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What, Protection Means.
p

whoover you are e ut on these Western plains,
v. imagine you have found it a prtty costly huai-
ufps. this of just living and paying exponsos. You
have found that yoùr heat and light, your ciothing
sad yonr food, vlth fev exceptions, cost more than
they di inl the country from vhich yon came. Lu
selng for a cause, you have hoard it said that our
national poiicy cf Protection is responsible for the
conditions o! vhich you compiain, sud on the con-
trary you have heard that lu the system cf Pro-.
tecion lies the enly hope cf national prosprity.
And Bo yen are lu doubt. To replace your doubt by
conviction on at least one or tvo points is aur hope
in vriting this page.

EVERY MAN A FRODUCER.

if yen consider -the occupation cf the people in
your ueighbonhood you viii mid that nearly ail are
producerq in one fild or another. If they are net
adding, te the ýmaterial veaith of tho community,
they, may b. enrichingL it in another vay. If any
one iq mixistering te ftue nations vealth or comfort,
peae or happhlîess, ho is yieiding good service; if,
on the- other.hand, ho la a non-producer. or if ho
produces that -vhich vorke evil ln the community,
or even- if hie contribution is made in. such a mannor
as to bring hardship upon others, ho is an eucum-
branco and a real source of danger. You wiii pro-
bably - ciassify farmera, minera, fishermen, lumber-
men>. manufacturera o! useful producta, teachers,
preachez' editors cf vorthy nevepapers, as pro-
lucerenof rosi value lu a'nation, and you vili put
faise pieathers, party heelers, brevera, and tramps
in the cam sofunudesirables.

EVERY MAN A CONSUMER.

if you consider once more you viii observe that
everybody in your neighborhood is a consumer cf
producta obtained at home or abroad. The farmer

is compeiied te use the output cf the factory, sud
the vorkman lu the factory la compelled to use the
product of the f arm. And s0 there is constant
interchange. To effeet this exchange cf commoditios
there is a viiole army of middlemen. Those include
the raiiroad companies and the vholesale dealers,
whose vork bas already beon deait vith lu these
columna, sud te vhom voe an refer but incidentaily
juat nov.

TEE COIIYLICT Of INTERESTS.

As a producor of wealth yen î:aturally desire te

get as much for your varcs as possible; as a con-
sumer you vish te pay as littie as possible. If yeu
are a farmer you wisiî to increase the price of fleur
sud te reduce the ceet cf farmn implements; if a
manufacturer your pelicy is the reverse cf this.
But if yen are truiy patriotic, sud not sordidiy
aelfish, yen vili have ne desire te enrich yourself
through acta cf injustice to your feiiow-mon. "Livo
sud lt lve" is the first law cf life in a civilized
ccmmumity.

HOW SOME INTERESTS ARE FAVOURED.

t viii bo vithin your recollection that it vas
the cnistom a few years ago fer one section cf the

middeme-the railroad builders-to claim special
priviieges becauîse they were entering upen sncb a
risky venture as opening up roads lu a nov land.
Hence they eiaimed sud receivod bonuses lu money
sud lands, Even te this day. even thengh there 18

ne longer any risk ana thouigh the land is by ne
mneans nev, the custom of asking aud getting some-
thiug hy way o! bonus is still in force, sud preliably
viii bc so long as there are greedy magnates sud

ncedy politicians, for yon niust be avare that it la
an invariable ule for railroad bîîilders te return te
the government% fromt vhom they receive bommses a
part. of the gft. This hecomes the foundation cf
personal fortunes or the nucleus cf an election fuud.

Now, just la the same way there, have arisoil

dr-mands fromn certain producers fer special cousider-
at ion. For example, the manufacturera of farm
imhlf'ments in Ontarioe daim that it is difficult sud
iniloss3ible lu a nev land te compote wlth the giant

nianufaeturing concerna o! tho United States. sud
that they must be protected from competition.
liviiv the conumers-that la. the farmers ini the
W "-1vrn provinces-muat psy from twenty te thirty

pr vent more for an implemelit thau it la real]Y
x~ .Siuiiarly the lumherman lu British Columbia
uq' that he canuot compete with the American

P 'H ,-(1wner andi hence the constIlUer on the plains

fl-lu-r pay an additionai t per e~ ent, for bis

I ligmaterial. And se it goýs ail along the lino.

There aire seekors for spécial privileges on al aidtes.
And the strangeat part of it ah is that Moat O!
tliem get just about vhat they ask.

SItE ILLUSTRATIONS 0F FAVORI»
INTERESTS.

To show boy rnuch'truth there la ln thoir mlaim
that they roquire eoddling lu order to carry on thoîr
business, it wil not bie out of place to guvo idne or
two illustrations. Exerybody in Canada kuova the
Massey-l-arris Co. It ln one of the companies that
benefitted m~ostWby the protective tariff, and it 'la
chosen for the.roason that ita opérations were and
are carried on very iargoly in the Western provinces.
Juat how much voalth the varions members of the
firm have mnade out of tic business it vould. b.e
difficuit to estimate, but the donations of one mem-
ber in the form ,o! colloes -ud pblichalla are just
an evidonce of tho Smiall qiurpina left ovor after a
vide- range of relatives vere ,'provided for, and the
large fortunes o! the other branch of the firmn
indicate that thé policy of Protection vorked fairiy
weli for the manufacturera7 at least. And this aya
nothing at ail of the manager o! the concern and
the arch-conspirator vith the goverument in perpotu-
ating this policy o! Protection. It is a consolation
to ail good Western farmors, vhatever thoir denom-
inational leanings may b.,--te know that a fine,
coilege in the metropolis qf the West in the reauît
of their forced donations to the flrm vo have just
menti9iled.

A aecond illustration la taken front the history
of lumbering in British Columbia. A short time-ago
on a visit to Victoria it vas the. privilege o! the
editor to drive around that beautiful city. On
inquiring vho lived in the soverai palaces Of vhich
Victorians are go prend, it vas vondorful boy often
the word «Iumberman"J vas heard. And yet it in
not vonderful, ftpx if ever there vas a country under
Go's blue eky in vhich a lumberman should make
money. eaeïly it la in our owu province of British
Columbia. Yet here the other day these lumbermen
were protesting that thoy could not compote vith
the. mill-ovnors o! the State of Wasbingon. What a
mockery! With botter timber limite, cheaper power,
and much cheaper labor, if they cannot underseli
Washington by ton to fifteen per cent. they had
btter confess their rank incompetence as managera
of indutrial concerna. If anything evor oxposod
the hollowneap of the Protection cry it vas this
demand of the British Columbia. lumbermen. They
need no protection. The Washington price la higher
than British Columbia need ever charge, to say
nothing of the addition that follova the imposition
of a duty. if the impiement manufacturera of
Ontario and the lumbermen of British Columbia
vish to rob, lot them do se in the manly Jesae
James fashion but lot them give over thîs mîserablo
traîtorous policy of purchaBing the right to rob by
securing legs-i enactmnent to tuat end.

At the recent congrosa lu Vancouver, one of
the manufacturers-sleek, corpulent, porky-is sai<l
to have pleaded to bc allowed to lîve. Just think of
lU! A man with a mansion, and servants, and an
automobile, and a lannch, and everything else that
a man couid dosire, except bramas and moral vortiî,
this man to vhine for a little mercy! Whst about
the thousande of conaumers-honefit men and tru-
who toil day and night, vho earn their bread wlth
the sweat of the brow, and vho yet cannot get a
dollar aiîead? Think cf a half-starvod famùily ahiv-

cring around the iast embers of a fire, and thon
tiîink of the father, vell-clothed, vell-fed, ordering
'Llem right and ieft ln order that hoe may varm
]lis poor, cold bauds. That i8 a poor, moean parailel
te tiiese mon with thoir whining complaint tnit they
are suffering.

THE FARMERS NOT IN THEEFAVORED CLASS.

t i% to the credit cf the Western farmera that

they have neyer asked that farm prodîuts bc pro-

teeted. though farm producta are on the tariff ligt as

a blind. They are willing te face the world in

this mnatter. And se they may. If there is any

faryn product which they cannot rmise as cheaply

as it can bo raised elsewhere they vilI leave it
alono. That la a good policy surely. It would b.e

absurd for our farinera te begin to compote in

bànana growing. Nature bas denied the privilege

of engaging in that pursuit. Even se in other fields.

If any manufacturer cannot get aiong without pro-

tection f romt the goo)ds of competitors in other lands

lie la trying te pro<luce something that nature had

niever intended hlm te manufacturé in this l]and.
The fart la. that no one cîssas needs protection

in order te thrive. Our hest poiicy as a nation la

tu mettle down te the produi(etiofl of those' commodi-

ticg nature bas intended us to deal lu. In farming,
inining. lumbhering. fiihin, ve ean load the venid,

and with our abuadant -afe power and plentiful

supplies ofý iron vo eau enter upon mauufactnring of,
mont articles on even ternis vîth the mont favoired
peoples.

THE ARGUMENT 0P TIE FAVORi» CLASUS.

But it in urged by the manufacturera thattliey
ahouid bc protected, that in, given a -bouuaet'
twenty.five per cent. so that the workmon shoýuld
receive higher va4es. What rank dishonesty! The
two bonused bodies 'In Canada-tho rajiroadmi mgd
the manufacturier-have had more trouble wl1th
underpaid employees than a&H other bodies eom=blud.ý
The bonus goos every time inte the pockot of the
manufacturer. Lot us make no miataàke on tàat,
point.

And as to this contention that industries mui.
be foetered for a time until they cmu compote vitia.
the foreigu trusts, doea not everybody sec that tbis
is only another vay of askinq that we buiid une a
trust on the homnelaud? For if a tariff in impoaed,
juat until a few concerne are safely riucuingin, out.
own country, doés not that mean.that thesecnctU
have a monopoiy of the trades forever?

WHAT Or A TARIF I FOR REVENUE.-

But it viii 'be. ad that thogh ,a, tail f or
protection li.Acot ueeesaary, a tarif ',fo re*u
çertainly ln. Here. vo are faced. wlth au .utlrely-ý
different problem. To solvé it let n make lb
supposition that, vo have no tariff at ail. RHWf
would the country then-im--u e r aullse.
ing the affaire of governuient? lu osi1yons va
of course, by direct taxation. Nov, Itoz: lx a,
country that i. not oducated in methoda o!fin05~
this vould b. umontnpopular, neerthelese, it wol
be the boat method in thsenetd, for no gvrm
could afford to aquander ita income ifIt ula
gathered diroctly from the 1epl.This. io»'bf.

the~~~ ~ raoavybtparte t Ottawa to-thy,
favor a hi~ taiff. They vlah to ho -indopendut
of the peoplnl the matter o! expenditure. nTo4%ý'1
it costa *you $1200 a year to Iiv. 0f this
p,)ssib1y $20 represente vhat yen pay seth*-
Protection. Nov, If you vere paying this
directly into the goyernment coffers, vould yqu ,i41.
watch the expeuditure a littiemoreet U"
you do ? The tact la, there would hc o n 0ktu1
in running goverument, there would b. nô rseo09
for pairty workers, if the .ystfm, of Prote.tio'w
donc away vlth.

LET TEERE BE JUSTICE IN ANT CASE

At the saine time vo recognhso that eutoor y
is not educated to the point o! a full Fre.TI
poicy. Thon ail vo aaký la that in the il postMo,'
of a tariff foi revenue, aIl prties b. deat wth
fairly. At prosent the woring masses are 4189g
robbed in orl> to satisfy the needa of a fev mniu-
facturera. The farmors of Western Canada aud, the:

panworkers in cities and tovus are ýnot, belu
farydealt vith, snd ubody knova hiabàlâe

than the manufacturera sud the poltitn.

WHKY TRI POLITICAL PARTIES AU
PROTECTIONI8T8.

Tt yull bo asked vhy both politicai partiesi ln-
Canada are Protectioniste. We have alrsdy g~.
olir reason.- Let us give another. You know
both parties to.day trust lu the lon g rn not om
policies and platformis, but upon adoquate oes on.
funds. These funda are obtalned in the main om.
ra.ilwaya and manufacturera. If the farmer. jo!
WVestern Canada were asaociated as ciosoly as.4h.
manufacturera of Eastern Canada, if they couldjho
bled ais secretly and as aucceasfully, their unanimous
proteet of the Iast few monthis would bc heoed.,

THE WEST MUST SPEAX.

And now it in for the West to apcak its mmnd at
Ottawa as frankly as it has done during the recent
tour of the Premier. Notwithstanding the fact that

the party press je hiding the truth, it la beqénd
q1uestionf that the whole thinking West is a unit in
this niatter. Tite arguments of grain growers and
otlirs are unanswerahle, but uniesag even a more
vigor(mm' prntest is made the decision of the nmauu-

ft ror'association to apeak (shall we say in
dollars?) when the membera meet viii result lin an
illerease rather tIîàn a diminution of our present
burdens.
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