.

AD> X PhILATKL'SI

DO N TS.!ON T buy heavily cancelled or turn stamps, 
unless you cannot possibl obtain them 
otherwise. Such stamps are worth about 
one-fourth the price of a good stamp.

Oon l attend an auction sale and expect 
j x» get rare stamps for nothing almost, or 

let a dealer outbid you on a certain stamp 
and feel especially honored next day if he 

offers you the same stamp at 25% increase.
Don t soak you stamps when cleaning them, as it 

spoils their appealance very much.' Rub them 
light y with a soft camel’s-hair brush moistened. 
-donV USC thCSe Sticky* Perfume<1» perforated hinges

Don’t keep a lot of stamps 
dealer expressly states that returns 
ten days.

Don’t send a lot of bids to an auctioneer and 
request him to buy only to a certain 
don t send about twice the 
money to

d May God have mercy on my soul !
Charles L. Camden.

This remarkable letter, with the envelope still 
beanng the fatal stamp, was found by the clergyman 
who was with Camden at his death, and by him was 
given to me. We agreed that its publication could 
00 no possible good, and, out ol regard for the family 
of the deceased, we decided tokeepthematterto our­
selves and it is now given to the pu-lie for the first 
Urne, only names of persons and plac. . are changed.

I Jrta-ed the fateful stamp in my album, merely as

iffSemXrar a"'ay’
*e V‘6ht of D«- <6, 1889, I was sitting in my 

library looking oyer my s'amp collection, when a sud- 
den thought reminded me that it was the twelfth an- 
111 MfSary ^oward Cameron’s death.

Moved by an impulse I cannot explain,I turned to
in* -Tf ,W..rC resled the dea% s^mp I sat look­
ing at at. lost in reverie, when I was startled by a sud- 
den change in its appearance. I lookrd more close­
ly. A dim, misty haze seemed to float around it, and

was wide awake, and still before me was th** ,ace of
YOUng §!rl* ,now fast Cowing dimmer.

finally the view dissolved and another took its 
place, forming slowly, the mist growing fainter, as

-
lhe 3C" 18?2' « » green stamp, 

and I was horrified to see it aisumea reddish tinge 
until it was of the color of blood. It stayed but a 
moment thus, when it slowly began to fade.

Again came the mist, and shining through it I saw 
letters of fire. Clearer and plainer they grew until 
they formed themselves into words, and I read 
Scriptural injunction :—

g
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y
1 a month, when the 

must be made in!

amount, and 
amount of bids you have 

ou bidon’ elpecline 1,1 6=1 only one-half of 

Don't lick these Luropean stamps, especially 
as you are liable to catch choleta and fever geims 

Don t return these cheap sheets containing only 
commentais, and on which is no return 

postage. Let us try to slop this nuisance.
Don I think that you were naturally born an editor 

and .tart an amateur stamp paper. Nearly all pa­
pers are starlet! by some one who thinks just this 
n"mber"C"tCnlbS °f "cver is5ue ‘heir second 

Don’t

common

slight the “ kid” collector’s dealers 
them rests the future of philately.

Don’t advertise a collector or dealer as a fraud 
unti you have wutten him a few times. Perhaps 
home * °Verlookcd lhe mal,er or »s absent from

Don’t, above all, don't I* a fraud or substitutes 
there is nothing so despicable as a philatelic fraud. 

don’ts FOR editors.
“ IHOU SHALT Nor KILL !” 1)on'1 have a review column unless it treats of all

Gradually this, too, disappeared, and the stamp *VaB™n« quite fully, as you will create an impres- 
once more assumed its proper shade and face. I ?, , al, >",'u lla,vc a a"rPlas of space and wish to fill
watched long, but there were no furl her demonslra- 1"! k «” 1 such as this interesting reading ? “The
Hons, and I at last retired thoroughly mystified. H P’ haaa'Kht pages this month.” “ TheM.P. is an

This was three years ago, and each succeeding lmProv'mant this month over onr Iasi,” etc. 
year, an the night of December 16th, I have watched v "Î- all?w a,llcl™. v«y vagbe, in regard to Ph.
the stamp and have seen the same panorama of Fe,rm', Gvo Gould, etc., nor clippings abouf
ehimges appeur and disappear, and I am as deeply !“ y?ars old’ “nless "f gcnr'al interest, in your 
mystified as ever. r 7 magazine. 1

v^an I explain it ? No ; nor can anybody. Were r:Du",1 sPace, whh fairy stories and the like,
you to see the stamp at any time other than the anni- ™ , 6 suffL'r,nK Pulbl,c g<*>d original matter 
versary of the murder your gaze would encounter eVSiem"P^l ü‘ °n/h« ‘ dcvdut’mcn« «>f «he postal 
nothing hut an innocent-appearing postage stamp y ’ «he post-office twenty years ago^” etc.
with Washington’s portrait beaming benignly out 

It is only on this particular day that the

On

the

DON’rS FOR THE ADVANCED

Don’t think, because you have been collecting a 
few years that you “ know it all.” I recently talked 
with a collector of eight )ears’ experience who did 

iw the 1857 U.S. 3c. “outer line” variety 
He supposed it was on the sides of the stamp.
rl,;2?,l,hmk-,fC,aUSe y°U Lhave wr"‘en a few arti­
cles for the philatelic press, that you have the ability 
to edit a pa^r with yourself only as contributor as 

ori8in‘l mai,er' -d' »<* 
Do not use the album with printed 

every (?) stamp ever issued. Where will

COLLECTOR.upon you.
changes take place.

You are skeptical, of course ; I can expect nothing 
else, but stay there is one way in which I can silence 
your disbelief. Come to me on the night of Dec. 16th, 
at eight o clock, and stand with me before my album 
and gaze at the stamp. If you do not see em ugh to 
change your skepticism to belief, then you tray con- 
demn my narrative and myself to your h_art’s content.

Until such a time I shall continue to call this most 
ntcresting specimen of my collection 

“ The Demon Stamp." spaces for 
I the new


