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])urts. If n country at war is not able to get goods from abroad

and if, at the ^anlt• time, the population which it can spare fron;

the army is not sufficient to sui)ply continuously from its own

natural resources the minimum needs of the civil population

and the army, then it is hound, in the long run, to become eco-

nomically weak and to lose the war ; but the period through which

a country can carry on a war, even under these conditions, is

indefinite. Therefore, there is no real groiuul for suq>rise at

the duration of the present struggle.

However, a stiidy of the costs oi the war is interesting and

imp<jrtant from another \iewpoint. It helps us more easily to

determine not only the burden we are creating for ourselves and

our posterity, but it assists us in deciding how great a propor-

tion of our expenditures, may well come from taxation rather

than loans. Of course, there is a limit to income from the former

siiurce even in peace time. We can not without disaster push *tx-

atioii to the impairment of capital: but this limit, after all, is

somewhat elastic.

'Ihc e\];enditures fi r the war -(3 far are staggering to the

imagination. By the end of last December, according tv) our

.luthor's figures, the direct war exiienditures of the Entente Al-

lies were about S79,500,0(^).00(\ while that of the Central Powers

and their allies was about S38.50O,tKX),O(X), makmg a grand total

of abont SI IS.OOO.OW.OOO ti> rejiresent the direct exi)enditure for

this awful carnage. .\s the author well remarks, "after all de-

ductions and allowances are made the economic cost remains

an appalling one." lUit unl)orn generations will continue to pay

the costs in other ways than money. Human vitality, morality

and all that makes ii.r the welfare Iwth of the individual and

society ha\e been ^n ih'sorganized that it will taki 'ong time

for the world to recover. To lie sure there are sonn. compensa-

tions. Just what these are and how they may l>e valued we can

not clearly tell until peace comes. Meanwhile, while we 'can not

now stop to count the cost, that cost should l)e one of the wam-
im; !c-si iir- of tlic future.
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