
"sprout" tbo potatoes before plantitiR. Medium-sizcnl tuljcrs arc sclcotpJ l)eforo thoy

have begun to sprout and placed in single layers in shallow boxes or trays with the

seed end up. The boxes are then put in a brijiht, airy, cdoI i)lac'c, where the tempera-

ture is low enou>;h to prevent sproutiiifr. After a few days the jwtatoes will turn

KrtN>n and the skin beeoines nuieh toucher than before the ixitatnes were exposed. Th((

l)otatoes are now ftiven a little more hi>at. but still kept in a l)ri^'ht. airy i)lace. From
the seed end will now develop two or tiiree stronp sprouts and the ()l)ject of exiMJtiiiifr

the i)otatoes at first to touphen the skm is now apparent, for most of the eyes do not,

start and prartieally the wliolo strength of the iX)tato is ('(incentrated in a few spmut^

at the end. Tliis is what is desired, as tlie fewer sprouts there are the larger i)ropor

tion of marketable potatoes there will be. If the potatoes an^ given plenty of light

and the plae*! where they ar<> kept fairly cool, the sprouts will become! very stur(l,v

and strongly attached to thi- tuber and will not be broken off in handling unless very

careles.sly used. Tubers will develo]) more ([uickly from si>roiits made slowly in a

bright, cool, place than from .sprouts wbicb hav(^ grown rapidly in a dark place, ami

furthermore, the yields will be much heavier. Potato(>s whieli r-prout in the dark are.

moreover, very difficult Ut handle, as the sjirouts break off very easily. It is not abso-

lutely necessary- to place the potatoes with tlie seed ends up as very satisfactory results

are obtaiu'cd when i)otatoes are emptied indiscriminately into sliallow lH)Xes or trays

and then treated as already descrilxHl. The sprovits shouhl be al)out tw.) inches in

b'ligth at time of planting. If longer the sets are more difficult to Imndle.

The warmest an<l Iwst drained soil that can be obtained should be used for extra

early potatoes and thi' -els shoultl Ik- planted shallow so that tliey will get th<^ advan-

tage of the heat from the surface soil. The potatoes are planted whob-, as they do not

rot as readily as cut jiieees, and the sjirouts also have more to draw on. TIh' sprouts

arc, of course, left uppermost when tU)' j)otato is ])lanteil. As nin>t cxtr:. early varie-

ties have small tops the sets may, as a rule, be j)lanted a little <'loser than for the main
crop.
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The leaves of the iwtato vine must be kept intact and in a thrifty condition if a

maximum crop is to be obtained, and both insects and (!isea>e> -hould and can he

fought and comiuered if the well-known and thonjughly tested preventativis and

remedies are used.

^~praying tor the Colorado potato beetle should not he delayed initil the vines are

h.ioiv i.'ijuretl. 'Ut preparation should he made to r-i)ray a> soon as the lai'va^ or young

hn;:.- hatch. In about a week after the eggs are laid the young bi'etles or larva' ajipear

ani! begin to devour the foliage with a rapidity which is only too well known. The

la,-t l)rood of larva', which di>appear into the soil before severe t'ro-l, pupate there,

•.cmaining in the gnnnul in the form of iiertVet insect- until the following -iiring.

Fortunately, there are good n niedles for this insect in Paris green, arsenate .it' 1. ;h1.

iind other insecticides. The importanci' of preserving the foliage as nearly iiit ict a>

Iiossible has already been impressed (Ui our readers. It is well known that the lo>s in a

crop where the vines have been allowed to be devoured by potato bi'cl'es is enormous,

the crop sometimes being scarcely worth digging. The longer the sprayinj? is delayed

',;' greater loss there will he. If cheap help can be obtained it will be advisable to spray

the vines wh'U they are quite small, or pick oti the old beetle^ before they have deposited

their eggs, but if help is scarce it may not he [lossihle to do this, and the temiitation to

leave the ohl "bugs" alone is great, as they do little iniury to the foliage. I'ntor-

tunately, on perhaps the majority of farms, nothing is done to destroy tlie potato


