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OHBMISTRY OF AORICULTURB.
'

ANALTSKS OP SAMPFiBS OK SOILS AND KEBTIMZKBH, &0., FOR PARMRRS.

I Hhiill now paHH on to npoak of tho Hecond diviHion of my work nnrnolv tho
oxaminiilion and loporting on miniploH mm in by farmorH for nnalvHiH This work
iB an over incioiwinK ono. I H.ii)p.mo tlmt tl.iH branch in b.^cofnin.' i.opiilar boc^aimoour armorH mo learning the UHcfiilnoHH of chomioal information and hIho fiom tho
lact that no ohartro m mmlo for our oxa.ninalionH. Of courHo, it in hardly noccsHary
l()r mo to ad<l that no analyHCH aro mado, tho rosiiltH of which would bonofit tho in.lt
vidiial on y. Huch Hhould ri^'htly ho iindortakon at private oxponHo. Tho nmullH
of a I jinalyHOH mado, and tho dodnctionH from th.^n, aro of that oharactor that whonnublmhod thoy may Horvo to bonofit a lar^o portion of tho farming community.
Durtufi; tho f)aHt year la^J Hamph-H havo in thin way boon rocoivod from farmorn.

liy the Chairman

:
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Q. Ifl.JHampioHofHoilH?—A. No; notaltogothor. Of that numbor3G were natural
lortihzorH, (iompriHin/r ,n„,|H, muokn, poat, wood anhoH, marl and L'yi'^urn At nro-
vjouH mootuiKHof Ihiscommittoo I liavodiHcuHHod tho valuoof thoHodiflcront matorials
tor lortili/.M-g purpoHos, and it will not thoroforo bo nccoHMary to Hpoak aH to their
compoHition on tho prosont occiiHion. I may remind tho oommitto.^ that the exam-
ination ol all conimorciul fortili/,orn hold in Canada iw annually undorlakon by tho
JnlandKovonuo Dopartmont, to which <loj)artmont tho work in iiMHiKncd by Htaluto

Of HmlH, 41 HamploH wore hont in. Thcso woro not Hubmittcd to complcto
analyHiH, f„r HU.-h ^y()lild noithor bo poHnibio, owinj,' to tho very lar^'o amount of work
It ontailH, nor, in tho Hocond phico, would it bo doHlrablo or profitable. Tho hihtory
ol tho HoilH HO Hont in, an loKiirdH manuring and d'oppin^, in uncortain, and tho
sampling iH not taken with that caro that innuroH tho Hi.mpio forwaidod bointrthoroughly roproHonlativo. Wo havo thoroforo no data that would warrant a lar^e
cxpon.liturooftimoonour part, for the romiltH would bo of very uncertain valueWo however, make a preliminary phyHJcnl and chemical (examination of hucH hoIIh"and from tho data so obtained, woaroablo to rei)ort to tho Hondcr, uh to thoir tfoncral'
character, what. cropH thoy are bostmiitod for,an.l whatfortili/.erH and treatment will
probably give the bent roHultH. In thJH way, we have been able, I think, to <lo a UMofuIwork, although it m not of that complete and detailed nature that characteri/.on the
examination of hoiIh, tho hintory of whi(di wo know and which aro typical examples
ot large aroiw. 1 ho information we havo tlniH been onablod to give to farmers
soorns to bo of value, and appreciated, nitico every year a larg(>r number of numpleH aio
sent in.

1
have learned from many farmorH that thoy have materially improved

their HOI by fo lowing out the HUggoHlionH given. In one caHO, an when the noil has
boon light and Hnn.iy, tho advice ban been to turn under a green crop such ascover; in another iimtanco, aw whon the Hoil has been a Htitf clay, <lraining has boon
Htroiigly recommended. In othorn, tho treatment of muck hoUh with I i mo and wood
aHhoH, tho Mutability of the soil nont for cerealn and root cropH. aro amongnt themore important foaturon of the report. Thene, briefly, may serve as indicating thonature of the reports sent to farmers regarding their soils.

WELL WATERS.

During tho past yoar, forty namplen of farmers' water nupplios havo been
analysed and rop.n-tod on. Tho importance of jmre water, I am glad to say is fastbecoming recognized by our agricultural population. Many aro now seek ini: to
preserve their water supplies from pollution. When all realize the risk in drinkintrimpure water, when all aro convinced that for dairy purposos pure water is indi^
ponsablo to good roHuitH, then wo may hope for an improvement of tho water
supplies on Canadian farmn. We take every poHsible opportunity to speak against
the pernicious habit of sinking wells in the barnyard And HtabloH Wo
(maeavour to oiuphasize the equal importance of good water with nutritious food.When farmors learn that there is direct scientific testimony establishing tho out.breakH of epidemics as typhoid, diphtheria, scarlet fever and tho like, with con-taminated water, f .y will pay greater attention to this question of pure water


