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T HIERE is an impression n Quebec -that Sr Wilfrid 'is .making'bis last figlit. I cannot for the life of me find any reasonable
ground for sucb an impression; but it certainly. exists in tlie

Prermier's native province. My notion is that Sir Wilfrid will die
i harness, as did his great predecessor, Sir John Macdonald. We

have flot bad a striking figure in public lif-who retired before lie must
since tlie days of Baldwin and Lafontaine. Then think of the pressure
which will always be put upon Sir Wilfrid to remain at the head of lis
party. No other man can assure it s0 many saf e constîtuencies before
the polling booths are opened. The Liberals will always have the
sanie reason for wanting to keep Laurier at their head tliat the
R.epublicans had this year for passionatelyf desiring the nomination of
Roosevelt; and tliere will be no constitutional bar in the road of Sir
Wilfrid's yielding to tlieir solicitations. Moreover, what other
position would tenipt hilm? Would lie exchange the Canadian over-
lordship for an humble position in the House of Lords? Not if lie
is stili Laurier.

B UT this widespread impression in Quebec is giving a sentimental
toudli to the campaign. His followers there are asking the

people to pile up a majority for their idol on bis last appeal to tbem,
and to show that the province where lie was born-the province
peopled largely by men of his own race and religion-was loyal to
him to the last. And there is not mucli doulit but that the appeal will
meet with an enthusiastic response. The Conservatives are making
a strong "bid" for some Liberal seats in the Montreal district by
putting up unusually good candidates; but that is pretty nearly
the beginning and the end of their effort to divide the Laurier strenLth

offinanciers in Montreal is French indicates.; and then there is the
Bank of France and the Paris Bourse.

B UT this is a long way from politics. The appeal of Laurier toOntario lias been, perliaps, the'imost dramatie epis-ode of the,carnpaign thus far. Laurier has always longed for the confidence of
Onta-rio.ý When lie went up into that province prior to the electionsof 1878, he knew that his party had lost it, though, Alexander
Mackenzie would flot believe it. Nor lias lis party ever won it back.
He would probably regard it as the crowning achievement of lis life
if lie could win Ontario for Liberalisrn under a French Catholjc leader.
It would be a coniquest over sectional feeling of which any public
tribune miglit be proud. But one man is not enough for a party.
The. Liberals, should give Ontario successors 'to Mowat, Blake and
Cartwright if tliey desire, to win the confidence of tlie provincè. Tlieyhave no man to-day to, match witl Whitney; and if Borden does not
stir en.tliusiasm, lie commands respect. -Tley miglit have made such
a man of "Bigý Bill Mulock" if tliey liad kept liim; and tliey may find
such a man in Mackenzie King. Undoubtedly their most promising"$corer"~ a tthis time is Hon. George Graham; but lie must escape
from the reputation of being a liumourist. It takes a man like Sir
John Macdon~ald to carry a reputation of thatsort very higli.

NIMPORTF,

POLITIýCAL FORECASIS.
FOREICASTS are now tlie order of the hour. Thie "Courier" lias

secured four whidli it considers representative. Ahl tliese esti-
mates leave out of consideration thie tliree Britishi Columbiaridîngs in which the contests will be lield after the general resuit isknown. These will go to wliichever party wins. No. 1 is the estimate

of a Toronto maxn wlio knows Canada pretty thoroughly. No. 2 istlie view of an Eastern Ontario Conservative member. No. 3 givesthe liopes of a Conservative member from Nova Scotia. No. 4 is
the view of a Western Liberal member.

No. 1

Nova Scotia.....5 13
New Brunswick .. 7 '6
Prince Edward Island 3 1
Quebec ..... ....... 13 52
Ontario . ........... 54 32
Manitoba ............ 6 4
Saskatchewan........2 8
Alberta ....... 3 4
Britishi Columbia ... 3 1
Yukon..............i 1 O

No. 2
C. L.
6 12
9 4
3 1

15 50
64 22
7 3
5 5
4 3
3 1
1 0

No. 3
C. L.
8 10
9 4
4 0

15 50
65 21
7 3
5 5
4 3
3 1
10

No. 4
C. L.
5 13
7 6
3 1

10 55
55 31
5 5
2 8
3 4
2 2
0 1


