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and progress. The ten years of Parr’s administration of govern­
ment marked the disappearance of thousands, who were but 
the flotsam and jetsam of an excited period of our history: men 
who had no living interest in the welfare of our province, who 
had come for plunder alone, and swelled the demoralization 
of a garrison and naval station.

During Parr’s administration, several important settlements 
were made through the province, notably Shelburne in 1784, 
and Parrsboro in 1786. Guysborough was also settled under 
the guidance of Sir Guy Carleton, with several disbanded regi­
ments of veteran soldiers. Our exports of lumber and dried 
fish increased. Our merchants, particularly Brymer and Belcher, 
Michael Wallace, Black, Forsyth & Co., and the Scottish Guild 
of Mercantile men, sent large consignments to the Mediterranean 
and the East. The deep-sea voyages were founded. The trade 
for sugar and indigo was begun. The profitable and long mono­
polised trade with Mauritius was inaugurated by our leading 
men. The Charitable Irish, the St. George’s, the High German 
Societies were founded during this term of oEce. The streets 
were improved and Halifax put on the semblance of a quiet 
British town, instead of the swaggering improvident and dissi­
pated rendezvous appearance, which had marked its make-up 
since its foundation in 1749. In the interval, a large number 
of wealthy men had left Halifax for Britain. They had accumu­
lated wealth and retired from business, but at this time there 
were many who had been fortunate, and preferred to remain. 
The greater part of the large fleet and garrison was ordered 
home, and the inhabitants having time to spare, engaged in a 
ceaseless round of dissipation. It began with a levee and recep­
tion on January 1st, 1786.

The 5th January, Queen Charlotte's birthday, was celebrated 
by universal drinking, and by a grand ball at the Pontac. The 
description in the Gazette two days after, will serve for about 
ten other social events, which took place between New Year’s 
day, and the 14th of February. It runs thus,—


