Storks Sno Cones and sun Iovers

by Suzanne Kennedy

Eugene Onegin

by Pyotr Tchaikovsky

based on a poem by A. Pushkin
performed at The O'Keefe Centre

If your vision of opera is a
screaming soprano with lip palsy
stuffed into a tight, satin-ball
gown, then Eugene Onegin is not
the opera for you

Written by Tchaikovsky, and
based on a Pushkin poem of the
same name, this low-key opera
tels the tragic story of a young
girl, Tatiana, who falls in love with
an arrogant, aristocrat, Eugene
Onegin

The Canadian Opera Company
performed this deeply stirring
work in Russian, with English
subtitles. The cast was good, but
unfortunately, their lack of en-
thusiasm shone through. Rus-
sian baritone, Sergei Leiferkus,

sang the lead with wonderful clar-
ity, but, unfortunately, he lacked
the stage presence needed for
such an arrogant, aristocratic
character. In any ballroom or
crowd scene, he completely
became lost among the other
members of the cast. There was
not enough spark in his perfor-
mance to hold my attention.

Carol Varness' Tatiana was
another story. Against the rustic
setsof Actland Il, she shone like
a candle, her presence com-
pletely mesmerizing the entire
audience. In the letter writing
scene, her voice permeated the
theatre with a magic that sus-
pended the moment in time, and
sent shivers up my back.

Tenor John Graham-Hall gave
an equally riveting performance

Tenor John Graham-Hall as Lenski and baritone Segei Leiferkus as Eugene ()ngi in haovy’s )
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as the romantlc and jealous
Lenski. He performed an aria that
transcended the subtitles, rend-
ering them unnecessary.
Unfortunately, the costumes of
Michael Stennets, and the cho-
reography of Terry Gilbert ver-
ged on the comic. | initially
looked forward to settings re-
plete with fancy gowns and flow-

-ing dance numbers.

Instead, | got Tatiana looking
like a Russian Sno-Cone, who
had forgotten to put her arms in
the sleeves of her costume.
Equally as ridiculous were a
bunch of women wearing hats
that made them look like a sun-
worshipping cult, and a group of
men who performed a stork mat-
ing dance.

If you are new to opera, | would

recommend this as a starting
point, regardless of the storks,
because the music is simple yet
stirring, while the vocals are sub-
tly compelling.

Eugene Onegin is playing at
the O'Keefe Centre October 4, 7,
10 and 12. Tickets range from
$18.50 to $82.00, and are availa-
ble at TicketMaster or the
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ONTARIO MEDICAL SCHOOL
APPLICATION SERVICE

APPLYING TO MEDICAL SCHOOL?

Applications for all Ontario Medical Schools must be
received by the Ontario Medical School Application
Service (OMSAS) before 12:00 noon November 1, 1990,
for Fall 1991 Admissions.

Foi applications wiite to:

0.M.A.S.
P.0. Box 1328
Guelph, Ontario

N1H 7P4

Store Hours
Mon. to Thurs.
Friday

736-5274 - FAX:736-5662

11:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
11:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.|

736-5274 - FAX:736-5662
Store Hours
Mon. to Thurs.
Friday

10:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m.
10:00 am. to 3:00 p.m.

Sale prices are valid until Oct 29/90
or while supplies last. ltems must be
picked up no later than Oct 31/90.
Items sold on a first-come,
first-served basis. Prices subject

to change without notice.

The IBM PS/1,

¢ 2,099

a new kind of personal computer
that brings it all home:

ease of use, power and value

4 80286 microprocessor
¢ 10MHz clock speed speed

¢ 1MB of memory
4 30MB Hard Disk

¢ 1-1.44MB, 3.5" disk drive disk ¢ Mouse

4 Photo VGA Colour Display

4 Real time clock

IBM Model 55

step into the power of an IBM computer

Strengths

4 80386SX microprocessor
¢ 16MHz clock speed

¢ 2MB of memory
¢ 1-1.44MB, 3.5"
4 60MB Hard Disk

$ 3,549

IBM Is registered trade-mark and Personal System/1 and PS/1 are trade-marks of

Monitor Extra

4 2400 Baud modem
4 Enhanced keyboard

¢ PS/1 Computer system tutorial ¢ |BM DOS V4.01

4 Microsoft WorksV2.0 (which includes word
processing, spreadsheet, database and
communications systems)

IBM Personal Laser

¢ 5 Page Per Minute
& HP LaserJet Emulation
4 HP Plotter Emulation

$ 1,399

Options
Font Cartridge starting at
Toner Cartridge

PostScript Catridge

1MB Memory Upgrade

IBM 12" VGA Mono Display

International Business Machine Corporation, © Copyright IBM Canada Ltd., 1990,

IBM 13" VGA Colour Display




