Principal lacks class

The Principal
Tri-Star Pictures
Westmount

review by Randal Smathers

This movie had potential as a low comedy,
with Lou Gossett and Jim Belushi having a

good time while reforming a tough inner- -

city high school. The audience seemed to be
expecting just that, as they laughed loudly at
the few jokes there were. Sadly, the punch
line was invariably "Mother fucker”, except
for Belushi, whose stock joke was “Son of a
Bitch”.

Unfortunately, -this was apparently a
serious movie, with Louis Gossett Jr. and
James Belushi trying hard to make a weak
script seem deep. The writing was so poor
that any time a speech of length was deli-
vered, | wound up squirming in my seat,
waiting for some action.

There was a fair bit of action, with several
punchings-out, one interrupted sexual
assault, one shooting, and lots and lots of
posing with switchblades and baseball bats.
So much for the scoreboard, so much for the
movie.

What the movie lacks makes up a longer
list. There was little or no tension built up as
the film ambled to its predictable conclu-
sion. There was no involvement with the
characters, especially with Belushi in the title
role. It is never established as to exactly why
this minor-league screw-up does what he

_Dawn Chong is okay as the dedicated

Jim Belushi partners up to Lou Gossett

does, and this lack of motivation cripples the
rest of the show. If the protagonist is just sort
of wandering around, why shouldn’t eve-
rybody else?

There were a lot of little things wrong with
this movie. In a better film they might have
gone unnoticed, but when there is nothing
of interest on the screen you tend to see such
problems: the dumb graffiti, prominently
displayed in the background of almost every
shot, especially “Rek” in red spray paint; the
score intruding every time there was any
action onscreen; the running gag involving
Jim Belushi’s culinary habits. This last was
especially bad. It was pure John Belushi but
this is Jim. One of the brothers is dead and
the other one acts like it.

The rest of the cast give mixed performan-
ces in supporting roles. Gossett seems bored,
typecast in the same role he played before,
during, and now after winning an Oscar. Rae

teacher. Esai Morales is surprisingly awful,
playing a whiny version of the role he had as
Ritchie Valens’ brother in La Bamba.

There are a lot of pretty shots in this movie,
in the way that most films have been since
Miami Vice and rock videos got hot, butin a
movie about a ghetto, are pretty pictures
really appropriate? | don'’t think so.

The title character frequently used a
phrase which nicely summed up my feelings
towards this movie — "No more”. If you see
it, the chances are pretty good you'll be say-
ing the same thing by the end of the film.

Learn to Scuba Dive

for Fun and Recreation

ONLY $179
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Want Excitement? Adventure? Mcet New Friends?
GO FOR IT..LEARN TO SCUBA DIVE

Scuba Divingisagreat wayto getsome every day of the weck, at a varicty of
excitement out of life. Join 10 to 20 pools so choose the best for you and
other people for 30 hours of class and  sign up. From now until September 26
pool,and 2 days of diving inopen water the programs are specially priced at
10 get your certification card to dive all  only $179, but you better hurry, space is
over the world. It's fun and easy to do. limited in all programs. For more infor-
Ocean Sports teaches programs almost mation phone 432-1904.

Scuba Training Dates and Pools

SEPT23:27  Y.W.C.Acrash program 1 weck 0OCT 20 DRAYTON VALLEY 6 wks
SEPT 28 MONDAYS O'LEARY 8wks  OCT21 WEDS AT WETASKAWIN 6 wks
ocT3 SATURDAYS Y.W.CA. 6 wks NOV 14 SATURDAYS Y.W.C.A 6 wks
ocT4 SUNDAYS Y.W.CA. 6 wks (NOV 15 SUNDAYS AT Y.W.C.A. 6 wks
oCT6 TUES & THURS CONFED6wks  NOV 17 TUES & THURS Confed 6 wks
ocT? WED AT KINSMEN 8 wks DEC7 MONDAYS O'LEARY 8 wks
OCT 15 THURS& TUES WestMall 6 wks JAN 10 SUNDAYS Y.W.C.A.6 wks
oCT 16 FRIDAY WEST ED VILL 8 wks JAN9 SATURDAYS Y.W.C.A.6 wks
Open water certifications are available cvery month of the ycar in B.C.
and from May to October in Jasper.
OCEAN SPORTS i
e b i 10133 - WHYTE AVE.
e Waler
ol g s e Edmonton, Alberta

FULL TIME STUDENTS

e SAVE MONEY e SAVE TIME

e WE COOK e YOU STUDY

LIVE ON CAMPUS

Call the University of Alberta Housing & Food Services
Office for convenient on campus accomodation.

MONDAY - FRIDAY - 8:30 am - 4:30 pm
(Closed for lunch 12 noon - 1:00 pm)

432-4281
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or visit 44 Lister Hall anytime
87 Ave & 116 Street

SINGLE & DOUBLE
ACCOMODATION
AVAILABLE NOW

EDMONTON

OPERA

1987-1988
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By Verdi o In Italian with English Surtitles
September 24, 26, 28, 8:00 p.m.
September 27, 2:00 p.m. Matinee
JUBILEE AUDITORIUM 114t St. & 87t Ave.

Tickets available at the Jubilee Box Office, all BASS outlets, and the
Edmonton Opera Box Office

#202, 11456 Jasper Ave.
Edmonton, Alberta

488-6600

Performance Sponsors:

Matinee Sponsor:

Jegin the entertainment season in Paris with one of the world's favorite operas




