
The black King's murder1 Fear nd Ioathîng in 1955

M ontgomery was a basf
place for blacks in 1955. As
Americans commemorate the
lentieth anniversary of theya

cf lils deaîh, îhey may haiefon
their memories drifting bacc to
19)55, and the îown of Mont-

gomery.
Au le tite rtet ofthe tural Soath, Mont-

gomery hiados ite fotcid se ese separts
aid sobetaidard puic tadulities sucit as

ssfees, hos aid train statios, restae-

ceîtitotieeat' amepddmets enoedf.,RdîlIy
rsteseutiteri btavis,mhoeetWashiig-

tee, OC, se H raaya Mred ne
ealy as close te tithSia it i rs
la , legregaieecand itatredîhas goeed

theahgit mwhite itatred et ittacs exteided!
fcr Hayeîd separate tacilites, paritapi vo-

siter did titi segrigtivi laiaosale Mnt-
gemiry hicis mese thai on titi puic itus
syste. gicaostesilacissesiedccrs,itont
dipevdde poic traîsit te gî them te
ced trem p mers.o sectiv s segregated
and itiavts had te sit at the Havi. Whitiheir
seans min tull, hîis, îociadiîg titi îldîrlyandtiirmhadestaditilehieea..
remcioid empty. Biacits had te enter ar titi
treer, puy titi drive, exit, and titis revtýner
titrugit titi havis der te taise sheir prepirmarns. Th' p-es mas itumiiatiîg, scrri
aid indicatîce et titi shechiig tretneet
accerded te biacs citiaes in titi Old Coite-
diracymiict maietaiiid its pathesicviee

et gitlsyprîcd t iier rcesay et
igetry tomard c race hrely trie Item titi
sitacities et sicvery.

Bcr en Devember 1915, c blacis ci.mai
vamud R-s Parts rilsad te gise op herseat
toamitte,aedshîsschagederrisvrimî

bty Montgoery police. le hir dîeese,
itlacis churcies en Mentgoeryergaeiiu zdc

hus _evr.ad cith.s, iîr ect
leadîr a yeueg preaciter, recentiyarri in
Montgomery trev Atlaîra, ecmid Manin

atrKng.
Ringmatoeiiecnyileadrbeoutirilais

tad se"e; hispoeistithetireaed pcsset titi Baprds poipît, itot hi spoie re et
iteavîîî ehu ttmoalslaii
titi sin et bigery 'ý, 'coe-d digty et ea"cit
lîdlivîdual riadiess et rce. Hie spoke
titi iaogecge ef Claidiiai _irolenee aid

.nosehere did the segrega-
lion les affect Montgomery
bîsoks more Ihan On the
public bus syslem.

Dgeieefsralere le Allat
civil diueie imd vsîeg thei tactc,
Riog led the itacis in vemnplitily sheîîeng
cwn the Movtgomery tranis systese.

tKing aise amiee the vnimiealty sdate
Eisenheswer admiitratie, and aht 382
hoycottdays and the aid of Isedera iîtee

tit ho systs sosdiiegre aid ^eudy
ahter the ioteycee dd bitees mite fired
theugh (leg's heusa aid shortoe itasei
ripped thSsgh tweiuseseaded itilais
The Meitgemiinry hus boeycett dîtîîed the

parde eil Iigs meteeec 12 yeari ai a
smaehac b oiuity: i ignItedtthe seces

that ceuld Ha acitiicd thraegh peavital
civil disohidiivve. and si itreght eut titi tell
Jury et wtes Igrteaiv and lstned

King and his cutta titai rnste the eutir irsiicaisi
Catre ie mee victoris iy ega.-

iaieg eeeeioeet promest mecemeits acrosi
titi Soath> Threugh Jacksoni, AIey aidBirmingham, <leg's masgvilieateryand
salitierhipiispiredtladcsaideraged
wuite iîgots. Titi homes of itiack leaders
mie horîed, hosleads et itlacks Friidem

Rides wme hativ hy imo, and, in Bir-
mîenghamn, pelice degs mire ailev aid
matîrhesesturvideîagaioo hlackchcldre

stagieg a piavtol sirten
Nevetheees., cress tIti bouth itlackssrooi,

Rngi ee aid steed ap agaiieta cesturyeof
de tacte apartheid, fercing a usw prevideet,
Jeite RKeedy, asd itis dilîgent, paitievate
AttorneyCentral, Roertaennevvdy, te com-
mnit themerve te mieitl oevmiet
aed eis:s7 t iea legislasioi te colos

hAi Atiaci tagisithepseru, hauetieg
img eK ing aed hic cetirîîg teelveldies

gave stregsh te hlccks iverteiheri
Titi esteot et whtite ivtrasîgene and

hatred tesrds hlccks duriîg titis piriod is
staelîîg te Cavadiait, eipiciaty yeueger
oies oh, arme rcalicvîd TV images et

mtpiveitrtalaiig.7ladss vvee alligidly
idccatedshîtîs shoedaceappalliegîgeer

aici Besap ziit.r lames Rilpatics
ape =i 7 Ci Maces pregrate le 1963

and statid tisai "King savted te stamp eut
iagrigatiei everywer" las if titis ocre a
had tiigl aid ieisnually crotte a "vettee
celer compromise, . cite itict eiery
distiection ef rave itas heun ilted eut.
uhavi rratieîality, se sîmîlar te titi pre-Civil

War atte that sitrilly wmrid wuite genrie

mioe ohup titairdae.gitter sheî c itladi
ma radmas_ emepcce inthae utt,

ivie 100 yeas chter titi Civil War.

Irgaid$tSCtCran intodllflsymheî
thl vapag ' ove oot loiing the

fam= Mh on Weashington Ile Atagat,
1963, tehen Iromt the foot of the Lincoln

HaaOem ehte .OAOpel. Botth.epoItlemstavedhyhavhi.thginorthern
eritaighetteseemeed t Cterrttherual
South, a d îlt vemmueltarian his ef te
Chsserh hadhbeee sepglaotedity the islation
of the ghetto tensemeot and the luty ol the
se gang ie ctties 116e Chicago. CDemitand

Newt Yens and even in Upper South vines
liîe Bainore.llreghlkigacvedthoseids
et adhereets t the Northaed ditd irrthai
aey man sive Lincoln te seaise blavck rightsa

pelfca isu te Noien apisls aed le
Washiegtev.thv itt leieo <lg plt-

eepy a clealeged and leuîd meins
itcsctio letienandhlacknation-

alîsm. King himseil secs, hy the tien il hts
death iApeillSGtt,plcguedhydeuuout
the icar civilit diseitedieice, itiseadier
sucesrh thts mehed d iteght out

d r raia hastted that taunedbbich eiity
and tete at isiacs spirit.

lneiyeatsdives Ringsdeatit, the prob-
terni laced] h biacs Americais have e,
diappeated.though tttioitrlvSselve
thericertaitlyhas. Theilackimvvemeet ha
reached fo nadirt moh the? 7year-od Reagai
ad-misrrcsie, shch has Hai ler! y a
presîdienr ami ttaly eîam of and
uimeved hy the staggerivg eceiomic: and
social conditioîs eidured hy itt itiachi.
Reveil geverîmeit sratistics revial that 31
pr, veto meia lacks lice le pevery,
aid racia vletem Howardl»eich, Njes
Yeriste Grittie Cotry, Giergia todicare tha
wuite lîtolercece temards hiacis its stili a

maler preittem.
0e taioary 15, Amiricans migit aise have

ricallevi thre raciasl vioee, cid irlait rage
rhire npted rn teltlosipially er
Kivg'sdecsh, and tey migohavepprised
a bir more titi tvemeidoes contribetioe
Kingmradi tebtlcisigtsadýacl haamrry.
Ceestavty te danger of asvasieatiee and
riLioilrsslypursuedityaven se gRî
eveethelsos lent hîs ucmee medvm
aid passe re titi ieittst et causes, and
tmred his emotîi mrth rastieeality and a
ceaitei strîcîeg 1cr racial hrotherhiod.
Socis a message, se eloqeetly delîeered, is
Riog',s bitrlîjaît tegacy.
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