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gote it for a hundred years, with little wooden sailing
ships, surely specially “built iron steamships would be
able to.  Undoubtedly by that time also, and perhaps
if Rumour speaks true long before, the tea trade of
China and Japan will have soughe this as the shortest
and best line to Europe, The Grand Trunk also
would find its traffie, both inward and outward, enor-
mouwly increased. For the rich provinee of Ontario
will supply almost unlimited traffic to this great
railway when once restrictions at the seaboard are
minimised, and imports pass back and forward as
freely as the products of the Country and possibly the
new Bonaventure Station might be vuilt, While our
shipping both in the Province of Quebee and in the
Maritime Provinees, would be vastly stimulated.
Becoming part of Britannia, we would like Biitannia,
rule the waves.

But I sLall be told our manufactures would be
ruined, that we should be turned into a purely agui-
cultural community, that the cities would disappear
from the face of the earth, Well I am not going into
the question as to which is the more desirable popula-
tion, a rural or an urban. 1 would not discriminate
against either ; let each have fair play, and allow
people to follow their natural bent. But I do not
thiuk in a country like Canada with a northwest such
as we have to open up, it is wise to discourage the
farmers. I propose however to show that Canadian
manufactures would not die, but that they would be
manifestly benefited by the peliey I am now advocat-
ing. Lassert that by far the larger number of Cana-
dian manufactures have noth ng to fear from the
manufacturers of England, that the great bulk of
manufactures therefore would be actually benefited by
a policy of free trade with England, and prohibition
aguinst the United States. This will appear in two
ways, First, if under the old tariff the United States
were able 1o compete with England, in any manufac-
ture for which we have equal natural facilities with
the United States, Canada, upon the United States
being shut out from competition, would be able to
compete with England.  This may not apply to cotton
in which the United States have the raw material
closer at hand, nor possibly to some kinds of hardware
80 fax as their produetion inthe United States depends
upon the supply of iron in Penusylvania, Though
in the latter case, if, as I am informed is the case, the
reason we bought our axes, chisels and other edge
tools from the States, was not that they were cheaper
than the same classes of articles produced in England,
but because they were of a pattern that the English
manufacturers did not produce, in that case Canada
would be well able to compete with England.  For
English makers are sometimes slow at adopting a new
pattern, but manufacturers in Canada could adopt and
have adopted these. And with Pig iron still imported
from England cheaper than it can be produced in
Pennsylvania in spite of a single transaction to the

contrary, we should be able to hold our own. Here
them is a list of manufactured goods, in which under
the old tariff the United States competed with England,
in some supplying a larger in others a smaller quantity
And it will be remembered that there was no dise.imi-
nation against either.

These are taken from the Re-
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turns for 1879, and include only articles whose import
exceeded $100,000, and only those that I believe are
now manufactured in Canada.

IMPORTS INTO CANADA, YEAR ENDING 30ru JUNE 1870,

Articles From United States From United Kingdom

Small wares.
Sugar, Low grades

Hais and eaps v
\Vood munutactures
Pianos

ron Castings and stoves
Wood Furnitura
‘oul. Hituminous,

(
Hoots un

shoes

huts

Carriuges .
$12,010,000

If tlen Canada could manufacture $11,000,000 of

manufactured goods that were formerly imported from
the United States, that would certainly give an impetus

to certain branches of trad

But there 13 another way in which we can arrive at
the effect that would be produced upon our manufac-
tures by free trade with England and prohibition
against the United States. Tuking the list of our
manufacturing industries given in the new Census, we
find that 60 per cent of ail industiies employiivg more
than 2000 hands were the following : Saw mills,
Boots and Shoes, Carri ge making, Preserved food,
Flour and grist mills, Cabinet and furniture, Carpen-
ters and Joiners, Tanneries, Ship yards, Agricultural
Implements, Tobaceo, Couperage, Ilarness and Saddle-
ry, Sash, door and blind factories, Shingle making,
and Cheese factories,—these giving employment to
127,000 out of 155,000, They have nothing to fear
from English, and they would certainly be benefited
by exclusion of American competition, Again 17 per
cent. more were engage in the following : Blacksmith-
ing, Diessmaking, Printing, Brick and tile making,
Bakeries, and Limekilns ; which employ 36,000 more.
These I believe would not be injuriously affected by
free trade with England. The two make together
163,000 out of 210,000, or 77 per cent. The same
percentage would hold good for the minor industries,—
those employing & smaller number of hands, The
total industrial employees were 255,000 of which 7
per cent. is 196,000. These I claim would gain,
Lven the others though they would have to face English
competition, would have cheaper raw material and
machinery than they have now and would have the
protection afforded by the cost of carviage from England
to Canada. I think therefore I am right in saying
that the only elass that could in any way suffer, would
be a small fraction of Hot house Protegees, whose
industrics should never have been established in the
country, as we do nuot possess natural facilities for
carrying them on piofitably,

(7o be continued.)




