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Tile decreases in canal revenue in 1899 were : \\ 1- 
land, $50/105; St. Lawrence, $<i,m ; Ottawa, $1 - .5, 
making together, $58,261, against which wvre inen 
vs: Chamlilv, $(>.<>74; other canals, $1,5(11, ntak -ig 
a total ol $8,235 ; which, taken front the gross anu.i 'ii 
of decreases leaves $50.02(1 as the decline in c.i ii 
revenue in i8<ji> as compared with 18<j8.

The freight carried up and down the Wella I 
i anal in 18144 was as follows:

miles. The Sault Ste. Marie Canal extends 5.9(17 
feet; it has only one link which is *F*' feet by Cm feet, 
and lowest .h-ptli 20 feet 3 inches, the total rise be
ing 18 feet Another water course runs from this 
city to 1 Ittawa. and turns down to Kingston, a total 
distance of 245 miles. The rivers < Mtawa and Rideau 
arc part of this water-way. I"be canals on this route 
are: Lachine. 8 1-2 miles; St."Anne’s lock and piers, 
1-8 of a mile; Carillon ( anal, 3-4 of a mile; (iren 
ville, 5 3 4 miles; from Ottawa to Kingston, 126 1-4 
miles, tin-re are 35 locks Resides these main lint- 
canals there are others on the line of the Richelieu 
river ; in Ontario, through the I'eterliorough district; 
in (ape It ret on, and a number of branches acting as 
feeders to the Rideau and Welland systems.

The total quantity of freight jiassc.l through tile 
several divisions of the canals during 1899 is as fol
lows:
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Here we find how marked is the advantage ,f 
American vessels in the carrying trade from I .a 
l-'rie to this |mrt ; they had return cargoes westw.n I

?

equal to 41 per cent, of those brought eastwai-1, 
whereas the Canadian vessels had westward ret m n
cargoes to extent of only 4.19 per cent., just about 
one-tenth of the American. The total expenditure 
on the canals in Canada to June 30th, 191x1, 
$*V-°43vR4. of which $35,053,171 was spent in 
struction, and $43.9/1,612 for enlargements, 
new Soulangc* canal cost $5.792,066. If the value 
of facilities for transport were measured by the per
centage the net revenue received from canals hc.i, - 
to the outlay, we fear our canal system wuu.d In- 
found wanting, if weighed by such a balance. Hut, 
so narrow a view does not prevail in Canada, neither 
as regards our canals nor railways. We haw ui- 
lightenment enough in this Dominion to recognize 
that water-ways and roadways are of incalculable 
value, for they are absolutely essential to the 
mercial life of tlie country.
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Tin- Chicago Trade Report for 1R99 gives 19,396,- 
518 as the total number of bushels of grain shipped 
from that city for tran-it through C anada in 1899 
The value of the exports from Chicago to Canada 
by water in 1899 was $5,319,197. The total quan
tity of through freights passed eastwards and west
wards through the Welland and St. I.awretire canals 
from Fake Frie to Montreal in the last ten years was 
as follows;
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! BRITISH AMERICA ASSURANCE COMPANY.

The sixty-seventh annual meeting of the Itriti.-li 
America Assurance ( ompany was held at Toronto 

•he 281 h February, the Honourable Senator Cox. 
president, in me chair. I he company having vnteri I 
new fields where business connections have been v- 
lahlished, enjoyed a much larger premium in 1900 
I he Marine business has also shown improved 
ditions. I he lire premium receipts were: $1,575.. 
Z4, and marine, $459,604, making a total of $2 
O.I5.50*. from which $163.267 is deducted in the rex 

account for re-insurance, leaving the net pre
mium receipts $1,872,241. Premium on new stock 
to amount of $37.500 was received, and $41,491 fur 
interest and rent account. The total of 
ccipts is $1,951.233. I he fire basses are reported a- 
$972.007. and marine losses, $3104*1. Commission- 
and tuner charges amounted to $559,246, and 
$49,031. Ihese items of outgo make a total of $1 
*90.348, which, taken from $1,951,233 total 
leaves a balance of $6o,83S. The Reserve brought 
(tom 1899 was $577,687. to this is added $5,330 for 
appreciation of securities, and $(*>.885, balance of
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The disparity t>r tween thr volume of freight nr 
rivd eastward from l*ake Krie to this |*irt, and th.it 
taken on the westward trip 1» very striking, the aver
age ratio of the westward firiglit to the eastward for 
ten wars. iS*#u to having been only J.58 per
cent.
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For the same |K-rii*l llie revenue from all the 
canals was as follows: revenue re

II. truut.
»
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