
INTROntCTION.

THIS invr-iiKation of thi" iiiuttotitish \vu- lnnuii in <iii|» r ti.

olif.iin >(in(f dftinil*' ..'oitnatinii iii it>({jitil in it- lift -lii-tur >

an'l .ibiinilninc, r(>lal .^ to ihf pi-'iliilil y nl pi kiiiu ihi

fi>h on th»' riiiirkfl f.w iIh' [tiirpuM' cf aiinmcntiiiii tlu' fnml ii|)ply

flurinn th<' war. Hrftirc ihf ^Imly \va- cuinpli'l'il l"" -itiiiti'H

in rrsp<ct to tho war was chaiiK*''!. Ilowrvcr, in \u\\ , I'

( '.ina.lM

fufiir*' itnTi'asf in po' ilation imfl Uw prohalili' liiniiniHic' ii

quantity of spa fooii -wpplifs from prcstiit •iniir<t's, it i- ol

tani'c to ronsidcr possild.' ftitiirf xiurf'"^ whctlHT for nni i
'•

or future tisi'. Tills .s important in ((uincrtioii with the i; ..if

in cost of I'vinR. for thf in,t of sea fon<ls shoi'M remain ••ompara-

tivply low least f(;r a \>ry ioiifi timt', li-can-f »' Mi'- lowrr co^t ct

produi'tion. 'I'lio niuttMntisli, for fxamplf, occur ali/n;: the .\tl:intic

roast in considj-rahlf numl>crs and arc taken li\ ti>liernieii on the

set lines (trawls) aloni: with haddnck. cod, I'tc, and in loli-ter tr.ip-.

hut are thrown back into the water sii.re there i> at pn-ent mi

market for them. Profo-or Prince, Dominion < "onmii- -inner ol

Fisheries, in speaking in i!U5 before the ( 'omini>sioii of ((innerva-

tion in Canada im " rnutilized Fisheries Resources." said coneem-

ing this fish; "In reuaril to this utilization of these lesser-known

fish or fish not valued, I may say that the stalT at the liioloicical

station at St. Andrews, N'.B., have for the last two or three -ea-<in-

been trying on the mess table all kinds of fish and you would be

astonished at the result in the case of sr mc fish tli.'it iienple threw

away and (lid not regard as edible at a' There i- one li-li cailed

the rock-eel or mother-of-eels, a green eel-like anim;il. It i-

viviparous, that is, produces its young .tlive, and is 'iltoireiher a

peculiar fish. A large one may weigh a couple of pound-. We
found that the rock-eel iZonrccfi) liad white flesh of -pli ndid

flavour and our staff declared it one of the best fish they had had

on the table. That is a fish that could be utilized: there are greit

quantities aIoi\g the shores and it is a produ' t the fo()d value of

which has not been realized at all."

DKSCRIPTION

The body of the muttonfish is compre-^ed and tnp> ts posteri-

orly to a point around which is a very narrow puinteil t.ail fin. The

head is slightly depressed and rel.atively larce ami heavy in the

older specimens. The sexes are indistinjiuislial'le externally except

in the older .specimens where the he;id appears to be somewhat

larger and heavier in the male. The mouth is l;irge .and the >trong

jaws he&r strong blunt, conic teeth. The dorsjd fin i- very Ions;.
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