
THE COUIER.

THE PR EE D G AR D EN
A Storiette in the Ine resta of Everu Man His 0nn GardenerN sucd consitieratbon as the prospec-watetage of the wortd at war seemeti III

to remove Pree's distaste for 'garieninl
"Wliy 'shoulti everybody dut iu on

gardexier' game?" lie demanded, contruoversiaily,
Hoestetter, bis nearest neiglibour. "Give h1m a sliî
If every Tom, Dicli and Harry started malcin' pial
Vd soon have a great job, w'oultin't I? Wel, j
the 'saine, why shoulti everybody monkey witli g
tiens? Tell you, frient, If I owned this place, LuStE
of rentin', thls bacli yard would go into grass
quick as Jerry wrote the note!"

Preed's was one of the few ohoice garden pfi
in Canada that were left out of thie reckoning ln t
spring &! 1916.

"tna mechanic, not a inanglîe," boasteti Prei
httting himself proudly ou the dlest. 'My toolls
hammer, not ahae."

"Stirrilng the wormis," as Preed called digging
the garden, 'became so general In ail directioi
roundabouit as spring 'wore on that Mrs. PreE
laurgelýy for appearauce salie, suggested that Proi
dug up thle gartien.

"F]uoigh stirrinig for worms when the 115hi
begins," declared Preed, evastvely. "Ail thie nelg
bours' blt wlkl be gone to, tlie robins, and l'il hi
a xnonopoly on wornis."

Johnny Prend, being a barn fisherman, began tl
stlirrlng. A creeli nameti the Avalon ran tlirough tî.
10w-n o! St. George, andi Jolinny, frent froin suc
restrictions as lie had eufferet iIn the cltybroke oi
on the 11i.cst fine daiy with fishing fever. Mii liar
searches f' r 'bauft o! thie particuqar size andi colou
lie liked causeti queer ga.,lies to appear lu the Pren
garder, whicl had corne out of the severe 'ordeal c
winter with a hardened, seamed countenaânce.Seeing this, on-e evpniing Hoestetter, rnsttnig atte
a second sowing o! radial-es andi lettuce, camne to thi
lnýterventing board fence.

"So you're startIn' at las-t, old man,",qie remarked
te'ntattvely, with a sattrical gratillcation. 'We go
rhubarb, sparrow-grasis, an-t gren onions fit to us;
alreatiy. We'il soin have radigles and lettuce galore.'

Prend curtly fenceti off the raillery b > a grievec
grimace andi Inattention. He hati aliost beer
inin--et to put the wliole garden In ilage, but now
Ini rritation at Hîo(nstetter's xnetidllng w~ays, he lu
etantly hurned lis -bnck on both nei-glibur andi job.

Meanwhutle the undug back lot began to give Mrs
Prened more anti more annoyance, flot ou}y because
ambitiaus, healtliy weetis matie it an e3'esorE
esthetically compîtred to thbe reg'ular neat plots of
he neiglibours, but ýbecause the Hoestetters kept:

SiTRICTL

B USI N EiSýS
SUppoSEqU you kuolw al about the stage and stage

people. You've been touched wlth andi byjacti,., anti you rend the newspaper criltlcilams
anti the joies lu the weekltes about the Rialto

anti the chorus girls anti the Ioug-halred tragedians.
Andi I suppose that a condeuiseti 1.1 o! your ideas
about th. mysterlous stageland would bail town ta
aauiethiug 11ke this:

Leading laies have flve hus'gbauds, pashe diamontis,
anti figures no better than your o-wn (matiai) If tliey
weren'l paddeti. Choarus girls are inseparablp front
peroxide, Panliards ' andi Pittsburg. All shows w-al
back ta New York an tan oxford andi rallrosti tins.
Irreproachable actresses reserve the comlc-lantlatiy
part for, their mothers on Broadiway andti m! step-
aunts on the roati. KyrIe Bellew's real namie le;
Boyle O'Kelley. The ravulngs o! John MeClloug-h
lu the phonogrsai 'were etalen fron the first îsale o!
the Ellýen Terry memtoins. Joe Wenber Is funnier
than E. H. Sotheru; but Henry Miller le getting oltier
than lin was-

ÂII Ilinatrical people on leaviug the theatre at
nIght drink champagne andi eut kibsters until noon
the next day. After all, the moving pictures lave
gotlthe w-bole buncli ponded to a puLp.

Noir, loi of us know the rpal l!. o! the stage
people. If w-e dld,, the profession migît lie more
v.iercowdted thaii Il da. W. look askance at the
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sedigInrpae offerings of vogetables,an

tihe forced her to order more and more stuif from the
of grocery.
Iw. Preed, be It remembered, prided himself,
ios justly enougli ln a way, on his sktll as a cabinet
ust man. But 1915 soon saw establighed a demand for
ar- instruments of pain rather t'han instruments of
ad pleasure. The St. George piano plant, like its oity
as sister, ra-n -short of orders, and faced the alternative

of adapting itself in part to the manufacture of
)its munitions of war, or running short time.
lie Preed's pride as a caibinet man kept hîm from

eeeking a job at the new work untiîl it was too late.
,d, The result was -that he round hlmself red.uced to, hli

a turne at his regular wark.
This ohange occurreil early ln July, by whicli time

ln the undug hlf of the Preed garden hail become
as respiendent with a luxuriant crop of ragw'eed, sow
,il, thisties, lamb's quarters, mallow, and various other

~densiguns o! negleut.
Mrs. Preed was the first to reveal 8igns of the

tg dlmin1slied pay-enelce>e. The regular purchase or
h- vegetables from the grocery soon showed Interrup-
re tions of days at a Urne.

1111 buy notuhlng I can't pay for, tuhat's one ;h-ing,"
te she toild Preed repeatedly, wlien l'e suggested rïatnng
te a store acoount. "lThey say no one knows when
h the war vWl! be over," she atideti, mollifyingly, Mrs.
tt Hoestetter's jýroffers of a li-beral share o! their
d excess of fresh, dclicious vegeta-bles and small fruits
r were revewed within a f ew days.
d
"' HEfis monn Étch generosity took MrsPreed
r gif t. At noon when Preed came home to dInuer, lie
e stormed angrily agalinst bis wife's w'eakness, and

would eat nioie of the vegetables.
L, "Weti, here's some luamb's quarters," saddI Mrs.
t Preed.' "Thlo caie out of o>ur own garden."' As she

i poke she lianded hlm a dish o! boiled greens, some-
whlat rýeemb]ing stp1naoh ln the mas;s.

I Pred opened bis eyes. Out of our garden?" lie
Idem.andePd.

"Yes,, where you dug it," she affirmnet. "Mrs. t
H'Loestetter showed me the stuif. It's3 thick as aniy-
tbtdg wliere you titi the digging She says i.t's a

webut it likes cultivaulon where there's; so moucli
rag-weed as there is lier. to clioke things out."

Preeti trled the disI, and relisuhed it.
"By thider, wlio'd a thiouglit!" h.e cied. "TPhis

stuif beats spinacli ail holler. These people a're on

o

N hi lateat book, Stephen Leaeock has a chapter
on Th-L-mz4gbéis oay . Henry. Heks trak h late American popularist as one ofthe lei- elsso i a.0 er'bok

have reachedI a-total sale of more than 1,000,000 a
ii~i ýAntirca ato0ne. Pebple are stll reading 0. Henry
-and theyý will lbe reading hlm fifty years hence.
if 0. Hjenry ever wroté a poor story nobody seems
ta rernember'lt. The fact that "Strctly Business"
was flot written last week, andi that It was once V
publisheti ln a Canacla n perladilcal, then of smail p~
otroulatlon years aga, makes noa difference ta its ofl
value now ta those who ilke a rattllng good story.

players wltli an eye full o'! patreutztng superlorty- ac
andi 'we go~ home and px'actlce aIl sorts of elocution th
andi gestures iu front o! our looking-.glasses. Bu

Latterly there has been niuch talk of th,- actor fo
people la a new liglit. It senis to have been divulgei lir
that instead of being motoring baccbaaltans and jo;
dlamond-hungry loreleis they are busulinessilike folk, wl
students and aaceties wlth chilter aund homes andi -
librarites, owutng real estate, andi conttuetini their th
private affal's in as ordil'y anti unsensattonal a
maunér as any o! us good citizens who are bounti se
ta thn chariot wheels of the gas, re'nt, coal, tce, and off
wartmen. Co

Whether the old or th~e new repart o! the soýck-
and-busklners be the true one 'le a surunise that lias au
no place hene. 1 offer you mLer&ly this 11111e story plu
of two strollers; andi for proof of its truth 1 caa the
show ye>u only the darA patch above the cast-iron ap.
liandle o! the stage ejitrance (4oor of Keetor's old W-1
vaudeinylle theaitre madie there by th. petulaztt push am~

to lots o' tricks lu the garden line."
,We mi.ght just as weli've beeu independent iu

vegetabtes, like ail the neiglibours," sigliet Mrs.
Prend.

"WVVe'll kuow better another time," philosophizeti
Preed.

That evening Preed w-as out lu lis w-ced witier-
ness surveying lis stock o!f the dýelicloua lamb's,
quarters. Hoestetter, des-irous o! re-esta;blishiug the
netghibourly relations o! early spring, asket i hm ta
step over and see the garden.

Prend 'complieti, coverng lits renunciation a! for-
mer ungraclousness by remarking, "Larnb's quarters.
by thunder. Tliat's a new one on me."

For thbe first time lie climbet the close-boardi fence
anti was regulariy introducet to the w-ouder ;f
Hoestetter's plant deinesne. The array anti variety
o! plants, vines, anti bushes bewtldereti Preeti as a
s'kyscraper bewtlders a ýchilti.

Hoestetter, like many another, w-as excesslvely
deprooatory anti modest, noiw that bis far-t.raveleti
anti high-strung neiglibour was on the grount ln-
vesttgatin!g tle actual basis for so mudli previous
boasting.

ý"Nothimg like w-bat it might be i! I lad. the time."
Honstetter disclaimeti, iu reply to Pret's higli
praise.

"If I hadn't fi-gureti on some deceut fishing," de-
clared Prend, "I believe I'd a gone lu for some trucla
mysel!. Times, you say! That's my long suit nuwa-
days. I don't iuaw w-lat ta do witl myself on idle
tiaye. And hivin' costs luke tle tiickens."

He saw Honstetter s-tant ta gathera mess o! cab-
'bages, 'beanà, anti peas, sayiug, "I kuow It."

"D'you sel stuif?" asked Preet, lu preparatory
self-de! ence against Hoestetter's contemplatei gift.. I1 do-ýsometmns--said Hoestetter But--this lot
goes in trade, If you'll have It that way. 'Til you
whbat. 'You're too prouti to-take tihis stuif for notbïlng.
l'1l trade it for leave to ceut thos§e ragwentis iu your
back lot." ý'

"What's your luttle gam-e?" deman-det Prend.
"Jusi tie," sait Hloestetter,barelyrnfralntng front

ai sneeze. "This isý August. the .ra«weed- anti lay-
fevér menth. I have It. They say-the ragweed'8
le ciause o! hay-fever. -.,Is it a bargain?" -.

"So, tliat's ben your,-game sinco spring," laugleti
Prend, shaiug Hoestetter's hanti on, theihargaln.
'Say, forgive me for imposln' on yen as aineighboijr,
von't you.,,Anti don't worry. l'Il chasle e#ery weet
hff tht lot, except the Planab's, quarters. .And next
'ear, If I'm linre, look eut I tion't beat you lu

f glovet lands too Impatient to fInger the dlumsy
lumb Iatei- -smnid wier'e I last saw Chlerry whIsking
brough llke a swallow mbt lier unest, onl Urne ta the
itute, as usual,- te tires. for lier act.

Thle vaudeville team- o! Hart & Cherry was an
ispiration. Bob Hart lad been roamlnig througli
me Enste'ru anti Western olrcuts for four ynars with
mtxedtip act coml)rlsing a monologue, tbree light-

i'ng changes withsonga, a couple o! imitations o!
elebratetiimitatoa, anti a buci anti wing dance
iat had ilrawn a glane o! approyval froin the bass-
l player lu more than one bousýe-than w-hici no

enformer ever neceiveti more satlisfae-tory evitieuce
gootiw-oit.

rHE greatesl treat an actor can bave is ha witness*the pituful perfonrmance -witl wblch all otber
tons desecrate the stage. Iu order to gi-rn blasel!
Is pleaisure le w-iIl oftn forsn2ke the snnlest
u'oatw-ay corner butw-n Tbirty-fourth anti F'orty-
unth Wo attend a matinen offerlng by bis less g-ited
-others. Once turing tle lifetime o! a minstrel
ke one cornes ho scoif anti remaulus ho go throurli

*th thet most tîfficuit exercise o! Thespian muscles
the audible contact o! the palm o! one hanti against
e palm o! tb. other.
Que aftennoon Bob Hart preseuteti bis. solvent,
nious., well-known vautievlhian face ai tle box-
'1ce wintiow of a rival attraction anti ga lis t. hi.
lipon for an orchestra seat-
A, B, C, anti D glow-et succesvely on tube
nouncement spaces and passed nt t oblilvion, mach
rnging Mr. Hart deeper Intho gloom. Others o!

audience shrieked, mqqui-rmed, w-h&tled, anti
plaut-et; but Bob Hart; "Ail tb. 1Mustarti anti a
îole Show lu Himse!," ffat w-th hibs face as long

ie h auds as far apart as a boy holdlng a baukr


