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T™he role of the pioneer in Canadisn development has oftem been

dessribed. The pionesr has been locked upom as an explorer, a fur trader,
& farmer who first broke the plains with his plew, or lévelled the forests %o
build & home. There have been, as in all new lands; pionsers in agriculture,
in industrial development, in missiomary enterprise, in seientifie ashiovement.
But in Canada, at least simse Confederation, we have had fewer pioneers of
ancther sort. Of ploneers in pelities there have been pertaps & handful; of
plonsers in the sceial approassh to the political needs of Canada one has beem
pre-eninmt for more than forty years, William Lyem Maskensie King.

It was & new thing, in 1900, for a man still in his twenties, to be
nlldu”hmm&owofhwﬁm.ofﬁuhhm~
the first deputy minister, ximén-n oven more remarkable to entrust this

- o
responsibility to a man whose baokground and persuasion had been strengthened
first by post-graduate study in the United States, Britain and abdroad, and had

been sharpened by firet~hamd, enquiring sortast with industrial eonditicns of

an anti-goeial and revelting kind. It may mot have been a pleasant dissovery,
this sesking ocut the facts of the sase, vhere the uniforms of postal employees
wore made unior sweat-shop econditions. Bub is miried the man Mackensie King
with & stasp of soeial concern whish is #till a vibrant ami perhaps the major
um.'ld'hh‘!h. beings over all mations is humanity, and it is hmmnity
whish must be the mster, not the servant. |

The man Maskensie King was marked cut for some part of the arema of
pelitics. His grendfather, M“hmm.mﬁomtmmw—
versialist in Canada's political dovelopment under Sritish sovereiganty; and

W.L.M. King Papers, Memoranda and Notes, 1940-1950,
MG 26 J 4, Volume 304, pages C210238-C211339
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