
Single Lens Reflex
by Gus" J.nuo

Througb the viewfndu Jerry cmudM s aout a hundred
yards of gravel mmd duit man pou the campate. Then a
battered bine Toyota appe.rd i â tt t LFim wbirle
in bis camnera as he pmnned <rom lIcO torW igbfAowîng the
çar" ni il sowed 10 tum ilo thic-amu e Iezoomed
butk a bit to kecp thc grin f lusces as il caie iowardshlm.
flim W- iompe&

His wife, Susan, stock ber head out of the car window.
"Did you gel il Ihat lime? she asked iD & peevish voice. He
bad lo be careful noct 1 irfitate ber any furtiser.

"Yes, thanks a lot, Susie. Fm sorry it took so long but thc
flost two set ups just werent right." The car engine stoped
and! she gou ot. Her yellow terrycloth shorts made ber look
bloated ani tired. Perhaps a tan would make ber look
bappier. lIer face-was lovcly lhough, moody and evocative;
ber eyes oftcn sccmcd le watch ihings no one cisc couk scec.
ComnpuLsively, Jerry raiscd bis Pentax up rom bis chest.
Susan frowocd ai hum and Iben lurned away.

"Where are Date ami Colin?" she asked.
"Swinmlng."
"By thmucives?"
"No, there's a whole beachload of people."
Susan sghed ami rofled er eyes, ber way of scolding hil
nTeyre okay you know," be insisted, "Thcy'rc flot

lodders anymore ami there is a lifeguad."
"Il's okay Jerr," She was already walking away from

him. "Wberse sUcbeach?"
1 sad lhey'rcokay, SuanY Shegrabbcd a towel ami ber

w*a&a iR rohe.iccar.
1 know, iJ'erry. 1 juil wini teo wim, if's hot."

"Itra itu ive mlnuirsdowo tde rond."
nbhankIL- Me opeuod Uic tnmk and! searcbed a"alshe

fotw wlm u mp on lotion, "A.rc you oemngT se a"ke
dmidowa dicVunmk U&

-'No, làl pset camp set up. à ISéec ycu wben you gel
4ew. anujge land! mmcd away. Wkh a htly Olp of

*mst waved poodye. He witdued ber caelWy as

blurred Uic image and theUifatcsed perspective made it scem
as Uiough she was walking and! watking away, but neyer
really gettfl ngaywbere More film wblrlecl inside Uic
oaeme

Wbeo she finatty cisappeareci <rom Uic shot Jerry lurncd
back 10 the campsise.lIe winted to do some location shots
while bc bac decent ligIsi. The titi plnes were a great excuse
forlow mge wombbe begant crcle the sie,lookng
upwards. He made a rectangle wilis bis two bands ami
comuposeed bIs shots. This frnming was important te camera-
work, thse shot bail 10 empbaslze Uic vital anc! cul out the
irrelevant.

It took over an bour 10 shoot the footage h. neecled ami
Uic lght was begnning to ail. He was takring readings wIih
bis lght meter when the kids burst hnm camp.

Colin, the eldest allten, ran up and slid le a stop, spraying
dirt into bis camera case. "Hey Dad, wby isdt Uic lent set
up? We want 10 get changed!" Jerry gritteci bis teeth.

"Because 1 tbought you guys wontd like 10 belp set it up."
T19s was not truc but il was an easy explanation. He began
to clean Uiceclint off bis camera equipmcnt. Colin spun on bis
heels ami was away. As he rnbe shook bis blonde bair from
bis cyes wilh an easy flick of bis bead. Susan, who was
ooming up therond, didnot respond to his cries uitil he was
nearly upon ber. T'hen she simply banded Uic keys 10 hlm
ami continued ber slow walk.

Thur younger son Dale, eight years oic!, was quicter tban
Colin most of Uic lime ami h. couIc! neyer resist an oppor-
lunily to pay wli Jerrys expensive gpar. He was now
studiously Midlng with Uic camiera Wrpod.

1U"Dale!" Jerry sbouted. "Leave tbat atone! Nve told you
neyer 10 do tUaL."Date dropped a gulty banc! <rom Uic

"'soryDad, Iwas insu looklog," h. sali sofly. Jerry
frowned ai hlm but bis beart was flot in il.

"Go help yonr brother gelt se lent out of the car," he saici
quietly. He returned 10 ccaning oui bis camera case anc!
Date began te run off. But he stoppec! anditurned backr.

"Hfey Dad?

IThis out nm a athe beach bougbt me and! Colin a coke.
He bail thse nestest radio. Il was ibis bWg" Dale spreac! bis

arms tb an expressive widlh. "HIe s"d.."
"Leave your father atone, Dale. Go belp your brother."

Susan dropped ber towel ami ottuer gear on Uic picnic table
ami pointed at Colin, wbo was struggling to gel thc massive
canvas lent out of thse car trunk. Dale shot off and the îwo of
thiu were soon dragging thse lent from thc car.

Susan sat at teUic icetable.
"I thought you werc going 10 set up camp," she said

calmly, as tbougb she mercly wanted to clarify thc point.
Jerry feit awkward and began 10 flddle wiîh the 1cms in bis
hand."rlm sorry. Lost track of the time. Got some great sbots
ibouqgb. 'Il gel out the stove, okay?"He, at least, was feeling
hungry. She lookcd aI him bard for a long moment

-"Sure," sbe said finaliy, witb the air of someone who
cannot bc botbered to flgbt anymore.

An hour later the family was cating a dinncr of franks and
beans. Colin cbattered and! Date aie. Susan watcbed tbemn
and! pokcd at ber food.

"Hey Dad?' Date hic broken off from bis fast and
veorns eating to askbis question.

"Ycs, Date."
"Why don't you cotfie 10 Uic beach tomorow. You couIc!

take a piclure of mediving -off Uic dock."
"More like beflflppng off thse dock, you klutz!" Colin

teased ,
"I aint a kîniz! Yon're just tooc cbicken te even try,

chickeus!" Date was puffing up withi ndignation. Colin just
snecred ami punched hlm on tise atm. Thvy began 10 wrestle
ai the table. Jerr looked at Susan.

"Boys!" she said sbarply. Boti of Uicm stoppcd fighting
aoc! returned to their dinners with. sulky face. Afler a
moment's silence stuc went 10 gel the ice créam from Uice
cooler.

Daleecntered thse top of the frime. lIls flaying arms, the
blue lakewater, Uic black dock, ail were caughl with a
squeeze of thc camera trigger ami a whirl of film. Jerry
smiled. Date would-now aIwaysbç4lving frozen on Uiree
feet of celluloid. Jerry swung the camera around on its
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