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NOTE AND COMMENT.

The Scotch Presbyterian Mission in
Kafraria, South Africa, has had a most
eventful year. There has been a gleat
revival, during which over 150 were nd-
mitted to the candidate classes for mem-
bership. The church building. was in
a bad condition, and it has been repaired
at a cost of about §1,000, the money for
which was contributed by the natives,

If men rob God of His honor on the
Babbath they will be robbed on the
same principle of their day of rest. The
reasoning Is plain as A B C.  If sport
is allowed on the Sabbath the sanctity
of the day is destroyed, and when the
sanctity of this day is destroyed, the
Ins® barrier to Sunday toll
awiy. And our workmen are doomed
t> 365 days of toil in the year,

OfMcially there were Yorn in Manhat-
tan in the last year 50,100 babies, of
whom 29,843 were hoys and 20,358 girls.
No better illustration of the cosmopolitan
character of New York's population ecan
be afforded than by the fact that of
this total only 11,903 had hoth parents
American, - Of the 47,074 infants of
foreign extraction only 1,781 were of
mixed foreign parentage,-the rest 47,-
203, having- parents of the same nation-
ality.  The race which scored heaviest
was the Hebrew, with more than 16,000
Next comes the Italian with 11,208,

That the Hindoo child-marringe evil
has ot been over-exaggerated by mis-
slonaries is evident from the Iatest ln-
dian census, which shows that in Bengal
alone there are 538 widows who are
less than 1 year old: there are #%1 be-
tween the ages of 2 and 8 years, and
1.756 hetween 3 and 4. while between
4 and 5 the number is 3.861. No less
than 34,705 widows are hetween 5 and.
10 venrs of age, and between the nges
of 10 and 15 the enormous tdta] fs 75.-
£90 widows. In the presidency of Ben-
gal almost every fourth girl is a child-
widow:.

“That which Is ealled a mew enre for

' is nble
attention in medical eircles. The Brook-
Iyn° Engle states that the announcement
is made by-the New York Post Gradunte
Hospital in a recent cirenlar that thie
vegetable compound hasx heen accepted
ar a positive cure,  That it has proved
effectnal in many cases there it no doubt;
that it .whl so prove in all enses the pub-
lic will be slow to belleve. Dr, Russell,
the: discoverer of the remedy, savs that
he s aseured that it is a valuable ad-
dition to the dlet, that it has been nsed
with remarkable regnlts, but that:saf-
clent time has not elapsed since it came
into' we to Justify sweeping statements
as to its value In al) cases.
——

The Catholic Record of London, Ont.,
is a stannch friend of the temperance
movement,-and in its columns are often
found some of the strongest: arguments
for. this reform. .: In a recent issue it
says:—"Bat we are glad to note that the
army of ‘good fellows,' who begin by
drinking an_abnorinal wmount of whis-
key and end ordidarily as physieal and
moral derelicts, 18 not’ getting many re-
i, % e e
fasbion. ., the an we
‘so far as the Catholic is.concerned. This
is as it should he, . May we sti]l furth-
er listen-to the advice of the Chureh and
hasten the day when the drink-dispenser
will be unknown as a member of any
Catholic parish.”

is  swepr

In view of the fact that Americans
are commonly inclined to regard South
Europeans as inferior in ‘civilisation,
nentality and morality to the Anglo-
Saxons, it is matter of interest to learn,
says the 8t. Louis Christian Advocate,
that the Sunday laws of Spain are said
to be more rigidly enforced than those
of the United States. In many muui-
cipalities in this country there are no
Sunday laws; in many others, they are
practically a dead letter through the in-
difference or inefficiency of officias charg-
ed with their execution, but in Spain
there is some evidence to show that the
Sunday laws are rigidly enforced, to the
letter in fact, both by the police and by
the officials responsible for the execution
of the statutes, More forms of lahor
are regarded ns necessary work in Spain
than in the United States. But Spain
enforces her laws against unnecessary
work on Sunday.

Because of the shrinkage of the
Peter’s pence fund, owing to the decrease
in contributions from France, the Pope
is still practicing measures of economy.

A prominent missionary worker in the
United States was recently Leard to re-
mark: “The more I know of Cuba, the
more 1 am impressed with the opportan-
ity for mission work = thera” The
Southwestern Presbyterian says: “He
was right; that opportunity is just seven
hundred miles long and sixty-five wiles
wide. It is found in every city, town,
and hamlet, for everywhere the people
are rendy to listen and many to believe,
The Cubansg are naturally g teligions
pevple.  Atheists and infidels are ex-
tremely rare.  Spiritualism and other
vagaries run riot, yet it is rather a feel-
ing after something better than this
which they have, and not an abandon-
ing of religion. Perhaps 90 per cent.
of the men are never seen within a
church, yet this is rather a silent pro-
test agninst existing abuses and errors
than otherwise, All public men from
the President down, wish to see some
church established in every nook and
corner of the island and give equal pro-
tection and aid to all,

‘An English , Mr. Havelock Ellis,

He has withdrawn fi i
from the clerical press in Rome and
throughout Ttaly, with the result that
several dailies will suspend publication,
During the last five years John Bull's
indulgence in intoxicants has been under-
going a marked and progressive decline,
which during the past twelve months
was represented by a drop of nearly
£5.500,000 from the total of the previous
year's drink bill, and a deduction of
little less than £17,000,000 from the
expenditure of 1880, If this rate of
diminished consumption could only be
maintained for a score of years, the
Unt’ed Kingdom would certainly take
a very high place among the most tem-
perate nations of the world.

“It is stated * on aunthority’ that as
an immediate result of The Czar's re-
seript for liberty of worship, in which
he specifically abolishes the religious
disabilities of Roman Catholies in Po-
land, in the governments of Siedlec and
Lublin no less than 26,000 persons have
renouneed allegiance to the Holy Eastern
Church and returned to their ancestral
confession, Tt is stated that the Polish
press has been forbidden to make any
reference to the subject, and that the
Russian Church authorities are taking
stringent measures to check the exodus.
The ‘Moscow Gazette’ anticipates that
the reversions to Romanism in Poland
may reach half a million, Now this may
all be so, Nevertheless it is a fact, un<
lesa all reports are untrue, that M. Pobie-
donostdeff, alarmed at the exodus of
Christian men and women from the true
fold, is eager to check it, and is assid-
uously working to that end.

The Scottish correspondent of a Lon-
don paper says—“Dundee is the latest
of the big cities to suocumb to the de-
mand for a service of Sunday cars. Last
week .the rate-payers by a majority of
over 4,000 in a plebiscite poll of some-
where under 30,000, deelared themselves
In favour of their lnmngm. and the
Lord Provost pronounced fhe majority
a decisive’'one. -~ On Sunday last, which,
as it happened, was a very bright and
bracing day, a limited service was pro-
vided, and was fully taken advantage
of. On the same day 1 was greatly in-
terested in hearing the town’s band play-
ing at the pavilion on the Tinks at the
little town of Montrose, abont an hour's
train journey north of Dundee; Buch
things are common enough in Fneland
hut that this should be dope in Scdtiand,
in a town of the dimensions of Mantrose
notwithstanding that the local band con-
finen its performances to sacred nu‘o:—
Is to be taken as a sign of the times,

recently tabulated the comparative out-
put of eminent science men by the three
British  kingdoms thus—“In science
Scotland stands very high, Ireland ex-
tremely low. The distribution of scien-
tific men is as follows—English, 84:
Welsh, 2; Scoteh 21; Trish, 1; Scotch-
English, 7; Scotch Irish, 2: FEnglish-
Irish, 1. In order to realise the extraor-
dinary preponderance of the Scoteh over
the Irish contingent, it must be remem-
bered that until the present century the
population of Iréland has been mnuch
Iarger than that of Scotland.” The Bel-
fast Witness refers to the inferior nos-
ition held by TIreland in the following
terms:—“Now some failures of the Trish
may be uninstly set ‘down to the Roman
Catholic religion, being really due to race
or other circnmstances. But thig fail-
ure in science is probably dne to the
relicions factor, for the Reman Chureh
disconrnges the study of modern sclence,
and seems renlly afraid of it. Hence
the snocess of Roman Cathalics in other
directions, such as languages and math-
ematics.”

The following description of Fifth Ave-
nue Presbyterian, Church (apnearing in
the “Christian World”) will intercst all
who remember the lat> pastor, Dr. Jiln
Hall-“Fifth Avenue Presbyterian Church
in New York, is, withont exception, the
most besutiful church T have ever seen. It
was built regardless of expense, but every-
thing is in the most perfect taste. Tt is
one of the finest specimens of eeslesinati.
eal architecture in the world. There is a
striking novelty in the arrangement of
seats which surprises English visitors—the
#'de galleries slope down several feet at
at the pulpit end of the church, and the
front rows of seats in the area are com
sideradly lower than those in the centre,
but the result is, of course, that every
member of the congregation has a full view
of the preacher. There are two features of
the service which are unfamiliar to the
British church-goer, - hut which always
strike me as being wisely arranged and
well worthy of imitation—the morning ser-
vice beging with the singing of the Doxol-
ogy, and a brief prayer is offered when the
offertory is handed in by the deacons. TIn
Fngland, if we use the Doxology at all, we
finish with it, but how inspiring it is to
ear a great congregation begin the morn-
ng ‘worship with ‘Praise God, from whom
all blessings flow!” And T verily believe
that if English ministers offered a short

ngs,
#mall givers would be heartily ashamed of
their meanness, and collections would large-
ly increase,’
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